
 
77 Carbine Street  Donvale  Vic  3111 

Phone: (03) 9842 2991     Fax (03) 9841 8091 
Email: newsletter@olopdonvale.catholic.edu.au  

Dear Parents, Carers, Staff and Students 
 

Principal’s Reflection  
 

May our ‘way of looking’ become more like yours. 

 
Lord, we come before you as we are. 

We ask you to take away from us all that makes us less than human. 
Strengthen us with the power of your Spirit that our attitude  

and outlook may develop, 
and our “way of looking” may become more like yours. 

Help us to remain positive - encouraging and appreciating one another, 
looking upon people in the same way that you do. 

Amen 

 
I was reading this article recently, “The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. 
Against such things there is no law.” (Galatians 5:22-23).  Pentecost, which the 
Christian Church celebrated in June, is the annual Christian festival 
commemorating the descent of the Holy Spirit on the disciples of Jesus after his 
ascension from earth to heaven.  From the Acts of the Apostles we learn that 
where the Spirit of God is active, all sorts of gifts are present.  
 
The problem for many of us is discerning where the Holy Spirit is leading us.  St 
Ignatius Loyola, the founder of the Jesuits, left the church a guide for determining 
how we can tell if and where the Holy Spirit is leading us.  
 
One summary of these guides goes like this:  
 

1. Don't make a decision when you're down.  Let the crisis pass and 
take time to weigh all the options.  

2. The Holy Spirit enables us to let go of our unhealed past and not 
live in the unknown future.  The Holy Spirit draws us to deal with the 
here and now, as it is, not as we may like it to be.  

3. The Holy Spirit frees us to bring out into the open anything we keep 
buried in the dark; nothing is beyond the Spirit's healing.  

4. The Holy Spirit breaks down isolation and draws us into community 
with other people. 

5. Be careful of things that appear too perfect, they sometimes have a 
sting in the tail and can be destructive.  

6. Be guarded about all things that are urgent. The Holy Spirit brings a 
sense of perspective to problems.  

7. The Holy Spirit is always present where compassion and 
forgiveness are demonstrated. 
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  23 July 2019  



Mother Teresa famously stated that every act of 
love is a work of peace no matter how small.  The 
original Pentecost was characterised by ‘wind and 
fire’, signifying action and attention.  Just as 
compassion is the action that arises from empathy, 
love requires action and the nine fruits of the spirit 
that are associated with the event of Pentecost are 
all requiring us to be people of action in supporting 
a sense of peace, a feeling of contentment that is 
a product of loving action. 
 
Assemblies 
Thank you to all those parents who attended our 
first assembly last Monday afternoon. I would like 
to invite all parents, if you are around the school 
each fortnight on a Monday afternoon, to come 
along to our assembly as we welcome the week as 
a whole school.  Next Monday, 29 July, we have a 
representative from North Blackburn shopping 
centre attending our assembly to present Liam 
Coviello and the school with the winner’s prize of 
the writing competition.  The assemblies are in the 
church and will start at 2.20pm.  The following 
dates are for our assemblies this term: 

Monday 29 July Monday 12 August 
Monday 26 August Monday 9 September 

 
First 100 days at school celebrations 
On Tuesday, 23 July, the Foundation students 
celebrated their 100 Days of School! The 
students played some maths counting games 
based around the number 100, wrote a list of what 
they would like 100 of (imagine having 100 
puppies!), participated in craft activities and had a 
pyjama party!  What a fun filled day for the 
Foundation students to celebrate being 100 days 
smarter! 
 
Interschool Sports  Results  
 

Netball Finals  
Our Netball B team played in the finals against 
Templestowe Park.  It was a very close game with 
our team losing by only two goals.  We 
congratulate this team on making the finals and 
displaying great sportsmanship.   
 

District Netball – The team played six games over 
the day and lost one game putting them in second 
place in the district.  This was a very good overall 
achievement.  Congratulations ! 
 

District T-Ball 
The boys’ team played six games at Serpell 
Primary School for a whole day.  They won two, 
drew one and lost three games.  The final result 
was they finished 4th overall in the Templestowe 
District.  It was a long day and the team did a great 
job with encouraging each other throughout the 
tournament. 

P&F Meeting  
Thanks for those parents who have attended our 
P&F get-togethers at the end of last term and the 
beginning of this term.  This week, I will be sending 
out information regarding various fundraising 
activities and dates.  We will need parent 
volunteers to organise each of these events with 
further information contained in a letter to be sent 
out.  One of the events that will need organising 
and volunteers from our parents, is the whole 
school disco on Friday, 13 September. 
 
Grandparent’s/Specials Person’s Day –  

 Friday 26 July 
We will be holding our first Grandparent’s/Special 
Person’s Day this Friday, beginning at 9.00am with 
Mass.  This will coincide with the feast of St 
Joachim and Saint Anne, the feast day of the 
grandparents of Jesus.  The Mass will be followed 
by time with the children in classrooms. We will 
finish the morning with a shared lunch and 
grandparents have the option of spending lunch 
play with their grandchildren.  Information and an 
invitation have been sent home with a reply slip.  
We look forward to as many grandparents coming 
along and celebrating us at OLOP. 
 
