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Dear Parents, Carers, Staff and Students 

 

Further from last week’s newsletter item on technology and addiction to screens and 
technology, I believe it is pertinent to provide you with an article written by Martine 
Oglethorpe, who is an accredited speaker with the Office of the eSafety 
Commissioner and has presented in numerous parent groups, schools and to 
teachers.  It is evident that a number of students in primary schools are playing the 
game Fortnite, some as young as six years old.  This game has an age rating of 12+ 
(the age is set for most Year 7 students and above).  Martine writes, working with 
kids in schools over the past weeks and indeed having kids of her own, has alerted 
her to the seemingly unprecedented obsession with the new online game of Fortnite. 
The following is the main body of her article. 
 
Not since Pokémon Go has something seemed to take the world by storm, leaving 
parents wondering when it will ever stop.  The answer to that last question is probably 
that it will stop when the next big thing comes along.  These fads may well be a 
modern day version of the Rubik’s Cube, elastics or swap cards, though of course 
the effects of the obsession can be much more pervasive than my childhood 
obsession with PacMan.  If Fortnite is the latest craze to hit your household, or you 
are being nagged and cajoled to let them have the game “that everyone else is 
playing”, then here are a few things you should know: 
 
It is violent. The aim of the game is to be the last person standing, and in order to 
do that you must kill all the other players.  However, the violence is portrayed as less 
real and almost cartoonish.  There is no blood and gore as such, and so the violence 
is not comparable to that portrayed in other games such as Call of Duty or Grand 
Theft Auto.  You can work in a team or on your own; working in a team can develop 
some effective teamwork skills.  You can chat to team members but also random 
strangers who make up the remainder of the 100 players who are playing at the time.  
You can turn the chat function off by going to the settings and clicking 
on ‘audio options’.  This limits chatting to a player’s friends or team members.  Kids 
will be very loud playing this game so there is little chance of them playing it behind 
your back! 
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Each game goes for about 20 minutes, so it is an 
easy one to put time limits on by stipulating the 
number of games.  It is frequently described as 
addictive therefore it is unlikely they will leave a 
game midway through.  As with any new game, 
social network or fad, it is crucial that we familiarise 
ourselves with it.  Have a game with them, play 
around with the app or read about what the possible 
dangers may be so that you can have the right 
conversations and put the right boundaries in place.  
Whilst there are certainly many areas of video 
gaming to be concerned about, it is also important to 
recognise that most video games can build skills and 
can also have social, emotional and cognitive 
benefits. 
 
Of course, as from the first part of this reflection, age 
of users of games is used for a reason.  Fortnite has 
a 12+ rating.  The article was designed for students 
in Year 7.  We have significant numbers of students 
in our school playing this game.  The concerning part 
is so many students and parents are ignoring this 
recommendation. Children’s emotional development 
and the detrimental effect these games have on 
students can be huge.  As a school, and as a 
Principal, I ask parents to ask the question, why is 
my child playing this game?  Is it age appropriate?  
If I am letting them play, what detrimental effects 
does this have for my child?  We have a 
responsibility as parents and adults to set 
boundaries (the game is for 12+ not primary age 
students) and examples for our children and 
students, this is an example of a phenomenon that 
we can have control.  
 
First Eucharist parent/child night   
 Thursday 9 August 
We have our First Eucharist parent/child night this 
Thursday, 9 August from 7.00pm in the 
church.  Information was sent home to parents at the 
end of last week regarding the evening. 
 
STEM Day   Friday 10 August 
We will be holding our inaugural STEM day this 
Friday.  To showcase the students learning in STEM, 
we invite parents and friends to come and view 
students in action between 9.00am and 11.00am. 
This day will be a casual clothes day 
and students are asked for a gold 
coin donation.  The money raised 
will go towards the purchase of more 
STEM resources 
 

 
Insight SRC surveys 
As part of seeking continued improvement in the way 
in which Our Lady of the Pines operates, and to 
measure the organisational health of OLOP, we are 
in the process of collecting data from parents, 
students and staff via a series of surveys 
administered by Insight SRC. 
 

