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Dear Parents, Carers, Staff and Students 
 
 

Principal’s Reflection  

 
I hope everyone has had a relaxing break over the term holidays.  It was great 
to see all the smiling faces of the children back at school this week and we look 
forward to a very productive and hard-working third term. 
 

 
‘It’s not okay to be away … nor to be late to school’ 

Michael Grose (Parenting Educator) 
  

When children miss school, not only is their academic progress impeded, forcing 
them to catch up in various ways on missed work (which they may never do), 
they often miss important interactions with their peers which can compound 
issues of social isolation and low self-esteem.  One of the most important things 
you can do to ensure your child has a bright future is to make sure he or she goes 
to school every day – even more importantly they get there on time.  This sounds 
simplistic but it is pertinent and true.  The correlation between school attendance 
and children’s achievement levels is well-established.  The more time children 
spend at school the more likely they are to experience school success. 
 
Conversely, according to a report from the Victorian Auditor General, students 
who are regularly absent from school are at the greatest risk of dropping out of 
school early and of experiencing long-term unemployment.  Statistics from 
around Australia indicate that the average student misses 12 to 15 days per 
school year with parent-condoned absenteeism highest amongst primary-aged 
children.  This adds up to over a year’s lost schooling at these levels over the 
school-life of a child.  In today’s highly competitive world, this rate of absenteeism 
is alarming, putting those children at a distinct disadvantage. 
  
Children absent from school in a number of cases is legitimate with illness but it 
has become more prevalent for children to have days off for birthdays, spending 
time with parents, absent because they stayed up too late, going shopping with 
mum, extended long weekends and children not wanting to take part in sports 
days, specials events and camps.  This type of absenteeism sends a strong 
message to children that parent’s don’t value learning.  Australian children spend 
15% of their total time at school.  They spend more time asleep than they do at 
school.  We need to maximise every day to get value at school and this means 
getting to school on time. 
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Missing a few minutes at the start of the day may 
not seem like a big deal but your child is missing 
more than you realise if they are continually 
late.  When children arrive late it creates various 
problems that on the outside are not always 
apparent and they also miss the valuable 
beginning to each school day, as well as the 
disruption this places to all other children in the 
class.  As a parent myself, I know how persuasive 
children can be in wanting various things. I can’t 
stress enough it takes strong will to resist the 
persistent pressure that children can bring to bear.  
This can be particularly pertinent to children who 
aren’t as keen on school, are finding it difficult, 
want to spend time doing other things with family 
at home or various other reasons.  The answer 
should always be ‘no’.  As parents we need to 
make a commitment that our children make the 
most of their precious times at school.  Of course 
there will be times, such as illness or genuinely 
extenuating circumstances, when children should 
be away.  These need to be a rarity rather than the 
norm.  It is reassuring to know that you increase 
the chances of future success for your children by 
school attendance and being on time.  Regular 
school attendance also helps our children prepare 
for the workforce, where it will be expected they 
turn up each day work-ready.  The real world is 
unforgiving of those who stay away with no excuse 
and the foundation is laid now in primary school. 
 
Assemblies 
Thank you to all those parents who are attending 
our general assemblies.  I would like to invite all 
parents, if you are able, to the fortnightly Monday 
afternoon assemblies, to come along as we 
welcome the week and share news as a whole 
school.  The assemblies are in the church and 
begin at 2.20pm.  The following dates are for our 
assemblies this term: 
 Monday 29 July Monday 12 August
 Monday 26 August Monday 9 September 
 
Interschool Sports - Netball Finals –  
 Tuesday 16 July 
Our Netball B interschool sports team are playing 
Templestowe Park Primary School this afternoon 
at Serpells Primary School.  We wish them all the 
best and congratulations for qualifying for the 
finals. 
 
P&F Meeting –  Wednesday 17 July 
Following on from the meeting held last term, 
parents have organised a follow up meeting this 
Wednesday evening at 7:00pm.  We urge parents 
to come along and show their support.  There is 
more detailed information on page 9 in this 
newsletter.   
 

District Netball & T-Ball –  Thursday 18 July 
Our Mixed Netball Team are playing in the round 
robin competition on Thursday at Leeds Street, 
East Doncaster, from 9:-1 
The T-Ball team are playing at Serpells PS and will 
be there for the day.  We wish them good luck. 
 

Grandparent’s/Specials Person’s Day –  
  Friday 26 July 
We will be holding our first Grandparents/Special 
Person’s Day next Friday, 26 July, starting at 
9.00am with Mass for the whole school and our 
visitors.  This will coincide with the feast of St 
Joachim and Saint Anne, the feast day of the 
grandparents of Jesus.   
 

