
 
77 Carbine Street  Donvale  Vic  3111 

Phone: (03) 9842 2991     Fax (03) 9841 8091 
Email: newsletter@olopdonvale.catholic.edu.au  

Dear Parents, Carers, Staff and Students 
 

‘Wisdom is not the answer. Wisdom is a question’.    Billy Connolly  
 

‘Feedback must be feed-forward’.      John Hattie 
 

 

Principal’s Reflection 
 

I thoroughly enjoyed my time as a father of ‘small and medium sized’ children and 
now as adolescents.  Parenting continues to be a skill that we encounter through 
our own experiences.  We take into account the importance of the parenting role, 
through our own experience as children.  My children are learning from me and 
also not always agreeing, an adolescent trait, the ideas of learning to give-and-
take, enjoying significant freedom to explore the outdoors and often learning the 
hard lessons that come through trying things out themselves, regardless of our 
guidance/instruction as parents.  I generally could appreciate the ‘trials and 
tribulations’ that my own children experienced because I had gone through similar 
experiences myself.  I could usually understand their motivations and the context. 
 

However, upon reflection of the challenges facing parents today, I believe we 
might be entering a new paradigm.  Although parents of children and adolescents 
are familiar with social media, most parents would not have had an ‘online 
environment’ growing up as children and teenagers, hence the new paradigm for 
parents in that, for the first time, parents may not have the experience of an 
environment that their children now engage in daily.  Statistics on adolescent 
online behaviour, highlights this phenomenon:  In 2011, less than 25% of 
teenagers used smartphones, however less than four years later, over 80% of 
Australian teenagers own and use smartphones.  These devices generally allow 
the child to access an often unrestricted environment, with over 85% of teenagers 
going online more than three times a day and 74% of teens going online between 
6.00pm and 10:00 pm, and almost 10% going online between midnight and 
6.00am.  Over a relatively short period of this research study (2011-2016), all 
these figures increased.  
 

Every generation of parents faces different challenges and every parent would 
admit being overwhelmed by some aspects of fulfilling their responsibilities.  During 
the course of this year, we will be involving children in cyber-safety lessons and 
teaching students some important aspects of digital literacies.  Staff look forward 
to working with families to hopefully equip students and families in making the most 
of an emerging ‘reliance’ on an online environment.  

 
 

Week 1 -  Term 1   

 6 February 2018  

 FORTHCOMING 

ACTIVITIES 

 

 
Wednesday 28 February  

NUMERACY & LITERACY 
for families, and OPEN NIGHT 
for prospective parents. 
 

 

 
8 March – Class J-2  (Mrs Sue 
Ford) PARENT/TEACHER 
INTERVIEWS 
 
3 March – Year 6  
Confirmation Commitment Mass  
 
5 March – Assembly 2:20pm 

 

 
 

SCHOOL BANKING  

EACH Wednesday  

 
 

 

SUPPORT OLOP 
If shopping at Coles, please 
collect the vouchers and send 
them to school.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

  Week 5 - Term 1   

 27 February 2018  



Assembly -  Monday 5 March 
At our regular assembly, at 2:20pm, our student leaders will 
be presented with the leadership badges.  Parents are most 
welcome to attend.  
 
District Swimming Carnival  
Last week we participated in the district swimming carnival 
with great success.  We had two students whose 
performances progressed them to the division swimming 
carnival.  I wish to congratulate these students, Archer 
Condie and Sienna Oxnam and wish them all the best in 
competing in the Division Swimming Carnival on Monday, 5 
March.  I would also like to commend our team who 
participated with great enthusiasm, sportsmanship and 
attitude. 

 
Board first Meeting   Tuesday 27 February 

We will be holding our first Board meeting for the year 
tonight, at 7.00pm in the staffroom. 
 

Easter Raffle 

Following on from the success last year, we will have an 
Easter raffle this year as our first fundraiser for the year.  We 
are asking families to donate Easter eggs which can be left 
at the front office from now until the raffle, which will be 
drawn in the last week of first term.  The donated Easter 
eggs will form the prizes for the raffle.  The more donations 
we can get, the more prizes we have.  I thank you for your 
support in advance.  There will be a small amount of raffle 
tickets sent home with students in the coming weeks. 
 

Literacy and Numeracy Night - OLOP Open Night 
 Wednesday 28 February 

We will be holding a Literacy and Numeracy Night tomorrow 
night, which will coincide with our OLOP Open Night from 
7.00pm to approximately 8.15pm.  We are encouraging all 
students and their families to attend this evening.  The 
structure of the night will involve all students arriving by 
6.50pm and heading to their classrooms to run and lead 
literacy and numeracy activities.  Parents will move to the 
church where our leadership team will provide a short 
presentation on our Literacy and Numeracy curriculum 
areas here at OLOP.  Following this short presentation, 
parents are invited to move to various classrooms within the 
school and involve themselves in activities with the 
students.  We will also invite any prospective families for 
2019 to this evening for an information night and tour of our 
school. 
 