During the course of this month, a random sample of 
100 parents, along with our senior students, a 
selection of middle students and staff, will be 
completing the surveys. The results of the surveys 
will be compiled and a report returned to the school. 
 

Although participation is voluntary, we strongly 
encourage you to complete the survey.  We, at 
OLOP believe it is important to encourage parent 
voice to help shape the ongoing improvement of the 
school. 
 
If you choose to complete the paper survey, please 
enclose the completed survey in the envelope 
provided (marked CONFIDENTIAL), seal and have 
your son/daughter return it to the school office by 
Friday, 24 August, 2018.  If you choose to undertake 
the Survey online please do so by Friday 24 August, 
2018. 
 

We would like to take this opportunity to thank all 
parents that have taken the time to complete the 
survey either online or via paper surveys sent home. 
Your feedback is much appreciated. 
 
Storytime and Singing with 
Anne Jenkins and  
Sue Ford - Each Friday 
Each Friday morning at 
9.10am for 30 minutes and 
continuing each Friday in 
Terms 3 and 4 our Literacy 
Leader Anne Jenkins will be reading stories and 
leading songs for any toddlers from our local 
community.  We encourage you to bring your 
toddlers in or invite anyone in our local community to 
come along to these fun filled engaging sessions. 
 
Pop up Hot Dog Day   Friday 10 August  
Thank you to Mrs Maria Karipis who is again 
organising the next Pop Up lunch for the students. 
More details will be sent home shortly.  
Hot dogs are $3.00 each. 

 



 

Pupil Free Day  Monday 13 August  

We have our Term 3 pupil free day next Monday, 13 
August.  Staff will be working on moderation of 
literacy writing tasks as part of our assessment 
strategic plan over the next 18 months.  We will also 
be covering Dr Lyn Sharratt’s work on the Learning 
Collaborative which will be looking at putting faces 
on the data, analysing data of all students at OLOP 
and future direction based around tracking, using 
data to be constructive in providing essential 
feedback to staff in learning all students learning 
outcomes. 
 
Book Week - Monday 20 - Friday 24 August 
A letter has been sent to parents outlining the 
activities for Book Week with dress up day being 
Monday, 20 August.  We invite all students to get 
dressed in a book character.  Parents this year are 
also invited to dress up, to come along and 
experience reading with their child in the classroom, 
following the parade in the gym at the start of the 
day. 
 
Book Week is the longest running children’s festival 
in Australia, with schools and public libraries 
everywhere celebrating authors and illustrators and 
in so doing, are valuing reading.  It provides an 
opportunity for children to have fun reading rather 
than it merely remaining as an activity done at 
school.  Importantly, research abounds that children 
who are read to and read regularly at home have an 
educational advantage, both cognitively and 
socially.  This week is one way we celebrate not only 
books but the value of reading.

SIGNING IN AND OUT 
Passtab is a visitor management software system, 
which has replaced the manual sign in/sign out 
books at the front desk.  This is for the recording of 
students arriving late to school, leaving early, and for 
visitors and parent helpers.   
 
It is most important that students arriving late to 
school are signed in by an adult parent/carer.  
Students are not permitted to sign themselves in.  
The same applies to students leaving school early. 
Visitors are requested to sign in and wear a lanyard 
during their time in the school. 
 
 
Enrolment 2019 
If you have a child who will be entering Foundation 
(Prep) in 2019 or know of anyone within the 
community who are thinking of sending their child to 
Our Lady of the Pines Catholic Primary School, we 
are currently taking enrolments for 2019.  Parents of 
new students can organise with Noreen Forsyth in 
Administration for myself to take them on a tour of 
the school and discuss all aspects of Our Lady of the 
Pines Catholic Primary School.  Parents can collect 
Application forms from the front office.  If these could 
be filled in and returned to school as soon as 
possible it would be greatly appreciated.  
  
