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Dear Parents, Carers, Staff and Students 
 
 

Principal’s Reflection  
 
I was reading over the weekend and came across this story which I think was 
pertinent to challenge our thoughts on how you can view setbacks. 
 
Once upon a time, there was a farmer in a far-away land.  He didn't have a lot of 
money and, instead of a tractor, he used an old horse to plough his field.  One 
afternoon, while working in the field, the horse dropped dead.  Everyone in the 
village said, "Oh, what a horrible thing to happen”.  The farmer said simply, "We'll 
see”.  He was so at peace and so calm, that everyone in the village got together 
and, admiring his attitude, gave him a new horse as a gift.  Everyone's reaction 
now was, "What a lucky man”.  And the farmer said, "We'll see”.  
 
A couple of days later, the new horse jumped a fence and ran away.  Everyone 
in the village shook their heads and said, "What a poor fellow!"  The farmer smiled 
and said, "We'll see”.  Eventually, the horse found his way home, and everyone 
again said, "What a fortunate man."  The farmer said, "We'll see."  
 
Later in the year, the farmer's young boy went out riding on the horse and fell and 
broke his leg.  Everyone in the village said, "What a shame for the poor boy."  
The farmer said, "We'll see."  
 
Two days later, the army came into the village to draft new recruits.  When they 
saw that the farmer's son had a broken leg, they decided not to recruit him. 
Everyone said, "What a fortunate young man."  The farmer smiled again and said, 
"We'll see."  
 
The moral of the story: there's no use in over-reacting to the events and 
circumstances of our everyday lives.  Often what looks like a setback, may 
actually be a gift in disguise; when our hearts are in the right place, all events and 
circumstances are gifts from which we can learn valuable lesson. 
 
Working with children is full of wonderful moments of being part of a child’s 
‘wonder’ and natural ‘over-reaction’ to events that soon, unfortunately, become 
mundane.  Similarly, those who work with children often have to lift the spirits and 
vision of these young people who occasionally view set-backs as quite 
devastating.  To remain calm and ‘simple’ in our responses ‘enables’ children 
who, after viewing our reassuring response to their ‘plight’, can then readjust their 
own perspective and live to face challenges with an increasing confidence. 
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Friday 28 June 

End of Term  

Students dismissed 

at 1:00pm 
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Parish Priest 

Fr Jerald 
 

  MASS TIMES 

 Saturday Vigil 

Mass 5:00 pm 

 Sunday morning 

9:30 am 

All welcome 

 
 

 
 

SCHOOL 

BANKING  

Each Wednesday  

  Week 10 - Term 2 

  25 June 2019  



 
Colds/Sickness 
It has been reported that we are approaching a 
‘peak phase' of the cold and flu season.  We take 
this opportunity to remind families that if your child 
is sick or unwell to please err on the side of caution 
and allow them to rest at home to ensure they 
retain their full health and overcome the cold and 
flu.  Some of these can be infectious.  Please be 
aware that a number of the symptoms of these do 
not become visible until after they are through the 
contagious period.  Again, please err on the side 
of caution in treating ill-health.  We understand that 
this can be difficult for working families but the 
health of your child is important to us.  If your child 
is away due to sickness please contact us via 
Flexibuzz, absence reporting, to alert the school of 
your child’s absence. 

 

Cross Country at Yarra Glen Racecourse 
Congratulations to Tegan Murtic and Isabella 
Richardson who competed on 18 June in the 
Regional Cross Country Competition.  Teagan 
came in at 36th and Isabella at 33rd out of 100 
competitors in each race.  This is a wonderful 
effort from both girls representing OLOP. 
 
NCCD - Nationally Consistent Collection of 
Data 
'When educators incorporate inclusive 
pedagogical choices into their practice, they foster 
an environment that embraces the education of all 
students regardless of their cultural background, 
socio-economic status, learning needs, 
exceptional ability or disability, and create 
educational communities that celebrate diversity 
and combat discrimination.' 

Horizons of Hope  Framework (CEM) 
 
The Nationally Consistent Collection of Data on 
School Students with Disabilities (the national data 
collection) is an annual collection that counts the 
number of school students with disability and the 
level of reasonable educational adjustment they 
are provided with. 
 