Public Holiday  Monday 12 March 

Monday, 12 March is our Labour Day public holiday, and 
therefore the school will be closed. 

 
Grade 6 - Confirmation Commitment Mass -  Saturday 
3 March 
This Saturday, at 6.00pm in the church, we will hold our 
commitment Mass for all our candidates in Year 6 who will 
be receiving the Sacrament of Confirmation in 2018. 

 

OLOP Welcome BBQ 
It was fantastic to see so many parents, students and 
staff stay behind last Friday and be part of our welcome 
BBQ for the 2018 school year.  A big thank you to all the 
parents and staff members who organised, cooked and 
cleaned for our welcome BBQ 
 
Mrs Ford’s Meet ‘n’ Greet Conversations   
 Thursday 8 March 

Mrs Ford’s class will have their Meet ‘n’ Greet 
conversations next week.  Year 1S should have already 
made their bookings directly with Mrs Ford via email. 
 

Positive Relationship Week   
 Tuesday 13 March - Friday 16 March 

Positive Relationships (Anti-Bullying) Week is in two 
weeks from Tuesday, 13 March, to Friday, 16 
March.  During this week, classes will be concentrating 
on positive behaviours and relationships amongst each 
other and wider groups in our communities. There will be 
a special assembly on Friday to acknowledge the 
National Day of Action Against Bullying. 
 

Multi-Cultural Day and Dress-Up   Tuesday 13 March 

Every two years, we celebrate multi-cultural day at 
OLOP.  This is an important and meaningful celebration 
of the various cultures that exist within our school family 
at OLOP.  Students are asked to dress up in multi-
cultural attire.  We will hold a parade at the beginning of 
the day for parents to see the students and staff dress-
up.  Also students will be encouraged to bring food from 
the culture of their choice on this day. 
  
Pupil Free Day   Monday 26 March 

We will be holding our first pupil free day this year on 
Monday, 26 March, where the staff will be looking at 
Pedagogy (the art of teaching), planning in professional 
levels and work around Dr Lyn Sharratt; putting the faces 
to the data we will be analysing. 
 

Enrolments 2019  
If you have a child who will be entering Foundation 
(Prep) in 2019, or know of anyone within the community 
who are thinking of sending their child to Our Lady of 
the Pines Catholic Primary School, we are currently 
taking enrolments for 2019.  Parents of new students 
can organise with Noreen Forsyth, in Admin, or myself 
to take them on a tour of the school and discuss all 
aspects of Our Lady of the Pines Catholic Primary 
School.  Parents can collect enrolment application 
forms from Noreen.  If these could be filled in and 
returned to school as soon as possible it would be 
greatly appreciated.  
  
I wish everyone an enjoyable week and God Bless. 
  
Mr Brendan Keeling 

Principal 

“We are Community” 



Term 1 – 2018 – CALENDAR 

Please check regularly for amendments
 

Tuesday Feb 27  Advisory Board Meeting .. 7:00pm 

Wednesday Feb 28  LITERACY / NUMERACY & OPEN NIGHT for Families  

Thursday March 01  Years 5 & 6 - ISS - Round 2 

Saturday March 03  Confirmation Commitment Mass .. 6:00 pm 

Monday March 05  Assembly – presentation of Student Leaders 

Wednesday March 07  Manningham Division Swimming 

 Our Lady of Sion students visit Years 3 - 6 

Thursday  March 08 
 OPEN MORNING – for new Enrolments 2019 

 Years 5 & 6 - ISS beings – Round 3 

 Class J-2 Parent/Teacher Interviews – Mrs Sue Ford 

Sunday March 11  POSITIVE RELATIONSHIPS WEEK begins 

Monday March 12  PUBLIC HOLIDAY – LABOUR DAY  - School closed 

Tuesday March 13  Multicultural Week – Dress Up Day 

 CYBERSAFETY Parent Night - … 7:00pm 

Wednesday March 14  Prep Information Night – Prep Parents 2018 

Thursday March 15  Years 5 & 6 - ISS beings – Round 4 

Friday March 16  EMR Swimming (qualifying students) 

 National Day of Action Against Bullying Assembly 

Wed - Fri March  21-23  CAMP – Year 6 – The Briars 

Monday March 26 
 STAFF PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT DAY –  
School Closed 

 Advisory Board Meeting  .. 7:00pm 

Tuesday March 27  Years 5 & 6 Human Development Night 

Thursday March  29  Final Day – Term One -  Students Dismissed at 1:00pm 

EASTER 2018 

Friday   30 March  - Good Friday Saturday  31 March  - Easter Saturday 
Sunday  01 April   - Easter Sunday  Monday    02 April    - Easter Monday 

 

TERM 2 - STUDENTS RETURN:  Monday 16 April 2018 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

On Tuesday, 13 March, we will be having our Multicultural 
Day.  The day will be a celebration of our diversity and 
promotes harmony and appreciation of different cultures.   
It also links in with first term’s inquiry topic of IDENTITY. 