Yours faithfully 
Mr Brendan Keeling 
Principal 

“We are Community”

_____________________________________________________________________ 

First Eucharist Commitment Mass 

On Saturday evening our First Communicant children attended mass with their families. 

Today, they are involved in their Eucharist Workshop in preparation for receiving the Sacrament of Holy 

Communion over the next few weeks.  Please keep these children in your prayers. 



 

  

Term 3 – 2018 – CALENDAR 
Please check regularly for updates 

Thursday Aug    9  Parent / Child Eucharist Workshop 

FRIDAY Aug  10 
 STEM DAY –(Science and Technology) Parents and Community 

INVITED 

Monday Aug  13 Staff Professional Development - Pupil Free Day 

Wednesday Aug 15 
 FEAST OF THE ASSUMPTION MASS .. 9:00am 

 ICAS – Mathematics 

Thursday Aug  16  OLOP ATHLETICS DAY    

FRIDAY Aug 17  PREMIER’S READING CHALLENGE – END DATE 

SUNDAY Aug  19   FIRST EUCHARIST MASS .. 9:30 am 

BOOK WEEK Aug 20 -24  BOOK WEEK THEME  “FIND YOUR TREASURE” 

Monday Aug 20  Book week Parade  

Tuesday Aug 21  Year 1 – Faith Development Night ‘Baptism’… 6:30pm 

Thursday to 
Friday 

Aug  23 - 24   Year 5 – CAMP – Narmbool, Ballarat  

SATURDAY Aug 25  FIRST EUCHARIST MASS .. 6:00 pm 

SUNDAY Aug  26  FIRST EUCHARIST MASS .. 11.30 am 

Monday Aug 27  Fathers’ Day Stall 

Tuesday Aug 28 
 Hooptime – Senior 

 OLOP COMMUNITY FAIR – Meeting …. 7:00pm   

Wednesday Aug 29 
 Years 1 & 2 - Excursion, Healesville 

 Foundation - Parent/Child Faith Development- topic ‘GOD’… 6:30pm 

Thursday Aug 30  Hooptime - Junior 

SATURDAY Sept 01  Reconciliation Commitment Mass … 6:00pm 

Tuesday Sept 04  Year 4 – Human Development Night … 7:00pm 

Wednesday Sept 05  Templestowe District Athletics Carnival 

Friday Sept 07  Italian Incursion –  Foundation to Year 6 

Tuesday Sept 11  Choir Soiree 

Monday Sept 17  Italian Poetry Competition 

Friday Sept 21  Footy Colours Day 

Friday Sept  21  FINAL DAY TERM 3 -  Students dismissed at 1:00pm 



 

 

 
 

 
Last week, the Grade 3 and 4 students were 
delighted to welcome guest speaker, Neil 
Murphy.  Neil visited the middle school classes 
to speak to the students about a topic closely related 
to our Inquiry unit this term. This term, students are 
learning about what it would be like to live in 
someone else's shoes, in particular, someone who 
has a disability. 
 
Neil works for St John of God, and his role involves 
finding work opportunities for disabled people.  Neil 
spoke to the children about 'barriers' such as 
judgement and negative attitudes which are often 
the main obstacles that are faced by people 
experiencing disability. He highlighted the activities 
and sports that can still be enjoyed despite a 
physical or intellectual disability.

 
We loved listening to Neil speak about his personal 
stories and experience. His funny and warm manner 
were met with enthusiasm and interest by all our 
students. A big thank you to Neil for visiting and to 
all of the children for their eager questions and 
anecdotes. 

 
 

Middle School Teachers 

 

 



 

 

Last year I applied for a grant to 
combine stem and Italian. We received 
the grant and decided to form a group of 
grade 5 and 6 students to develop Apps. 
that could be used in the teaching of 
Italian.. 
 
At the end of last term Mr Linton Roe, 
from the Catholic Education Office, 
visited the school to see the results of 
their work.  He was very impressed with 
what they had done and their articulate 
participation in a discussion on the 
project. 
 

The following are some of the students’ 
reflections on their participation in the 
project. 
 