Year 6 Graduation Parent Meeting –  

 Tuesday 30 July 
We will be holding a Year 6 Graduation parent 
meeting to go through details of the organisation of 
the events the students will be involved in at the 
end of the year.  We invite all our Year 6 parents 
to a meeting in the staffroom on Tuesday, 30 
July at 6.30pm.   
 
Enrolment 2020 

If you have a child who will be entering Foundation  
(Prep) in 2020 & 2021, or know of anyone in the 
community who may be thinking of sending their 
child to Our Lady of the Pines Catholic Primary 
School, we are currently taking enrolments for 
2020 & 2021.   
 

Parents of new students can organise with Noreen 
Forsyth in Administration, for myself to take them 
on a tour and discuss all aspects of the school.  
Parents can obtain an enrolment application form 
from Noreen.  If these could be filled in and 
returned to school as soon as possible, it would be 
greatly appreciated. 
 

I wish everyone an enjoyable week and God 
Bless.                                Go the Blues! 
 
 

Brendan Keeling  -  Principal 
 

“We are Community” 



 

 
MINI VINNIES WINTER 

APPEAL 
 

Our Winter Appeal is going well, with many 
items of warm clothing already donated. 
 
Please leave your donated items in the  

 school foyer at the Mini Vinnies stand.  
 
 Many thanks for your donations to date. 

Term 3 – 2019 – CALENDAR    

Friday July 26  Grandparent’s Whole School Mass 

Wednesday July 31  Eucharist Student Workshop 

SATURDAY AUG 03  Eucharist Commitment Mass 

Wednesday Aug 07  Eucharist Parent/Child 

Thursday Aug 08  Premier’s Reading Challenge ends 

Friday Aug 09  Majors and Minors Recitals 

Sunday  Aug 11 
 SCIENCE WEEK begins 

 PARISH SOCIAL AFTERNOON – all welcome 

Monday Aug 12  STEM DAY  “Destination Moon” 

THURSDAY AUG 15   FEAST OF THE ASSUMPTION – School Feast Day 

Sunday Aug 18  BOOK WEEK BEGINS ‘ Reading Is My Secret Power’ 

SUNDAY AUG 18  FIRST EUCHARIST MASS 11:30 AM 

Monday Aug 19  BOOK WEEK PARADE 

Thursday Aug 22  ATHLETICS DAY 

SATURDAY AUG 24  FIRST EUCHARIST MASS 5:00PM 

SUNDAY AUG 25  FIRST EUCHARIST MASS 11:30AM 

Friday Aug 30   Father’s Day Celebration 

Sunday Sept 01  FATHER’S DAY 

FRIDAY SEPT 06  FIRST EUCHARIST WHOLE SCHOOL MASS 

Monday Sept 16  ITALIAN DAY 

Friday Sept 20  FOOTY DAY 

FRIDAY Sept 20  END OF TERM 3 – Students dismissed at 1:00pm 
 

Monday Oct 7  Beginning Term 4 



SCIENCE TERM 3 
 

Display outside the science room – pop in and have a look next time you are at school! 
 

As it is the 50th anniversary of the Apollo 11 lunar landing and first moonwalk, students 

across the school from F – 6 are learning all about the Moon.  Our title reflects the National 

Science Week 2019 theme –Destination Moon: more missions, more science. 
Science week is on 10-18 August with our STEM DAY organised for Monday, 12 August, 

(mark it in your diary).  One of the activities on this day will be the students showcasing 

their research about the Moon. 

 

I thought it would be interesting for those who watched the lunar landing 50 years ago to 

share those stories with the school community.  

 

So,  WHERE WERE YOU WHEN MAN FIRST LANDED ON THE 

MOON? 
 

If anyone would like to share their experiences please email me a brief description at 

(jpaul@olopdonvale.catholic.edu.au) and I will publish these stories in the newsletter over the 

next few weeks. 

 

My reflection: I was in primary school at St Joseph’s primary school in Toronto, NSW.  The 

nuns gathered the whole school on the veranda and we watched the landing on a black & white 

TV. Afterwards we had to write about what we saw. I remember thinking what an amazing 

thing it would be to walk on the Moon.     Regards Mrs Judy Paul (Science Specialist teacher) 

  

mailto:jpaul@olopdonvale.catholic.edu.au


 
 
 
 
 

Parent help needed … 
 

 

Help OLOP create “HISTORY” …… 
 

……and English literature, and fiction, 
 

and non-fiction!!! 
 
 

That’s right, it’s time to relocate the school  LIBRARY  into its 

permanent home. 
 

When: Tuesday, 30 July – 9:00am.  
 

Where: Meet at the school office. 
 