 

The day will start with an assembly in the P.E.A.C.E  
Centre at 9:00am.  All parents are welcome to attend.  

 

The students are asked to come dressed in clothes 
representative of their nationality.  This may be a national 
costume if you have one, colours of the flag or clothes 
representative of the country.  
We do not want you to go into too much trouble. 

 

After the assembly, students will return to their classes  
They will also  
be encouraged to bring lunch typical of food in  
their family’s country of origin.  For example, pasta  
for Italy or fried rice for China. This food is not to share    
      and please be aware of our nut aware policy.  

 
          Thank you for your support. 

 
      Grazie, Signora Maria Teasdale  
            LOTE-Italian Teacher 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  



OLOP Welcome BBQ 
 

 
 
Thank you to the parents who 
helped with the family BBQ on 
Friday.  A special thanks to Mrs 
Sue Murtic and Mrs Maria Karipis 
who assisted me with the 
organisation and purchasing. 
 
We sincerely thank the Fabbris 
family who very generously 
again donated the sausages. 
 
It was a wonderful and warm 
afternoon and the children 
enjoyed their sausages and icy-
poles. 
 
The atmosphere around the 
school of families and school 
staff socializing, was great to see. 
 
Noreen Forsyth 



SPORT REPORT 
 
Swimming Carnival  
 
On Monday, 19 February, we held our first whole 
school swimming carnival.  It was a very successful 
day with students from years 3 - 6 completing in 
events that they had previously chosen themselves 
in class.  Junior school completed their own events, 
such as team relays and acting safely in and around 
water. 
 
All students from foundation to senior students 
earned points for their house, and at the end of the 
day we would had a house winner.  All students 
should be proud of their efforts and commitment to 
trying their hardest and showing good 
sportsmanship after their races, congratulating each 
other on a well swum race.  
 
Congratulations to all students and staff for all their 
time and effort on the day.  It ensured the carnival 
ran smoothly! 
 
HOUSE POINTS 
 

1. MacKillop – 197 points 

2. Teresa – 190 points  

3. Francis – 169 points  

4. Hally – 121 points

Templestowe District Swimming Carnival 

On Friday, 23 February, a group of 35 students 
made their way to Aquarena, in Doncaster, to 
compete in the district swimming carnival, 
competing against students from other local 
schools.  All students pushed themselves to do 
their best, in all their races!  Approximately half of 
our students came home with a placed ribbon (1st, 
2nd or 3rd).  All students should be proud of their 
efforts and how they represented OLOP.  Students 
were humble in victory and gracious in defeat and 
cheering for every OLOP student in their races.  A 
special mention to our Under 10 girls Freestyle 
relay team, who finished third and were our only 
placed ribbon for the relays.   
 
Congratulations Ruby Wang, Auriela Hills, Zara 
Oxman and Isabella Richardson.  A huge 
congratulations goes to Archer Condie who won 
the Under 11 boys breastroke, and Sienna Oxnam 
who won the Under 12 girls freestyle.  Both 
students now progress to the Division Swimming 
Carnival on 5 March.  Best wishes from the whole 
OLOP community! 



PAST STUDENTS 

We received the following photograph and 
comments from Whitefriars College 
regarding the transition to secondary school 
of some of our 2017 students. 

 

LIBRARY HELPERS 

 
We are in need of library helpers from our 
parent and carer community, to help at 
the beginning or end of the day to help in 
returning books and tidying shelves.  If 
you could let the office or our Library 
Manager, Maryanne Walker, know if are 
able to volunteer any of your time.   
 
Email: 
mwalker@olopdonvale.catholic.edu.au  
 

 

 

 

2018 Camps, Sports and 

Excursion Fund 

The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund 
(CSEF) provides payments for eligible 
students to attend activities like: 

 school camps or trips 

 swimming and school-organised sport 
programs 

 outdoor education programs 

 excursions and incursions. 
 
Applications for 2018 are open and will 
close on the first day of term 2 (18 April 
2018). 
OLOP strongly encourages any family 
with a health care card as listed below, 
to put in an application. 
A parent or legal guardian of a student 
must: 

 be an eligible beneficiary of one of 
these cards: 
Veterans Affairs Gold Card 
Centrelink Health Care Card 
Pensioner Concession Card 

 OR they must be a temporary foster 
parent 

 OR the student is 16 years or older 
and holds a valid concession card 
(such as a Youth Allowance Health 
Care Card) 

 AND the parent or legal guardian 
must submit an application by the 
due date. 

