
 

 

A CHRISTMAS PRAYER 

Bless us, Lord, this Christmas 

With quietness of mind; 

Teach us to be patient 

And always to be kind; 

Give us reassurance 

When everything goes wrong 

So our faith remains unfaltering – 

Our hope and courage strong, 

And show us that in quietness 

We can feel your presence near, 

Filling us with joy and peace 

 All seasons of the year                   Helen Steiner Rice 

Week 11 - Term 4 

  11 December 2018  

 

 



 

 
 
 

Dear Parents, Carers, Staff and Students 
 
‘God gave us a gift of 86,400 seconds today.  

 Have you used yours to say thanks’  
William Arthur Ward 

 
In life it is the little things that can have the biggest 
impact.  Often by taking a moment to say thank you 
to someone for something they are doing or have 
done, can be quite powerful and much more 
proactive than telling someone what they are not 
doing.  Over the remaining days of school, we are 
challenging our students to say thanks for things 
they would normally take for granted.  When given 
the time we can be quite surprised by how many 
things we do have to be thankful for.  
 
We have come to the end of a very successful year 
here at Our Lady of the Pines Catholic Primary 
School.  I am sure we all have fond memories of the 
school year for 2018.  I would like to acknowledge 
and give thanks to all members of our school 
community and parish for their enthusiasm, 
dedication and support of our wonderful school.  I 
would like to say thanks to the following people who 
I do not thank enough: 
 
To: 
 Fr Jerald Cecil for his support and guidance of 

our school throughout the year.  

 our committed teachers, for the extra learning 
opportunities, care and effort they provide all of 
our students which goes far beyond what they 
are expected to do.  Also to the staff who 
consolidated learning through camps and 
excursions, often when these occur outside of 
normal hours; Vanessa Campbell, Jane Jones, 
Cathy Moroney, Anna Chiera, Sue Ford, Juanita 
Monahan, Jacinta Mylonas, Jenny Rhoderick, 
Monica Poulton, Sarah Ciurleo, Clare Davis, 
Maria Teasdale, Mel Whittle, Giulia Costa, 
Denise Kolokotronis, Amalia De Fazio, Sally 
Jenkins, Steve Nugent, Sarah Pedersen, Matt 
Green, Julie Carrick, Anne Jenkins, Danielle 
Saulsman, Bree Walker, Danielle Cuthbertson, 
Michael Zerbi, Pauline King, Judy Paul, Kathy 
Stewart and Rochelle Buckley 

 the Executive Leadership Team for their 
continual leadership and support of student 
learning and upholding our Catholic ethos – 
Rochelle Buckley, Giulia Costa, Anne Jenkins, 
Judy Paul and Kathy Stewart

 

 the Leadership Team for their continual 
leadership and support of student learning 
and upholding our Catholic ethos which 
includes our Executive Leadership team and 
– Clare Davis, Sue Ford, Mel Whittle and 
Danielle Saulsman 

 the Administration staff, Noreen Forsyth and 
Helen Johnson, for their dedication and 
support of the school 

 the Learning Support Officers, Trish Gurney, 
Fiona Murphy, Dom Rausa, Nadia Vovos, 
Megan Plowright and Noreen Forsyth for 
their support  

 our Library Technician, Maryanne Walker, 
for her work in the library and also Nadia 
Vovos who has replaced Maryanne  

 our Physical Education specialist, Danielle 
Cuthbertson, and Bree Walker earlier in the 
year, for their organisation of our sporting 
carnivals and students representing our 
school at zone carnivals as well as 
interschool sports 

 Anne Jenkins and Linda Barker for their 
dedication, support and guidance of our choir 

 Judy Paul for her support and guidance of 
the Green Thumbs group 

 Mel Whittle and helpers including Anna 
Chiera for their support and guidance of the 
Code Club 

 Kathy Stewart for her organisation of the 
Games group 

 Michael Zerbi and Juanita Monahan as well 
as all our staff in setting up and 
performances on Journey to Bethlehem 

 Michael Zerbi and all our staff in preparing 
performances at our recent Fair  

 Denise Kolokotronis for her work on the Art 
Show for the Fair, as well as our staff who 
assisted  setting up the area 

 Clare Davis and staff involved in the  
preparation and guidance of the 
Sacramental programs and Masses 

 Catherine Fyfe and her very dedicated 
volunteers who prepared and implemented a 
highly successful and profitable Community 
Fair 