The Mass will be followed by time with your 
children/grandchildren in classrooms reading 
books and looking around the room.  We will finish 
with a shared lunch and grandparents have the 
option of spending lunch play with their 
grandchildren.  More information and an invitation 
will be sent out in the coming days.   We look 
forward to as many grandparents coming along 
and celebrating at OLOP with us. 
 

Year 6 Graduation Parent Meeting –  
 Tuesday 30 July 
We will be holding a Year 6 Graduation parents’ 
meeting to go through the details for the 
organisation of the events the students will be 
involved in at the end of the year.  We invite all our 
Year 6 parents to a meeting in the staffroom on 
Tuesday, 30 July at 7.00pm. 
 

NCCD - Nationally Consistent Collection of 
Data 
'When educators incorporate inclusive 
pedagogical choices into their practice, they foster 
an environment that embraces the education of all 
students regardless of their cultural background, 
socio-economic status, learning needs, 
exceptional ability or disability, and create 
educational communities that celebrate diversity 
and combat discrimination.' 

Horizons of Hope  Framework (CEM) 
 

The Nationally Consistent Collection of Data on 
School Students with Disabilities (the national data 
collection) is an annual collection that counts the 
number of school students with disability and the 
level of reasonable educational adjustment they 
are provided with. 
The national data collection will count students 
who have been identified as receiving an 
adjustment to address a disability under the 
Disability Discrimination Act 1992 (the DDA).  
To provide you with further information here is the 
link to the NCCD Information Sheet for Parents & 
Carers provided by the Catholic Education, 
Melbourne (CEM).  See attachment to the 

newsletter. 

http://www.comlaw.gov.au/Details/C2013C00022


New Students 
At assembly this week Mr Keeling introduced four 
new students.   

Elle, Eva, Milana and Jason 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We welcome them and their families into our 
community. 
 
 

Enrolment 2020 

If you have a child who will be entering Foundation  
(Prep) in 2020 & 2021, or know of anyone in the 
community who may be thinking of sending their 
child to Our Lady of the Pines Catholic Primary 
School, we are currently taking enrolments for 
2020 & 2021.   
 

Parents of new students can organise with Noreen 
Forsyth in Administration, for myself to take them 
on a tour and discuss all aspects of the school.  
Parents can obtain an enrolment application form 
from Noreen.  If these could be filled in and 
returned to school as soon as possible, it would be 
greatly appreciated. 
 

I wish everyone an enjoyable week and God 
Bless.                                Go the Blues! 
 
 

Brendan Keeling  -  Principal 
 

“We are Community”  

 

 

OLOP PARISH NEWS 
 
The Our Lady of the Pines Parish Social Committee extends an invitation to you to their next fundraising 
event. 
We would love to see school an parish families get together for this entertaining Pleasant Sunday of music.  
This is an afternoon event and you can organise your babysitters while you have a rocking and rolling great 
time with friends and an early night back home! 

 



 
MINI VINNIES WINTER APPEAL 
 
Our Mini Vinnies Student Action Team has been busy working on their ‘Winter Appeal’, 
and need your support to collect items of clothing for people in our community who may 
be struggling through the winter months.  
 
You’ll see posters around the school and reminders on Facebook and in the newsletter.  
 
Please leave all donated items in the school foyer near the office.  
 
Many thanks 

Term 3 – 2019 – CALENDAR    

Wednesday July 17  P&F Meeting .. 7:00pm  ..  Please come along. 

Friday July 26  Grandparent’s Whole School Mass 

Wednesday July 31  Eucharist Student Workshop 

SATURDAY AUG 03  Eucharist Commitment Mass 

Wednesday Aug 07  Eucharist Parent/Child 

Thursday Aug 08  Premier’s Reading Challenge ends 

Friday Aug 09  Majors and Minors Recitals 

Sunday  Aug 11 
 SCIENCE WEEK begins 

 PARISH SOCIAL AFTERNOON – all welcome 

Monday Aug 12  STEM DAY  “Destination Moon” 

THURSDAY AUG 15   FEAST OF THE ASSUMPTION – School Feast Day 

Sunday Aug 18  BOOK WEEK BEGINS ‘ Reading Is My Secret Power’ 

