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Dear Parents, Staff and Students 

 
I hope everyone had a relaxing break over the term holidays.  It was great to see 

all the smiling faces of the children back at school this week and we look forward 

to a very productive and hard-working third term. 
 

‘It’s not okay to be away … nor to be late to school’ 
Michael Grose (Parenting Educator) 

  
When children miss school not only is their academic progress impeded, forcing 
them to catch up in various ways on missed work (which they may never do), they 
often miss important interactions with their peers which can compound issues of 
social isolation and low self-esteem.  One of the most important things you can do 
to ensure your child has a bright future is to make sure he or she goes to school 
every day; even more importantly, they get there on time.  This sounds simplistic 
but it is pertinent and true.  The correlation between school attendance and 
children’s achievement levels is well-established.  The more time children spend at 
school the more likely they are to experience school success. 
 
Conversely, according to a report from the Victorian Auditor General, students who 
are regularly absent from school are at the greatest risk of dropping out of school 
early and of experiencing long-term unemployment.  Statistics from around 
Australia indicate that the average student misses 12 to 15 days per school year 
with parent-condoned absenteeism, the highest amongst primary-aged children.  
This adds up to over a year’s lost schooling at these levels over the school-life of a 
child.  In today’s highly competitive world, this rate of absenteeism is alarming, 
putting those children at a distinct disadvantage. 
 
Children absent from school in a number of cases is legitimate with illness but it 
has become more prevalent for children to have days off for birthdays, spending 
time with parents, absent because they stayed up too late, going shopping with 
mum, extended long weekends and children not wanting to take part in sports days, 
special events and camps.  This type of absenteeism sends a strong message to 
children that parents don’t value learning.  Australian children spend 15% of their 
total time at school.  They spend more time asleep than they do at school.  We 
need to maximise every day to get value at school and this means getting to school 
on time. 

FORTHCOMING 

ACTIVITIES 

 

 

POSTPONED: 

Year 1  
Baptism 

Parent / Child Night 
 
 
 

Friday 27 July 

GRANDPARENTS 

DAY 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

SCHOOL BANKING  

Please note, school 

banking will resume on 

Wednesday 

NEXT WEEK – 25 July 
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Missing a few minutes at the start of the day may not 
seem like a big deal, but your child is missing more 
than you realise if they are continually late.  When 
children arrive late it creates various problems that 
on the outside are not always apparent and they also 
miss the valuable beginning to each school day, as 
well as the disruption this places on all other children 
in the class.  As a parent myself, I know how 
persuasive children can be in wanting various 
things.  I can’t stress enough it takes strong will to 
resist the persistent pressure that children can bring 
to bear.  This can be particularly pertinent to children 
who aren’t as keen on school, are finding it difficult, 
want to spend time doing other things with family at 
home or various other reasons.  The answer should 
always be ‘no’.  As parents we need to make a 
commitment that our children make the most of their 
precious times at school.  Of course there will be 
times, such as illness or genuinely extenuating 
circumstances, when children should be away.  
These need to be a rarity rather than the norm.  It is 
reassuring to know that you increase the chances of 
future success for your children by school 
attendance and on time.  Regular school attendance 
also helps our children prepare for the workforce, 
where it will be expected they turn up each day work-
ready.  The real world is unforgiving of those who 
stay away with no excuse and the foundation is laid 
now in primary school. 
 
New Archbishop 
I wish to share with you the news that Archbishop 
Denis Hart has retired after 17 years as Archbishop 
of Melbourne, and that His Holiness, Pope Francis, 
has appointed Bishop Peter Andrew Comensoli of 
the Diocese of Broken Bay as the next Archbishop 
of Melbourne.  Bishop Comensoli will become the 
ninth Archbishop of Melbourne. 
 
Welcome 
I would like to welcome Miss Danielle Cuthbertson 
back to our staff for the remainder of 2018 and 2019 
school year as our Physical Education Teacher.  It is 
refreshing that we are able to replace Mrs Walker, 
who is on maternity leave, with Danielle who already 
knows the students and the programs that are in 
place. 
 

 
 
 
Assemblies 
Thank you to all those parents who are attending our 
general assemblies each Monday afternoon.  I 
would like to invite all parents if you are around the 
school each Monday afternoon to come along to our 
assembly as we welcome the week as a whole 
school.  The assemblies are in the church and will 
start at 2.20pm. 