The national data collection will count students 
who have been identified as receiving an 
adjustment to address a disability under the 
Disability Discrimination Act 1992 (the DDA).  
To provide you with further information here is the 
link to the NCCD Information Sheet for Parents & 
Carers provided by the Catholic Education, 
Melbourne (CEM). 
 
Pdf documents attached. 
 

 

 LAST DAY OF TERM 2 –  
 FRIDAY 28 JUNE 
 

Students dismissed at 1:00pm  
 

 
 

 FIRST DAY OF TERM 3 
   
 MONDAY 15 JULY 
 
Enrolment 2020 
If you have a child who will be entering Foundation  
(Prep) in 2020 & 2021, or know of anyone in the 
community who may be thinking of sending their 
child to Our Lady of the Pines Catholic Primary 
School, we are currently taking enrolments for 
2020 & 2021.   
 

Parents of new students can organise with Noreen 
Forsyth in Administration, for myself to take them 
on a tour and discuss all aspects of the school.  
Parents can obtain an enrolment application form 
from Noreen.  If these could be filled in and 
returned to school as soon as possible, it would be 
greatly appreciated. 
 

I wish everyone an enjoyable week and God 
Bless.                                Go the Blues! 
 
 

Brendan Keeling  -  Principal 
 

“We are Community”  
 

GRANT APPLICATION Our school 

has applyied for a $1000 Leader Local Grant to 
assist in funding a community project.  We are 
excited to announce that we have been accepted 
as one of the top ten finalists for Manningham 
Leader Newspaper and therefore are now in the 
voting stag.,  
One winner for each council municipality will be 
chosen based on who receives the highest 
amount of votes.  
To vote please copy this link into the address bar.:  

https://www.leaderlocalgrants.com.au/open-
community-area-at-our-lady-of-the-pines-
primary-school-
donvale/?sf_action=get_data&sf_data=all&_
sft_category=manningham-leader 
where you will need to sign up/log in and will then 
receive 10 votes to cast. Voting closes at 5pm 

Friday, 28 June. 
We hope to use the grant to assist in creating an 
open community area complete with new garden 
and bench seats outside the senior building 
overlooking the oval 

http://www.comlaw.gov.au/Details/C2013C00022
https://www.leaderlocalgrants.com.au/open-community-area-at-our-lady-of-the-pines-primary-school-donvale/?sf_action=get_data&sf_data=all&_sft_category=manningham-leader
https://www.leaderlocalgrants.com.au/open-community-area-at-our-lady-of-the-pines-primary-school-donvale/?sf_action=get_data&sf_data=all&_sft_category=manningham-leader
https://www.leaderlocalgrants.com.au/open-community-area-at-our-lady-of-the-pines-primary-school-donvale/?sf_action=get_data&sf_data=all&_sft_category=manningham-leader
https://www.leaderlocalgrants.com.au/open-community-area-at-our-lady-of-the-pines-primary-school-donvale/?sf_action=get_data&sf_data=all&_sft_category=manningham-leader
https://www.leaderlocalgrants.com.au/open-community-area-at-our-lady-of-the-pines-primary-school-donvale/?sf_action=get_data&sf_data=all&_sft_category=manningham-leader


 

OUR LADY OF THE PINES BASKETBALL CLUB 
It is with a sad heart that the Doncaster Primary School Basketball competition will finish up at end of 
current season 30/6/2019, due to dwindling numbers from other schools.  It is sad as so many OLOP 
children started their basketball journey at DISC. 
 
However, not all is lost!  The current OLOP teams will be moving from DISC on Saturdays to midweek 
competition. If any children are wanting to play basketball for OLOP at Bulleen starting after school 
holidays, please contact me. 
 