 

 



 

 

 

 the Du Toit family who have helped out with 
sound and lighting during many 
performances  

 the Fabbris family who continually support 
and provide donations of smallgoods for 
school fundraising efforts  

 the year six graduation committee for the 
fantastic efforts in preparing the Year 6 
graduation dinner and Year Book 

 the team of mothers who regularly organise 
our icy-pole and chips each Wednesday at 
lunchtime 

 our loyal cleaning staff, Anesti and Xavier 
and Alex from Proviron, who keep our school 
neat and tidy  

 James Manche who is our accountant and 
continues to guide and monitor our finances 
throughout the year 

 Amanda Smith, from Catholic Education 
Melbourne,  who is my Principal Consultant, 
as well as Marwin Austerberry, our Eastern 
Region Manager 

 Joe Salamone who continues to do lots of big 
and little jobs around the school when 
needed and his amazing work throughout the 
year around the whole school.   

 Joe Salamone, Aneste Kotsakidis and 
Adrian Ferris for their huge efforts and 
support during our move at the end of third 
term in preparation for our building 
project.  Also to our dedicated family 
volunteers who helped with the big move of 
our library to the meeting room at the end of 
the third term 

 Tser Lin Hetherton for her hard work and 
dedication as our Information Technology 
consultant 

 Vu Dinh who provides weekly support to our 
staff around IT maintenance and work with 
our administration system 

 Liza Jansz and the parish for their efforts 
throughout the 2018 year 

 our Advisory Board, who has provided 
guidance as well as direction in many areas 
of the school: Matt Coviello, Fiona Bussutil, 
Ellen Pearson, Vanessa White, Nathan 
Condie, Sam Giandinoto and Rebecca 
Reginato 

 

 

 

 

 Vera Scala from PSW, who manages our 
uniform shop and assists our families 
throughout the year 

 
 ALL our dedicated parents who volunteer 

their time and help in our classrooms, library 
and around the school 

 the parents who take the time to write a note, 
make a phone call or come into the school to 
discuss a concern, provide their thought and 
give positive feedback to the school 

 the parents for the wonderful work they do 
with their children, They are a credit to you 
Thank you parents for the partnership you 
have formed at our school 

 and finally, and most importantly, to our 
students for their continual love of learning, 
positive improvements as a whole in 
behaviour and willingness to become 
responsible members of society.  They all 
contribute to make Our Lady of the Pines a 
rewarding experience. 

 To all other helpers, who have supported 
our school, my most sincere thanks. 

   
 
The 2018 school year has been a very busy one full 
of challenges and I have been impressed with how 
our school community has embraced these 
challenges and worked for the common good of our 
students, particularly as we have had moves in Term 
Four during the start of our building project. 
 
 



 

 
 
Thoughts, congratulations and well wishes 
It is exciting that we announce the news that Sally 
Jenkins is pregnant with her second baby.  We wish 
her all the best in 2019 as she heads onto maternity 
leave. 
 
Also to Mel Whittle who is heading on maternity 
leave for the birth of her first child at the beginning 
of the year.  Good luck at this exciting times. 

 
Grade 6 leavers of 2018 
I would like to take this opportunity to wish our Year 
6 students who are heading off to various secondary 
schools next year, the best of luck in their future 
endeavours as they continue on their journey.  They 
have been a credit to our school and their families 
as they have represented our school with great 
distinction and guided our younger students with 
their examples of faith, hard work and compassion 
 
Congratulations and good luck …… 
 

Lourdes Agius Jake Alfredini   

Gianna Andreoli  Jude Bateman 

Isabella Bonello Oscar Bonnici 

Joshua Bratovic Tamara Bratovic 

Charlie Camilleri Antony Catanchin 

David Clonan Jaimi Cook 

Liam Cooke Kahlya Cornoiu 

Olivia Curiale Holly Dillon 

Kara Elliott Alessi Farchione 

James Fennell Lucas Ficarra 

Sienna Gagliardi Callum Garlick 

Alyssa Gooi Sienna Hills 

Charlotte Holding Victoria Hynes 

Lewis Kelepouris Paris Kelepouris 

Jake Koutsoheras Sienna Lanera 

Marc Margarejo Lily Martinico 

Sienna Oxnam James Palumbo 

Jordan Ruggieri Eddie Sadler 

Robbi Sadler Justin Shek 

Hridyan Singh Noah Spouse 

Rhydel Tora Olivia Van Winckel 

Claire Vincent Xavier Wallace 

Dylan Watts Liam Webb 

Evelyn  Wraith 

 

 
Leaving Families 
We have a number of families who will be leaving us 
this year as their children have finished their journey 
here at OLOP.  We wish them and their children 
continued happiness and success and thank them 
for their significant contributions over the years.  
  