 
Before and After School Care 
It is exciting that we start Term Three with our new 
before and after school care provider OSH Club.  In 
setting up the program and OSH Club organising the 
administration of before and after school care, there 
may be some challenges that parents experience in 
the initial set up stage in booking your child/ren into 
the program.  If this does occur please contact us 
and let the coordinator/carers know at the program 
so that OSH Club can rectify these situations.   

 
Parent/Child Faith Development Evening 

Year 1 
As per the Flexibuzz sent out yesterday, the Year 1 
Faith Development Evening which was to be held 
next Tuesday, 24 July, had to be postponed, due to 
circumstances outside our control.  We are currently 
looking at a new date and will advise parents as 
soon as possible.   

 
Grandparent’s / Special Person’s Day –  
 Friday 27 July 
We will be holding our first Grandparents/Special 
Person’s Day next Friday, starting at 9.00am with 
Mass with the whole school.  This will coincide with 
the feast of Saint Joachim and Saint Anne, the feast 
day of the grandparents of Jesus.  The Mass will be 
followed for grandparents to have time with their 
grandchildren in classrooms to read books and look 
around the classroom.  We will finish with a shared 
lunch and grandparents have the option of spending 
lunch playtime with their grandchildren.  Information 
and an invitation will be sent out in the coming days 
and we look forward to as many grandparent’s 
coming along and celebrating at OLOP with their 
grandchildren. 
 



 

 
 
Year 6 Graduation Parent Meeting –  
 Wednesday 1 August 
We will be holding a Year 6 Graduation parent 
meeting to go through details of the organisation of 
the events the students will be involved in at the end 
of the year.  We invite all our Year 6 parents to a 
meeting in the staffroom beginning at 7.00pm. 
 
Enrolment 2019 
If you have a child who will be entering Foundation 
(Prep) in 2019, it is extremely important that you 
lodge your child’s enrolment form immediately to 
assist us with planning for 2019. 
 
Also, if you know of anyone in the community who 
may be thinking of sending their child to Our Lady of 
the Pines Catholic Primary School, we are currently 
taking enrolments for 2019. 
  
Parents of new students can organise with Noreen 
Forsyth in Administration, for myself to take them on 
a tour and discuss all aspects of the school.  Parents 
can obtain an enrolment application form from 
Noreen.  If these could be filled in and returned to 
school as soon as possible, it would be greatly 
appreciated.  
  
 
 
I wish everyone an enjoyable week and God Bless. 

Mr Brendan Keeling  
Principal 
 

“We are Community 

 

Please note in your diary: 
 
The following dates are pupil free days: 

 
 Term 3 Monday 13 August 

 
 Term 4 Monday 5 November 
  Friday 30 November 
 

 

LIBRARY BOOK CLUB 

The latest catalogues have been sent home tonight 

with students.  Orders must be in by 24 July.   

A reminder that all orders must now be placed 

online.  

 

 
New Family 

 

Welcome to Phoenix and his family  

into our school community. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Phoenix has joined J4 class. 

 
PIANO KEYBOARD AWARDS 

At the final assembly in term 2 we 
congratulated the following students who all 
received an ‘A’ result for their piano exams. 

 

Congratulations to  

Antony Catanchin 

Ellla Kent 

Daniel Catanchin 

 



 

Term 3 – 2018 – CALENDAR 
Please check regularly for updates 

POSTPONED Tuesday July 24   - Year 1 Parent/child Night - Baptism 

Thursday July 26  Templestowe District Netball Round Robin 

Friday July  27 
 Grandparents Day – Whole School Mass 9:00am 

 StoryTime and Sing-A-Long for Pre School Children 

Tuesday July 31 

 ICAS – English 

 Year 2 – Parent/Child Night - Prayer … 7:00pm 

 Advisory Board Meeting … 7:00pm 

Friday Aug 03  Majors & Minors Concert 

Saturday Aug 04  Eucharist Commitment Mass 

Tuesday Aug 7  Sports and Graduation photos 

Thursday Aug    9  Parent / Child Eucharist Workshop 

FRIDAY Aug  10 
 STEM DAY –(Science and Technology) Parents and Community 

INVITED 

Monday Aug  13 Staff Professional Development - Pupil Free Day 

Wednesday Aug 15 
 FEAST OF THE ASSUMPTION MASS  

 ICAS – Mathematics 

Thursday Aug  16  OLOP ATHLETICS DAY 

FRIDAY Aug 17  PREMIER’S READING CHALLENGE – END DATE 

SUNDAY Aug  19   FIRST EUCHARIST MASS .. 9:30 am 

BOOK WEEK Aug 20 -24  BOOK WEEK THEME  “FIND YOUR TREASURE” 