Grazie 
Signora Maria Teasdale   Italian L.O.T.E 
Teacher. 
 

 

I was honoured to take part in Proggetto 

Pronto App.  It was an absolutely amazing 

experience. There were challenges with the 

coding along the way, but when I finished, I 

was really proud of myself and I felt like I 

accomplished something important.  I loved 

working with others and expanding my coding 

skill.  It was so much fun and I know that these 

coding skills are going to help me in the future.

 Misha Du Toit. 
 
 

It was a privilege to take part in Progetto 

Pronto App.  It was an awesome experience.  

I learnt so many new things my Italian 

knowledge grew. I loved working with other 

people. I was proud of myself for finishing a 

big project like this one. It was so much fun 

coding and putting the project together. It was 

a challenge to make the project work and 

come together. Katia Tomaro 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was a great experience to create an App. in 

which students can learn. It was great fun to 

take part in the Progetto pronto App. 

because I made new friends and learnt a lot 

more than I expected.  I felt proud I can't 

really describe it.  It was challenging ,because 

I never made an App. in Italian before. 

Thanks to Mrs Teasdale ,Tser Lin and 

Linton for making this all possible. 

 Jacob Reginato 
 

It was an absolute pleasure to be part of this 

project. I liked how it was challenging and 

when I finished my App it gave me a great 

sense of achievement.  I am very glad that 

our Apps. are going to be used to interest 

and help children to learn more about Italian 

and the culture.  I enjoyed this project 

because I learnt so many new things.  I want 

to thank everyone for inviting me to do the 

project.  It was so much fun. 
 Maddison Hall



 



 

OLOP AWARDS 

Positive Behaviour for Learning (PBL) 

2018 Term 3 Weeks 2 and 3 

At OLOP we are called to be our best 
to act justly, love tenderly and walk humbly with our God 

We congratulate the students who have received awards in the last two weeks, for living up to any of our special OLOP 
expectations or practising any of our other values! Other OLOP values are: Friendliness, Courage, Honesty, Determination, 
Confidence, Consideration, Acceptance, Caring, Assertiveness, Persistence and Resilience 

Level 
 

 

 

 

 

Prep Ronak Sandhu  Phoenix Athanas Zac Dimitriou  
Tahlia Compasso 

 

Years 

1&2 

Olivia Recupero 
Natalie Rizzio 
 
 

Ian Theuma 
Phoenix Markulija 
Dayna Papola 
Caitlin Lyons 

Lucas Brain 
Kye Wilkin 

Xavier Lim 
Oscar Nuske 
Lara Pappalardo 

Brooke McCann 
Phoenix Sorono 
Chanelle Bent 
May Mishra 
Evan Yee 

Years 

3&4 

Lachlan Baldori 
Alexander Parry-Jones 
Lisamarie Ghaly  

Zara Oxnam  
Charli Evans 
Raf Traverso 

Carla Terranova Liam Coviello  
Xavier 
Pappalardo 

Jasmine Ghaly 
Elias Kazakos 
Robbie Ivanusic 

Years 

5&6 

Alicia Cimino 
Mia Ferraro 
Emily Boyd 
 

Luke Garlick  
Ethan Fearnly-sander 

 Jesse Kefallinos Antony Catanchin 
Troy Cormick 
Liam Webb 
Jaimi Cook 

Other     Code Club  
Maddison Hall  
James Fennel  

 The focus for the next two weeks will be ‘Act Responsibly’. Students may receive awards for any one of our four 
PBL behaviour expectations or for showing any of our ‘You Can Do It’ values. 



 

A SPECIAL REQUEST FROM MISHA! 
 

Hi my name is Misha,  
I am in Senior 4 and I am a part of the 
MAV Maths Talent Quest. It would really 
help me with my research if you could 
click on this link ‘Better Bags’ to access 
the survey.   
 
Thanks so much.  
 