Thank you for your contribution to our school: 

Agius Family Andreoli Family 

Bateman Family Bratovic Family 

Camilleri Family Cook Family 

Cornoiu Family Dillon Family 

Fennell Family Gagliardi Family 

Gooi Family Hynes Family 

Kelepouris Family Martinico Family 

Sadler Family Spouse Family 

Vincent Family Wallace Family 

Watts Family Webb Family 

Wraith Family 
 
 

 
Starting Date for 2019 School Year 
All Foundation to Year 6 students will start on 
Thursday, 31 January, 2019 at normal school time. 
 

 
School Times - 2019 
 

8.40am - 8.50am Students arrive at school 

8.50am Meditation in classrooms 

8.55am Session 1 in class 

10.55am Lunch break eating time in the 
classrooms 

11.10am Lunch play time for students 

11.50am Session 2 in class 

1.50pm Recess break eating time in the 
 classrooms 

2.00pm Recess play time for students 

2.20pm Session 3 

3.20pm School Finish time 
 

 



 

 
 
 
Class structures for 2019 and Staffing 
Our class structure is designed around providing the 
best balance for all our students, the best learning 
opportunities and teams for student learning and the 
greatest capacity in teaching teams.  Our class 
teachers have been finalised and class structure for 
2019 is as follows: 
 
Class structures for 2019 and Staffing 
Our class structure is designed around providing 
the best balance for all our students, the best 
learning opportunities and teams for student 
learning and the greatest capacity in teaching 
teams.  Our class teachers have been finalised and 
class structure for 2019 is as follows: 
 
Classes 2019 
Foundation - 1 Vanessa Campbell and 
 Michael Zerbi 
Foundation - 2  Jane Jones and  
 Rochelle Buckley 
 
Junior - 1 Anna Chiera and Judy Paul 
Junior - 2 Sue Ford and  
 Maria Teasdale 
Junior - 3 Jenny Rhoderick  
Junior - 4 Jacinta Mylonas 
 
Middle – 1 Clare Davis and  
 Danielle Saulsman 
Middle - 2 Giulia Costa and Matt Green 
Middle - 3 Sarah Ciurleo  
Middle - 4 Cathy Moroney and 
 Monica Poulton 
 
Senior - 1 Jessica Tibaldi 
Senior - 2 Stephen Nugent  
Senior - 3 Anne Jenkins and  
 Denise Kolokotronis 
Senior - 4 Julie Carrick  
 

 
Specialist Classes - Tuesday, Wednesday, 
Thursday and Friday 

Performing Arts  Michael Zerbi 

Italian Maria Teasdale 

Physical Education  Danielle Cuthbertson  

Visual Arts  Denise Kolokotronis 

Science  Judy Paul 
  

 
 
 
 
Reading Recovery - Literacy Intervention   
 Pauline King 
Administration - 
 Noreen Forsyth 
 Helen Johnson – initial Term 1 
 New staff member in Term 1 onwards 

Library - Nadia Vovos 
I.T. Consultant Tser Lin Hetherton 
 
IT Technical Support - Vu Dinh 

Teacher Aides - Ina Cheng 
 Noreen Forsyth 
 Trish Gurney 
 Fiona Murphy 
 Megan Plowright 
 Dom Rausa  
 Nadia Vovos 
 
Maintenance/Grounds  Anesti  Kotsakidis 
 
Cleaning  Anesti  Kotsakidis 

 Xavier Blanco 
 

Leadership - 2019 
Parish Priest  Fr Jerald Cecil 
 

Principal  Brendan Keeling 
 

Deputy Principal  
+ Teaching and Learning Leader  
 Rochelle Buckley 
 

Religious Education Curriculum Leader  
 Giulia Costa 
 

Religious Education Sacramental Leader   
 Clare Davis 
 

Numeracy Foundation/Junior Leader 
+ Learning Framework in Numeracy Leader  
 Judy Paul 
 