SUNDAY AUG 18  FIRST EUCHARIST MASS 11:30 AM 

Monday Aug 19  BOOK WEEK PARADE 

Thursday Aug 22  ATHLETICS DAY 

SATURDAY AUG 24  FIRST EUCHARIST MASS 5:00PM 

SUNDAY AUG 25  FIRST EUCHARIST MASS 11:30AM 

Friday Aug 30   Father’s Day Celebration 

Sunday Sept 01  FATHER’S DAY 

FRIDAY SEPT 06  FIRST EUCHARIST WHOLE SCHOOL MASS 

Monday Sept 16  ITALIAN DAY 

Friday Sept 20  FOOTY DAY 

FRIDAY Sept 20  END OF TERM 3 – Students dismissed at 1:00pm 
 

Monday Oct 7  Beginning Term 4 



HISTORICAL NARRATIVES from Year 6 students 

 

           

 

 

Peter Lalor …  Liam Coviello 
 

 

Where are the spokespeople for us?”, said a miner. 
 
Worried talk started and the miners got rowdy. Then I stepped up onto a 
stump and said, Comrades!  Assist me to pray for these men that fight for 
their rights and liberties.  Now fall in comrades, and march behind our 
standard to the Eureka! 
The miners followed me and we built a wooden stockade and waited for the 
police to come. 
 

 
“Here they come”, I said to the miners.   
Arm yourselves.  When they got close, we fired at them.  
A lot of the police got past our stockade and the war 
started.  A few police were killed but more miners were 
killed than police.  I escaped but was shot in the arm.  
My arm was later cut off (amputated.) 
 
 
 

The rebellion ended on the same day it started and we lost.  Quite a lot of 
miners were taken prisoner.  Now I’m ‘Wanted’ for treasonable and 
seditious language because I talked the miners into going against the 
government.  The reward is 400 pounds, but they spelt my name wrong.  
It’s ‘Lalor’, not ‘Lawlor’, so they probably won’t catch me. 
 
 
They cancelled the ‘Wanted’ and I was elected into government as the 
member for Ballarat.  I’m in the Australian Upper House and when I was 
young, I had interest in politics.  Even when I was elected, I still fought for 
miners’ rights and liberties, making them fairer and better for all miners. 

 

  



 

 

 

Crossing the Blue Mountains  …. Libby Wans 
 

As I travelled up the rocky mountain, I felt the harsh cold air blow against my skin.  My 

legs ache and my head pounds.  A pain stabs through my chest.  I feel like I can’t walk 

another step but the thought of giving up makes me even more tired.  
 

The year is 1813 and I’m twenty-eight years of age.  I am currently trying to find land on 

these mountains.  I am with William Lawson and Gregory Blaxland.  
 

“I can’t go on”, Blaxland said through deep breaths of exhaustion.  “This could be great if we 

want it to be, but we must keep going”, I told him.  I looked up to the sky as it got darker.  It 

was becoming harder to see. “We should stop”, said Lawson “It’s getting darker”.  “Let’s find 

a spot to put our stuff down and sleep”, insisted Blaxland.  
 

I was awoken by a shake and some cold water being poured over my forehead.  A hand was 

around my wrist, pushing down to make sure there was still a pulse.  I looked up expecting it 

to be bright and sunny, but I was surprised by a dark haziness and gloom through the night 

sky.  
 

We kept walking and I went look near the edge to see if there was anything up ahead. As I 

turned my head to tell Blaxland and Lawson there was something ahead, when suddenly, I 

lost my balance.  My foot slipped and I collapsed over the edge. As I fell, I let my body give 

into gravity.  Thoughts raced through my head.  The wind flew past me as I kept falling down.  

I wanted to do something, but my body simply wouldn't let me. 
 

I felt a thud beneath me as my body hit the ground hard.  Rocks stabbed through my spine and 

sticks scratched my skin.  A call came from up above and I slowly opened my eyes. The glare 

of the sun made it hard to see the two figures looking over the edge calling out my name.  My 

eyes watered from the blazing sun.  I felt my eyes slowly close before I could yell out back to 

them.  I found myself falling into a deep sleep.  
 

I was awoken by a shake and some cold water being poured over my forehead. A hand was 

around my wrist, pushing down to make sure there was still a pulse. I looked up expecting it 

to be bright and sunny, but I was surprised by a dark haziness and gloom through the night 

sky.  
 

I tried sitting up as thudding pain began throughout my whole body. I lay back down and 

turn my neck. I looked over at three huge rocks that shimmered against the pitch black night 

sky.  
 

I thought of the Aboriginal legend of ‘The Three Sisters,’ who had 

turned into stone. ‘The Three Sisters,’ all loved three different 

brothers, but both the tribes forbid their love. They went against 

their family wishes and loved them anyway, and turned to stone.  