Regards, Tim Brain, President, 04316888

Term 2 – 2019 – CALENDAR    

Please check regularly for amendments  

Wednesday June  26  Year 3 / 4  Expo – Into the unknown –  
Explorers 9:00 – 11am 

Friday June 28  TERM 2 ENDS - Students Dismissed at 1:00pm 
 

Term 3 – 2019 – CALENDAR    

 

Monday July 15  Beginning Term 3 

Friday July 26  Grandparent’s Whole School Mass 

SATURDAY AUG 03  Eucharist Commitment Mass 

Wednesday Aug 07  Eucharist Parent/Child 

Thursday Aug 08  Premier’s Reading Challenge ends 

Friday Aug 09  Majors and Minors Recitals 

Sunday  Aug 11  SCIENCE WEEK begins 

 PARISH SOCIAL AFTERNOON – all welcome 

THURSDAY AUG 15   FEAST OF THE ASSUMPTION – School Feast Day 

Sunday Aug 18  BOOK WEEK BEGINS ‘ Reading Is My Secret Power’ 

SUNDAY AUG 18  FIRST EUCHARIST MASS 11:30 AM 

Monday Aug 19  BOOK WEEK PARADE 

Thursday Aug 22  ATHLETICS DAY 

SATURDAY AUG 24  FIRST EUCHARIST MASS 5:00PM 

SUNDAY AUG 25  FIRST EUCHARIST MASS 11:30AM 

Friday Aug 30   Father’s Day Celebration 

Sunday Sept 01  FATHER’S DAY 

FRIDAY SEPT 06  FIRST EUCHARIST WHOLE SCHOOL MASS 

Monday Sept 16  ITALIAN DAY 

Friday Sept 20  FOOTY DAY 

FRIDAY Sept 20  END OF TERM 3 – Students dismissed at 1:00pm 
 

Monday Oct 7  Beginning Term 4 



WRITING COMPETITION – Congratulations Liam Coviello 
 
 
We are pleased to announce that Liam Coviello entered a writing competition at his local shopping centre and has 
won $1000 for our school.. We are extremely proud of his achievements and share his winning entry below. 
 
THE PIG THAT WAS A LAWYER 
“I’m sick of being stuck in this small, muddy pen all day,” said Pigham.  “It’s all you’ll ever get son,” said his dad.  
So Pigham went back to shovelling mud. “I want a job,” he thought aloud.  Pigham went to the farmer’s cupboard 
and picked some flyers.  “I should find something good here,” he said. 
 
The first flyer was for a butcher. “Oh My God,” squealed Pigham.  The next one was for a dancer.  “No way”, said 
Pigham.  The third flyer was for a lawyer.  “Maybe that would be suitable for a pig like me,” he said.  He walked 
back to his pen and said to his dad, “I am going to the city to become a lawyer”.  His dad was worried and calmly 
asked, “What if you fail?  What if nobody wants you?”  But Pigham was determined.  He packed his bags and went 

to the big building that had the words, ‘LAWYERS’. 

 
He passed his training in record timing, proved his dad wrong, and became a professional lawyer.  He won cases 
all around the world and even made the opposition come over to his side.  But all the cases he had won were 
about people, so when he was called to a case in Australia, it put him out of his comfort zone.  John Michael 
Walker had stolen and killed 27 cows in one day and was caught by Farmer Frank.  Lawyer Pigham walked into 
the court and sat down with Farmer Frank and a member from the Protection of Farm Animals Association.  The 
opposition lawyer sat down at the table next to him and stared.  Pigham stared back.  This was going to be a tough 
case, thought Pigham. 
 
A few minutes later, Judge Joshua walked into the court and everyone stood up.  “Sit!” Boomed the judge.  
Everyone sat.  Judge Joshua said a few words that Pigham had memorised by now. Both lawyers waited until the 
judge had finished speaking before they came in with their arguments. The opposition lawyers name was James 
Hater and he did not like animals,  He didn’t just not like them, he hated them.  So when the judge finished 
speaking, Lawyer Hater spoke before anyone else could speak.  “Your Honour, the crime that John Walker 
committed is not as it seems.  Mr Walker is very poor, and he only ever kills if he needs to feed his hungry family.  
“Hmmm,” thought Pigham.  “The lawyer was good, but not truthful”. 
 
“Objection! Your Honour, it is true that Me Walker is poor but Mr. Walker is single, and his family members have 
all passed away”, said Pigham triumphantly.  That’s how it went almost until the end of the case.  Lawyer James 
said something, but Lawyer Pigham always had something to say back.  At the end of the case, Pigham said 
something that made the judge decide. 
 