 

 

ART OF THE MONTH AWARD 

Congratulations Vincent

 
Vincent is a Foundation student and 

received this month’s Art Award for 

his ‘Impressionist flowers’ 

 

 

 

                                  and  
 

 

 

with Ms Anne & Ms Sue 

Fridays at 9:10am  

All preschool children are invited  

to come along every Friday morning. 

Monday 20 August to 

Friday 24 August 
 
The shortlisted books for Book Week are on display 
in the school library.  These books cannot be 
borrowed by the students, but class teachers are 
invited to read and discuss these books with their 
classes when visiting the library. 
 
This may be useful 
for dress up ideas 
for the parade on 
Monday, 20 August 
at 9:00am.  Parents 
are welcome to 
dress up also. 

LIBRARY  

Early Opening 
A reminder that the library is open from 8:30am on 
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday mornings, each 

week? 
Remember to please bring your library bag for 

home borrowing 
Happy reading from Mrs Walker 

 

MAJORS & MINO RS CONCERT 

Last Friday, we held our Majors & Minors Recital for 
all students in our program.  It was a wonderful day 
with the students performing with confidence and 
enthusiasm. 
 

They performed in front of their teachers and grade 
levels and we are proud of each and every one. 
A special mention to our little Foundation students 
who were able to perform after only one term of 
lessons.  I also commend all our soloist who put in a 
lot of effort to their performances. 
 

My thanks go to our dedicated teachers, Lisa Chen 
and Sam Rodrigues who, along with myself, 
prepared the children.   
 

I would also like to thank Antony Catanchin, Evelyn 
Wraith and Ella Kent who did a fantastic job helping 
to support myself and the young students. 
 

Well done everybody and congratulations. 
Joan O’Callaghan 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeCX47WwXYoK8Wxm67xVXHg0vEPNBLJSUTyWS2Klv7xXm0hSw/viewform?c=0&w=1


 

GENERAL NOTICES – SCHOOL   

Disclaimer: Our Lady of the Pines provides advertisements within this newsletter as a service to the school community. 

Our Lady of the Pines is not responsible for, and expressly disclaims all liability for damages of any kind arising out of use, 

reference to, or reliance on any information contained in the newsletter.  While the information contained in this document 

is periodically updated, no guarantee is given that the information provided is correct, complete, and up to date. 
 

Weekly Newsletter 
Our school newsletter is sent to parents via email and 
Flexibuzz on Tuesday of each week.  Our newsletter is also 
available via email to any other interested person or group.  
Please email  newsletter@olopdonvale.catholic.edu.au to 
request a weekly copy or to UNSUBSCRIBE. 

Deadline for newsletter articles is 1:00pm Monday. 
 

SCHOOL UNIFORM SHOP 
 – (New uniform items) 
Our school uniform shop is open twice each week:  
TUESDAY MORNINGS: 8:30 to 9:30am and  
THURSDAY AFTERNOONS  3:00 to 4:00pm 

Contact:  Vera Scala 0400 896 390 
 

SECOND HAND UNIFORM SHOP 
The second-hand uniform shop is located in the 
Grade 1 community area.  
Opening hours :  

Tuesdays 8.45 am – 9.30 am 

Thursdays 3:00 pm – 3:45 pm 
 

Cash or cheques only.  Cheques are payable to Our 
Lady of the Pines P&F.  
Donations of second hand items in good condition 
are always needed, however if they could be 
laundered before being sent to school, it would be 
very much appreciated. 
For further information please call: 
TEREZA RADA  
Mobile: 0428 501 010 

 

HEAD LICE 

We have another reported case of head lice in 

the school.  We are asking all parents to please 

check their child’s scalp and if lice are present, 

please apply the necessary solution which is 

available from your chemist or supermarket. 

More information is available from: 

https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/health/conditionsa

ndtreatments/head-lice-nits 

School Banking   
We need a couple more volunteers to assist 
with banking on Wednesday.  If we could 
get two or three more volunteers the duty 
could be rotated so as the same people are 
not needed every Wednesday. 