 

  



 

 

 
 

Banjo Paterson – Narrative – Misha DuToit 

 

“Once a jolly swagman camped by a billabong”, I sang 

underneath my breath.  “Under the shade of a 

coolibah tree”.  I took a deep breath, trying to 

concentrate on nothing other than my words.  “He 

sang as he watched and waited ‘til his billy boiled. 

You’ll come a-Waltzing Matilda with me”.  A tear 

rolled down my cheek.  I closed my eyes.  I would kill 

to be back in that humid, depressing office that I 

called my own, anywhere other than here.  
 

BANG! BANG! BANG!  I scurried deeper into the darkening cave, hearing bullets fly 

overhead.  I was going to die, but at least I would die in honour, serving my country.  But 

was I ready to go?  Would anyone ever find my decaying body in a country that isn’t my 

own? I never had a chance to fall in love, or have children, or to go back home and for one 

last time glide across the paddocks riding my favourite horse.  It felt as though now 

everything was so clear.  I had lived a life, a darn good one if I say so myself, but there 

was still so much more that I could do. 
 

But what was the point to realise all of this now?  Death was coming for me.  I could feel 

it in my bones. Days had passed, and yet no one had come for me.  It was getting warmer 

too, and one more day without water would be lethal. I put my head into my hands and 

started to weep.  I knew that men weren’t supposed to cry, but who was going to hear me 

now? 
 

I just sat there hunched in a ball crying for who knows how long, but eventually I had 

cried all the tears I could cry and I put my body against the cold rock of the dark cave.  

After some more thinking, I had come to a conclusion. I had impacted lives, I had made 

people happy again and I had gained recognition for my country all over the world.  Even 

though there was more that I could do, I had done enough.  If it was my time to go, then 

I was ready to go. 
 

I looked around the cave, I wouldn’t ever see daylight again. “Thank you”, I whispered 

looking up at the roof of the cave.  “Thank you for the life that you gave me.”  I then 

closed my eyes knowing that I would never open them again.  I heard loud movement, it 

was my time to go.  I shut my eyes tighter.  “I think I’ve got him!” 

someone yelled in a familiar accent.  I forced my eyes open.  I was 

staring directly at a soldier dressed in my colours.  “Are you who they 

call The Banjo?” the man asked gently.  I smiled and nodded.  He smiled 

back.  “We’ve been looking for you mate.  It’s time to go home.”  He 

responded putting out his hand.  I took it, as he pulled me out of the 

cave.  I guess I had still had more to do, it wasn’t my time to go.  
 
 

 

 
  



OLOP AWARDS 

Positive Behaviour for Learning (PBL) 
 
 

2019 Term 2 Weeks 9&10 

At OLOP we are called to be our best to act justly, love tenderly and walk humbly with our God 
 

We congratulate the students who have received awards in the last two weeks, for living up to any of our 
special OLOP expectations or practising any of our other values! Other OLOP values are: Friendliness, 
Courage, Honesty, Determination, Confidence, Consideration, Acceptance, Caring, Assertiveness, 
Persistence and Resilience. 

 

Level 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     

Prep  
Holly B 

 
Marcus M 

 
Alyssia V 

 
Noah C 

 
Aleksandr N 

 
Charlie Ton 

 
Karson C 

 
Samuel B 

 

Years 
1&2 

 
Elly Z 

 
Chloe L 

 
Lucas B 

 
Maya M 

 
Sonny C 

 
Oscar N 

Years 
3&4 

 
Matilda F 

 
Hannah N 

 
Zac C 

 
Phoenix S 

 

 
Jack C 

 
 
Zac T 

 
James D 

 
Scarlett H 
 

Years 
5&6 

 
Jerome B 

 
Sarah P 
 

 
LiAncke B 

 
Ronan M 

 
Marco T 

 
Mia Sal 

 
Zoe C 

 
Jose G 

 
Mia F 

 
Andrew D 

 
Abbey D 

 
Ethan F-S 

 
Ava I 

 
Kiara F 

 
Archer C 

 
Students may receive awards for any one of our four PBL behaviour expectations or for showing any of our ‘You 
Can Do It’ values. 
 

 
  



 

PARENTS AND FRIENDS NOTICE 
 

 
The NEW Parents & Friends Fun-Raising Group 

 
The feedback from the parent’s survey has been reviewed by the school.  Unfortunately, 
without sufficient interest in filling the official roles required, the Parents & Friends 
Committee, as we’ve known it, can no longer be sustained. 
 
However, the school and its students still need additional funds to be raised;  
and we still need parent help! 
 
 
MOVING FORWARD... 
 