Thursday to 
Thursday 

Aug  23 - 24  
 Year 5 – CAMP – Narmbool, Ballarat –  

 PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF DATE 

SATURDAY Aug 25  FIRST EUCHARIST MASS .. 6:00 pm 

SUNDAY Aug  26  FIRST EUCHARIST MASS .. 11.30 am 

Tuesday Aug 28  Hooptime - Senior 

Thursday Aug 30  Hooptime - Junior 

Friday Aug 31  Father’s Day / First Eucharist Whole School Mass .. 9:00am 

SATURDAY Sept 01  Reconciliation Commitment Mass … 6:00pm 

Tuesday Sept 04  Year 4 – Human Development Night … 7:00pm 

Wednesday Sept 05  Templestowe District Athletics Carnival 

Friday Sept 07  Italian Incursion –  Foundation to Year 6 

Tuesday Sept 11  Choir Soiree 

Friday Sept 21  Footy Colours Day 

Friday Sept  21  FINAL DAY TERM 3 -  Students dismissed at 1:00pm 



 

Science Year 2
 

 
For our last science lesson before the holidays, 
J3 and J4 students constructed paper planes in  
order to investigate push and pull forces. 
 
Paper planes will glide through the air with the 
air pushing them up, opposing the pull of gravity, 
until they are slowly pulled down to the ground 
 
Students who were experts in making paper 
planes shared their construction ideas with a 
small group.  We then conducted test flights on 
the basketball courts. 
 
Sam P, from J4, instructed a small group on how 
to make his particular design.  As you can see 
from the photo below, Sam’s plane travelled the 
longest distance. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 

 

  Sam’s design 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Sam P  

 way out in  

 front!!

  

 
Ready to launch 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Judy Paul 

Specialist  

Science Teacher 



 

Writers’ Appreciation Day 
    
On Wednesday the 27June, the junior classes held 
a Writer's Appreciation Day. The students rotated 
throughout their classes while completing different 
writing activities centred around creative writing, 
exploring various texts, such as poetry, and writing 
from visual prompts.  
 
Throughout the term the students had authored and 
edited a narrative story which they published and 
read to their parents as they visited in the afternoon. 
They were all so proud to share their stories. 
  



 

LIBRARY NEWS 
 

 

Only 5 more 
weeks to go! 
 
The PRC finishes 
on Friday, 17 August. 
 

Foundation to Year 2 students will have their reading 
data entered by their teachers. 
 
Remember for Year 3-6 students, please ask your 
parent or class teacher to verify your books before 
you enter them online.  
 
 
Congratulations to the following students Year 3-6 
students who have already completed their reading 
and entered their data online. 
 
 
 

 
 
Year 3  

Laura Holding Dante Ferraro 
 Sienna Margarejo 
 
Year 4 

Andre Cantone Julian Ortiz 
Rafael Traverso Alexander Parry-Jones 
Isabella Kefallinos Leon Farchione 
Liam Coviello Zara Oxnam 
Aisha Mishra Imogen Elliott 
 Louise White 
 
Year 6 

Alyssa Gooi Marc Margarejo 
 
If you have any questions about the PRC, please 
ask you teacher. 
 

   Happy reading! 
 From Mrs Walker 

  

 

Do you have any unwanted 
necklaces and bracelets at home? 

  
Please send them to the Library as soon  

as possible.  They’ll be used for a fantastic 

display to promote 
  

Find your Treasure 

for  

Children's Book Week 



 

GENERAL NOTICES – SCHOOL 
  

Disclaimer: Our Lady of the Pines provides advertisements within this newsletter as a service to the school community. 

Our Lady of the Pines is not responsible for, and expressly disclaims all liability for damages of any kind arising out of use, 

reference to, or reliance on any information contained in the newsletter.  While the information contained in this document 

is periodically updated, no guarantee is given that the information provided is correct, complete, and up to date. 

 

Weekly Newsletter 
Our school newsletter is sent to parents via email and 
Flexibuzz on Tuesday of each week.  Our newsletter is also 
available via email to any other interested person or group.  
Please email  newsletter@olopdonvale.catholic.edu.au to 
request a weekly copy or to UNSUBSCRIBE. 

Deadline for newsletter articles is 1:00pm Monday. 
 

HEAD LICE 

We have  reported cases of head lice several 

areas in the school.  We are asking all 

parents to please check their child’s scalp 

and if lice are present, please apply the 

necessary solution which is available from 

your chemist or supermarket. 