 
We will have a truck, approx. 35 Bunnings shopping trolleys 
and will require lots of parent help to make this move 
happen. We anticipate the move will take the whole school 
day, with any leftover work done the next day. However, we 
are very grateful for any time you may be able to help 
throughout each day. 
 
Lunch and drinks will be provided on Tuesday for all 
helpers. 

 
Please let Noreen in the office know if you can help. 
 
 
For any further information please contact Adrian Ferris – 0488 777 888. 



Mini Vinnies Winter Appeal  
 

 
 

“Let us do whatever 
good lies in our hands”  

Blessed Frederick Ozanam 

 
Please donate unwanted items... 

 Jackets and coats 

 Jumpers and 
windcheaters 

 Scarves  

 Beanies 

 Gloves/mittens 

 Blankets 

 Sleeping bags 
 

 
 
 Please leave your items  
 in the school office foyer. 

 Many thanks     

 

 From the OLOP  Mini Vinnies Action Team  



POP UP STALL -  PIZZA 

 
Thursday 25 JULY  

 
Thank you to Mrs Karipis and her helpers who have again organised  

another pop- up stall lunch day this Thursday. 

 

Choice of pizza are:    Margherita Pizza or 

Hawaiian Pizza 

 

Only $3.00 per slice   NO NEED TO 

ORDER. 

(Domino’s Pizza) 

 

 

 

OLOP PARISH NEWS 
 
The Our Lady of the Pines Parish Social Committee extends an invitation to you to their next fundraising 
event. 
We would love to see school and parish families get together for this entertaining Pleasant Sunday of 
music.  This is an afternoon event and you can organise your babysitters while you have a rocking and 
rolling great time with friends and an early night back home! 



GENERAL NOTICES – SCHOOL   

Disclaimer: Our Lady of the Pines provides advertisements within this newsletter as a service to the school 

community. 

Our Lady of the Pines is not responsible for, and expressly disclaims all liability for damages of any kind arising out 

of use, reference to, or reliance on any information contained in the newsletter.  While the information contained in 

this document is periodically updated, no guarantee is given that the information provided is correct, complete, and 

up to date

.

 

Weekly Newsletter 
Our school newsletter is sent to parents via email 
and Flexibuzz on Tuesday of each week.  Our 
newsletter is also available via email to any other 
interested person or group.  Please email  
newsletter@olopdonvale.catholic.edu.au to 
request a weekly copy or to UNSUBSCRIBE. 
Deadline for newsletter articles is 1:00pm 
Monday. 
 

 

SCHOOL UNIFORM SHOP 
 – (New uniform items)   Our school uniform shop 
is opened twice each week:  
TUESDAY MORNINGS: 8:30 to 9:30am and  
THURSDAY AFTERNOONS3:00 to 4:00pm 
 

Contact:  Vera Scala 0400 896 390 
 

 

SECOND HAND UNIFORM SHOP 
The second-hand uniform shop is located in the 
Grade 1 community area.  
Opening hours: 

Tuesdays 8.45 am – 9.30 am   (Natasha) 
Thursdays 3:00 pm – 3:45 pm  

(Ina & Marita) 
Cash or cheques only.  Cheques are payable to 
Our Lady of the Pines P&F.  
Donations of second hand items in good condition 
are always needed, however if they could be 
laundered before being sent to school, it would be 
very much appreciated. 
For further information please call. 
NATASHA LIMNEOS  on 0423 158 068 
 

BOOK CLUB 
 
The new book club catalogue has been sent home 
today. 
 

Orders are due 23 July and only  

online orders can be accepted. 

 

STUDENT ABSENCES 
 

Please note that it is very important, and a legal 
requirement, that all student absences are to be 
reported on our Flexibuzz app, before 9:30am on 
the day of absence. 

 
 

 

Woolworths Earn 

& Learn 
 

Thank you to all the students 

who have been bringing in completed 

sheets of stickers 
 

Final Sticker 

count  

34,740 
ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS 

(Please support our fundraising for OLOP) 
  

The new 2019/2020 Entertainment Memberships 
are available from the school..  

You could win 5 nights in Hawaii plus a 
$400 Jetstar Voucher + a $200  

Masterpass voucher 
 
 

Buy your copy now at  
 

https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/
1809v24 

 

mailto:newsletter@olopdonvale.catholic.edu.au
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Reflection 
 

 
A PRAYER FOR GRANDPARENTS 

 
Dear God 

 
Please bless our Grandparents. 

 
Thank you for the life they gave my parents  

and for the life they give to me. 
 

For the ways they heped me and made me strong, I give thanks. 
For the ways they love me no matter what, I rejoice. 

For the ways they have paved the road that leads me here, 
I am grateful. 

Let them grow in wisdom and joy in life. 
Let them find peace and rest from their work. 
Let them be healed of every sickness and pain. 

And let them see with their own eyes the glory of your Son, Jesus,  
in the love of their chilren and grandchildren. 

Bless them always until they come to rest in you. 
 

We ask this through Christ our Lord,   
Amen. 

 
 
 

.. Diana Macalintal 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