 
If you are able to volunteer some time, 
please contact  

Amanda Giandinoto 0409 626 900 
 

 

School Banking  Day  

Don’t forget  

Wednesday is  

School Banking day and students should bring in 

their weekly deposit.  

Remember our school earns 5% commission on 

every deposit made (to a maximum of $10 per 

individual deposit).   

Thank you for supporting the School Banking 

program at OLOP. 

Thank you to our band of mothers who 

coordinate the banking each week. 

 

 

 

mailto:newsletter@olopdonvale.catholic.edu.au
https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/health/conditionsandtreatments/head-lice-nits
https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/health/conditionsandtreatments/head-lice-nits


 

 
 
As we no longer have P&F organising Eat a Treat 
days, parents may still have a credit with the MY 
SCHOOL APP. 
 
If you have a credit in this app and wish to withdraw 
the funds, you can get a refund by following the 
simple steps below:  
 

1. Open the App 
2. Select option 'Top Up & Financial History' 
3. Select 'Withdraw' option 
4. Enter amount to be withdrawn and bank 

account details 

Your balance will be transferred to your account 
and the MSC App will remain active should we 
need to use it in the future. 
 

 

 

Dear Parents 
We are still in need  
of volunteers to be  
CLASS PARENT REPRESENTATIVES. 
The following classes, which is most of our 
classes, do not have reps assigned to them; 

F1 - Kate Athanas, Andrea Theoherakos 

F2 - Maryanne Farchione, Deb Cooke 

J1 - Andrea Zucco, Anthena Foudoulis 

J2 - Athena Tsiadis 

J3 - Mel Thompson 

J4 – Melissa Hall  

M1 –  

M2 -   
M3 - Annie Hadiyanto  & Gillian Borovnica 

M4 - Melissa Hall 

M5 - Leah McNamara & Andrea  Theoharakis 

S1 - Fiona Palumbo 

S2 - Sue Murtic 

S3 - Liz Garlick 

S4 - Aneke Du-Toit  

If you can spare a little time to arrange the 
occasional get together (e.g. coffee in the 
staffroom), please contact Noreen Forsyth. 

Majors and Minors  

Keyboard Tuition 
 
I have two upright pianos for sale, not electronic, at 
a reasonable price.  Please contact me if you are 
interested, please call  0402 224 577. 
 
Best wishes, Joan O’Callaghan 
 

 
 

 

Father’s Day Stall 

Helpers Needed 

Monday 27 August  

 

HELPERS NEEDED to assist on Monday 27 

August from 9.00 am till 11.00 pm with our 

Father’s Day Stall. Any assistance would be 

greatly appreciated.   

Many helpers are needed. 

Please contact Amber Hynes (0400 352 664) if 

you are able to assist  

 

 

 

 
Slamin Tennis  
Slamin Tennis Player of the week: 

Miller Wilkin - Excellent rallying skills, and 

placement of groundstrokes. 
 

OLOP FREE Tennis lesson trials available! 
 
TERM 3 2018 - booking links: 
1) Term 3 enrolling students: 
https://www.trybooking.com/330995 
2) Term 3 Matchplay /  Competition: 
https://www.trybooking.com/388534  
   *** Rain / extreme heat cancellation status*** 
https://slamintennisandfitness.teamapp.com 

 
Vicky Lee - Founder & Director 
M: 0403 129 648 
W: www.slamin.com 
 

https://www.trybooking.com/330995
https://www.trybooking.com/388534
https://slamintennisandfitness.teamapp.com/
http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=fathers day&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=T-1DVwcNq0Kh9M&tbnid=H-SyczQa-3lj9M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://wgtproject.norbtech.com/page/2/&ei=kroMUr68LsaXiQfc94GACA&bvm=bv.50768961,d.cGE&psig=AFQjCNFzgcFdilgVNlNXFdazfUEVjqWuzQ&ust=1376652074624301


 

 We still have a supply of 

Entertainment Books for sale in the 

office.  If you know of anyone who 

would like to purchase one, please 

let them know.  New offers come 

out each week. 



 

 

Reflection  

  

 