More information is available from: 

https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/health/conditionsa

ndtreatments/head-lice-nits 

 

 

 

Slamin Tennis  
 

PREP ONLY TENNIS - available @ OLOP 

every Tuesday lunchtime - contact us for a FREE 

TRIAL 

TERM 3 2018 - booking links: 
1) Term 3 enrolling students: 
https://www.trybooking.com/330995 
2) Term 3 Matchplay /  Competition: 
 
https://www.trybooking.com/388534  
   *** Rain / extreme heat cancellation status*** 
 
https://slamintennisandfitness.teamapp.com 
Vicky Lee - Founder & Director 
M: 0403 129 648   -W: www.slamin.com.au  

 

 

School Banking  Day  

Don’t forget  

Wednesday is  

School Banking day and students 

should bring in their weekly deposit.  

Remember our school earns 5% 

commission on every deposit made 

(to a maximum of $10 per individual 

deposit).   

Thank you for supporting the School Banking 

program at OLOP. 

Thank you to our band of mothers who 

coordinate the banking each week. 

 

SCHOOL UNIFORM SHOP 
 – (New uniform items) 
Our school uniform shop is open twice each week:  
TUESDAY MORNINGS: 8:30 to 9:30am and  
THURSDAY AFTERNOONS  3:00 to 4:00pm 

Contact:  Vera Scala 0400 896 390 
 

SECOND HAND UNIFORM SHOP 
The second-hand uniform shop is located in the 
Grade 1 community area.  
Opening hours :  

Tuesdays 8.45 am – 9.30 am 

Thursdays 3:00 pm – 3:45 pm 
 

Cash or cheques only.  Cheques are payable to Our 
Lady of the Pines P&F.  
Donations of second hand items in good condition 
are always needed, however if they could be 
laundered before being sent to school, it would be 
very much appreciated. 
For further information please call: 
TEREZA RADA  
Mobile:  0428 501 010

mailto:newsletter@olopdonvale.catholic.edu.au
https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/health/conditionsandtreatments/head-lice-nits
https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/health/conditionsandtreatments/head-lice-nits
https://www.trybooking.com/330995
https://www.trybooking.com/388534
https://slamintennisandfitness.teamapp.com/
http://www.slamin.com.au/


 

 
 
As we no longer have P&F organising Eat a Treat 
days, parents may still have a credit with the MY 
SCHOOL APP. 
 
If you have a credit in this app and wish to withdraw 
the funds, you can get a refund by following the 
simple steps below:  
 

1. Open the App 
2. Select option 'Top Up & Financial History' 
3. Select 'Withdraw' option 
4. Enter amount to be withdrawn and bank 

account details 

Your balance will be transferred to your account 
and the MSC App will remain active should we 
need to use it in the future. 
 

 

 

Dear Parents 
We are still in need  
of volunteers to be  
CLASS PARENT REPRESENTATIVES. 
The following classes, which is most of our 
classes, do not have reps assigned to them; 

F1 - Kate Athanas, Andrea Theoherakos 

F2 - Maryanne Farchione, Deb Cooke 

J1 - Andrea Zucco, Anthena Foudoulis 

J2 - Athena Tsiadis 

J3 - Mel Thompson 

J4 - Deb Bonnici 

M1 –  

M2 -   
M3 - Annie Hadiyanto  & Gillian Borovnica 

M4 - Melissa Hall 

M5 - Leah McNamara & Andrea  Theoharakis 

S1 - Fiona Palumbo 

S2 - Sue Murtic 

S3 - Liz Garlick 

S4 - Aneke Du-Toit  

If you can spare a little time to arrange the 
occasional get together (e.g. coffee in the 
staffroom), please contact Noreen Forsyth. 

 

THANK YOU  
POP UP Stall 

 

A big thank you to  

the following parents  

who assisted with the  

Pop Up Stall on the  

last day of term 2. 

 

Maria, Anthea , Sue , Amber, Marina, Helen,  

Bianca, Joanne and Adrian. 

The children very much appreciate your help.   

 

Again we are grateful to Mrs Maria Karipis for 

her continued organisation of these stalls 

which the children really look forward to. 

 

LIBRARY 

Early Opening 
Did you know that the library is open from 

8:30am on Monday, Tuesday and 
Wednesday mornings, each week? 

This is a great time to come in for home 
borrowing so you have books to read over 

the holidays for the Premier’s Reading 
Challenge. 

Remember to please bring your library bag 
for home borrowing 

Happy reading from Mrs Walker 
 

 

                                     

 

                                             

 

 

                             and 

 

 

with Ms Anne & Sue 

Fridays at 9:05am 

All pre-school children are invited  

to come along.



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Reflection  

 