Numeracy Middle/Senior Leader  
 Danielle Saulsman 
 

Literacy Foundation/Junior Leader  Sue Ford 
 

Literacy Middle/Senior Leader  
+ NAPLAN Leader  Anne Jenkins 
 

Wellbeing Leader  
+ Additional Needs Leader  Kathy Stewart 
 

Information Technology Leader  Anna Chiera 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
Welcome 
I would like to welcome Jessica Tibaldi to our staff 
for 2019.  Jessica will be teaching Senior 1 (S-1).  
Jessica is a passionate educator who has a bubbly 
personality and a quiet confidence.  She comes 
highly recommended and is looking forward to work 
with our senior teams in 2019 

 
Thank you and wishing all the best  
 

 I would like to take the opportunity to thank 
Juanita Monahan who will be retiring at the end 
of the 2018 school year.  Juanita has been a 
fantastic mentor, ambassador and quality 
teacher at OLOP for many years.  She is sad to 
finish her time as a teacher but also excited to 
spend more time with her family and growing 
group of grandchildren.  We wish her all the best 
in the next phase of her life. 

 
 I would like to take the opportunity to thank Joe 

Salamone who will be retiring at the end of this 
year.  Joe has been an amazing asset at OLOP.  
No job has ever been too big for Joe.  He is ever 
so obliging and willing to assist wherever 
possible.  Joe seems to have been on duty 24/7.  
He will certainly be greatly missed.  We wish him 
all the best in his retirement. 
 

 I would like to take the opportunity to thank 
Helen Johnson who will be retiring at the end 
of the school year, for which we are grateful. 
Helen’s calming presence and work ethic will be 
greatly missed.   Although retired, she will be 
returning for a short period of time in February, 
for us to complete our 2018 audit and 
handover.  We wish her all the best. 

 
 I would like to take the opportunity to thank 

Sarah Pedersen who will be finishing at OLOP 
at the end of the 2018 school year.  Sarah has 
moved with her family to Phillip Island.  Sarah’s 
dedication and enthusiasm has been infectious 
and she will be missed.  We wish Sarah and her 
family all the best in the next chapter of her life.  

 

 I am sure you will join me in thanking each and 
everyone of our departing teachers and staff 
members who are moving in different directions 
in their life.

 

 
 
Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays 
We would like to sincerely thank all the families for 
their support and partnership throughout 2019.  It 
has been another successful year at Our Lady of the 
Pines Catholic Primary School.  We thank everyone 
for their time and energy in making our school 
community the special place it is.  I am looking 
forward to leading a vibrant, exciting and robust 
education environment for our students, staff and 
parents of the OLOP community.  It is an exciting 
period of transformation and change we are 
undertaking, particular as we are in the middle of our 
building project and moving forward into 
2019.  Thank you for all your support to the 
numerous changes that have already taken place 
that are of benefit to your children here at OLOP as 
well as our staff, and the future of our progressive 
school.  We wish all families a safe and enjoyable 
Christmas and holiday break. 
 
Brendan Keeling 
Principal 
 

“We are Community 
 

Our Lady of the Pines Parish 
PLENARY COUNCIL LISTENING and 

DIALOGUE  
Some people find the first question asked in 

relation to the Plenary Council Listening and 

Dialogue Program a little abstract.  The question is  

“What do you think God is asking of us in Australia 
at this time? (500 word limit - if you  
would like to upload additional material, you can do 
so at the end of the submission)” 
 
At one of our OLOP Plenary Council Listening and 
Dialogue Sessions, the following was brought to the 
session as a possible answer to that question: 
 
In 2013 Bishop Eugene Hurley, now retired bishop 
of Darwin, called on all to strive, with love, to close 
the chasm between the Church and Christ; to heal 
the wounds, warm the hearts, and be closer to the 
people. 

 

COMMUNITY FAIR – special thanks 

We would like to make a special mention to the 
following families and their businesses for the very 
generous contribution and support to our recent 
Communit Fair.  They donated so kindly and 
without them we would not have been as profitable. 
Fabbris small Goods Karen’s Cakes 
Pizza72 in Heathmount



 

 
 

FOUNDATION ORIENTATION – FRIDAY  

 

OLOP AWARDS 
Positive Behaviour for Learning (PBL)  -  2018 Term 4 Weeks 8 and 9 

 

These students were presented and congratulated following our whole school   Mass last week. 



 

 
Reflection: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The Principal, Brendan Keeling, and staff  

wish you a very blessed Christmas  

with your family and friends and a very  

safe and happy holiday. 
 