There will now be a new structure for this group where parents will have no official titles or 
official roles.  There will be no expectations on parent’s time commitments or number of 
meetings to attend.   
 
Essentially, a list of fundraising ideas will be created and parents will be asked to join a 
group to support and/or organize one fundraising event of their choice. This will enable 
parents and friends to facilitate a selected activity, without the ongoing commitment beyond 
that event. Support and guidance will be given by the school.  
 
Please join us at the school at 7:00pm on Wednesday, 17 July to find out more and provide 
your input in choosing the fundraising events to be selected over the course of the next 18 
months.  
 
This is a new group, of new Mums and Dads, and we welcome one and all and any further 
ideas you may bring. 
 
 
For more information, please contact: 
Adrian Ferris 0488 777 888 - (fellow parent of Prep, Gr 2, Gr 6.) 

 
 



 

Mini Vinnies Winter Appeal  
 

 
 

“Let us do whatever good lies 
in our hands”  

Blessed Frederick Ozanam 

 
Please donate unwanted items... 

 Jackets and coats 

 Jumpers and 
windcheaters 

 Scarves  

 Beanies 

 Gloves/mittens 

 Blankets 

 Sleeping bags 
 

 
 
 Please leave your items  
 in the school office foyer. 

 Many thanks     

 

 From the OLOP  Mini Vinnies Action Team 
  



 
 

 

 
 
 
                                                      
 
 
 

 
 
 
  
  

 
 
 

  Amelie, Tiana, Alysia, Marcus,  

 Jake, Alyssa, Archer, Caterina, Alek 

 
 
 

  Westin, Lucas, Oscar, Jacob A,  

 Luke, Georgia, Lee, Sophia, Eva 

 

 

 

 Josh M, Gabrielle, Abbey, Dillon 

  Joshua L, Joshua M, Isaac,  

   Abbey, Irene 

 

 

  



GENERAL NOTICES – SCHOOL   

Disclaimer: Our Lady of the Pines provides advertisements within this newsletter as a service to the school 

community. 

Our Lady of the Pines is not responsible for, and expressly disclaims all liability for damages of any kind arising out 

of use, reference to, or reliance on any information contained in the newsletter.  While the information contained in 

this document is periodically updated, no guarantee is given that the information provided is correct, complete, and 

up to date

.

 

Weekly Newsletter 
Our school newsletter is sent to parents via email 
and Flexibuzz on Tuesday of each week.  Our 
newsletter is also available via email to any other 
interested person or group.  Please email  
newsletter@olopdonvale.catholic.edu.au to 
request a weekly copy or to UNSUBSCRIBE. 
Deadline for newsletter articles is 1:00pm 
Monday. 
 

 

SCHOOL UNIFORM SHOP 
 – (New uniform items)   Our school uniform shop 
is opened twice each week:  
TUESDAY MORNINGS: 8:30 to 9:30am and  
THURSDAY AFTERNOONS3:00 to 4:00pm 
 

Contact:  Vera Scala 0400 896 390 
 

 

SECOND HAND UNIFORM SHOP 
The second-hand uniform shop is located in the 
Grade 1 community area.  
Opening hours: 

Tuesdays 8.45 am – 9.30 am   (Natasha) 
Thursdays 3:00 pm – 3:45 pm  

(Ina & Marita) 
Cash or cheques only.  Cheques are payable to 
Our Lady of the Pines P&F.  
Donations of second hand items in good condition 
are always needed, however if they could be 
laundered before being sent to school, it would be 
very much appreciated. 
For further information please call. 
NATASHA LIMNEOS  on 0423 158 068 
 

BOOK CLUB 
 
The new book club catalogue has been sent home 
today. 
 

Orders are due 23 July and only  

online orders can be accepted. 

 

STUDENT ABSENCES 
 

Please note that it is very important, and a legal 
requirement, that all student absences are to be 
reported on our Flexibuzz app, before 9:30am on 
the day of absence. 

 
 

 

Woolworths Earn 

& Learn 
 

Thank you to all the students 

who have been bringing in completed 

sheets of stickers 
 

Final Sticker 

count  

34,740 
ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS 

(Please support our fundraising for OLOP) 
  

The new 2019/2020 Entertainment Memberships 
are available from the school..  

You could win 5 nights in Hawai plus a 
$400 Jetstar Voucher + a $200  

Masterpass voucher 
 
 

Buy your copy now at  
 

https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/
1809v24 

 

mailto:newsletter@olopdonvale.catholic.edu.au
https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/1809v24
https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/1809v24


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reflection:  NAIDOC WEEK prayer 

 