For further information please log into  
www.eduation.vic.gov.au/csef or phone 
the CSEF Helpdesk via 1800 060 970 
(option 1).  You can also email their office 
at csef@edumail.vic.gov.au 
 
 

 

mailto:mwalker@olopdonvale.catholic.edu.au
http://www.eduation.vic.gov.au/csef
mailto:csef@edumail.vic.gov.au


GENERAL NOTICES – SCHOOL 

   

Disclaimer: Our Lady of the Pines provides advertisements within this newsletter as a service to the school community. 

Our Lady of the Pines is not responsible for, and expressly disclaims all liability for damages of any kind arising out of use, 

reference to, or reliance on any information contained in the newsletter.  While the information contained in this document 

is periodically updated, no guarantee is given that the information provided is correct, complete, and up to date. 
 
 

Weekly Newsletter 
Our school newsletter is sent to parents via email and 
Flexibuzz on Tuesday of each week.  Our newsletter is also 
available via email to any other interested person or group.  
Please email  newsletter@olopdonvale.catholic.edu.au to 
request a weekly copy or to UNSUBSCRIBE. 

Deadline for newsletter articles is 1:00pm Monday. 
 

ICY POLE DAYS: 
The Parents & Friends Association will resume selling 
Icy Poles each Wednesday at lunch time commencing 
Wednesday (tomorrow) 

For Sale: 
Zooper Dooper      0.50 
Cosmic Flavours   0.50 
Sourz Flavours      0.50 
Peters Lemonade  
icy-poles               $1.20 
 

 

SCHOOL UNIFORM SHOP 
 

 – (New uniform items) 
Our school uniform shop is opened twice each 
week:  
TUESDAY MORNINGS: 8:30 to 9:30am and  
THURSDAY AFTERNOONS  3:00 to 4:00pm 
 

Contact:  Vera Scala 0400 896 390 

 
SECOND HAND UNIFORM SHOP 
The second-hand uniform shop is located in the 
Grade 1 community area.  
Opening hours :  

Tuesdays 8.45 am – 9.30 am 
Thursdays 3:00 pm – 3:45 pm 
Cash or cheques only.  Cheques are payable to Our 
Lady of the Pines P&F.  
Donations of second hand items in good condition 
are always needed, however if they could be 
laundered before being sent to school, it would be 
very much appreciated 
For further information please call TEREZA RADA 
ON 0428 501 01 

COLES COUPONS:  OLOP has registered with 

Coles to collect coupons this year, so please let your 
family members know to collect coupons when shopping 
at Coles.  This gives us the opportunity to earn sports gear 
just by collecting vouchers.  
 
We have a collection box in the foyer and one outside the 
library.  Thanks for your help. 
 

Associazione Cuturale “L’Aurora” 
St. Peter & Paul’s Catholic Primary School 
16 Beverley street Doncaster East 
ITALIAN LANGUAGE CLASSES commenced on 
Monday 19 February and will run for 2.5 hours from 
4:00 – 6:30pm.  Students from Prep to Year 12 are 
welcome.  The tuition fee for the year is $200 per 
student. Teaching includes strands of writing, reading, 
listening, and an appreciation of the Italian culture. 
For further information please contact  
Frank Cichello – Ph 9359 5370 
 

School Banking  Day  
Don’t forget that Wednesday is 
School Banking day and students 
should bring in their weekly deposit.  
Remember our school earns 5% 
commission on every deposit made (to 
a maximum of $10 per individual 
deposit).   
Thank you for supporting the School 

Banking program at OLOP. 
Thank you to our band of mothers who co-ordinate 

the banking each week. 
 

Slamin Tennis Player of the week: 

Miller Wilkin - Fantastic improvement week to 

week and progression with forehands and backhands in 
particular. 
TERM 1 2018 - booking links: 
1) Term 1 FREE 10 lesson start-up pack: 
https://www.trybooking.com/353882 
2) Term 1 re-enrolling students: 

https://www.trybooking.com/330995 
3) Term 1 Matchplay /  Competition: 
https://www.trybooking.com/350569 
*** Rain / extreme heat cancellation status*** 

https://slamintennisandfitness.teamapp.com 
Vicky Lee - Founder & Director M: 0403 129 648 

W: www.slamin.com.au 

mailto:newsletter@olopdonvale.catholic.edu.au
https://www.trybooking.com/353882
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https://www.trybooking.com/350569
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http://www.slamin.com.au/


 

Reflection:   LENT 