“John Walker has done a terrible crime for no reason at all,” said Pigham.  The court gasped.  How? Lawyer 
Pigham said, “Mr Walker has done wrong for many years now, previously being sentenced to six months jail for 
stealing fourteen sheep, just to make the farmer angry.” 
 
“That does it!” called Judge Joshua.  “John Walker, you have been accused of stealing and killing twenty-seven 
cows, how do you plead?”  “GUILTY!” cried out John.  “John Michael Walker, you are hereby sentenced to three 
years jail,” said Judge Joshua banging his hammer.  “Case Closed!”. 
 
“Thank you so much Lawyer Pigham,” said Farmer Frank. 
 
“Anytime Frank, Anytime”> 
 
 

  



 

PARENTS AND FRIENDS NOTICE 
 

 
The NEW Parents & Friends Fun-Raising Group 

 
The feedback from the parent’s survey has been reviewed by the school.  Unfortunately, 
without sufficient interest in filling the official roles required, the Parents & Friends 
Committee, as we’ve known it, can no longer be sustained. 
 
However, the school and its students still need additional funds to be raised;  
and we still need parent help! 
 
 
MOVING FORWARD... 
 
There will now be a new structure for this group where parents will have no official titles or 
official roles.  There will be no expectations on parent’s time commitments or number of 
meetings to attend.   
 
Essentially, a list of fundraising ideas will be created and parents will be asked to join a 
group to support and/or organize one fundraising event of their choice. This will enable 
parents and friends to facilitate a selected activity, without the ongoing commitment beyond 
that event. Support and guidance will be given by the school.  
 
Please join us at the school at 7:00pm on Wednesday 17th July to find out more and 
provide your input in choosing the fundraising events to be selected over the course of the 
next 18 months.  
 
This is a new group, of new Mums and Dads, and we welcome one and all and any further 
ideas you may bring. 
 
 
For more information, please contact: 
Adrian Ferris 0488 777 888 - (fellow parent of Prep, Gr 2, Gr 6.) 

 
 



 
 

 
 
 
                                                      
 
 
 

 
 
 
  
  
 
 
  

 

 
 

Front Row:   Marlee, Chiara, Marcus, 
Benjamin, Helena, 

Alexa Amelia, 
James, Austin, Ben, Asher 

 

Back Row: Thomas, Marcellus, 
Marco, Andrew, 

Rocco, Luca, Alyssa 

 
 

  



 GENERAL NOTICES – SCHOOL   

Disclaimer: Our Lady of the Pines provides advertisements within this newsletter as a service to the school 

community. 

Our Lady of the Pines is not responsible for, and expressly disclaims all liability for damages of any kind arising out 

of use, reference to, or reliance on any information contained in the newsletter.  While the information contained in 

this document is periodically updated, no guarantee is given that the information provided is correct, complete, and 

up to date

.

 

Weekly Newsletter 
Our school newsletter is sent to parents via email 
and Flexibuzz on Tuesday of each week.  Our 
newsletter is also available via email to any other 
interested person or group.  Please email  
newsletter@olopdonvale.catholic.edu.au to 
request a weekly copy or to UNSUBSCRIBE. 
Deadline for newsletter articles is 1:00pm 
Monday. 
 

 

SCHOOL UNIFORM SHOP 
 – (New uniform items)   Our school uniform shop 
is opened twice each week:  
TUESDAY MORNINGS: 8:30 to 9:30am and  
THURSDAY AFTERNOONS3:00 to 4:00pm 
 

Contact:  Vera Scala 0400 896 390 
 

 

SECOND HAND UNIFORM SHOP 
The second-hand uniform shop is located in the 
Grade 1 community area.  
Opening hours: 

Tuesdays 8.45 am – 9.30 am   (Natasha) 
Thursdays 3:00 pm – 3:45 pm  

(Ina & Marita) 
Cash or cheques only.  Cheques are payable to 
Our Lady of the Pines P&F.  
Donations of second hand items in good condition 
are always needed, however if they could be 
laundered before being sent to school, it would be 
very much appreciated. 
For further information please call. 
NATASHA LIMNEOS  on 0423 158 068 
 

Slamin Tennis Player of the week: 

 
 
TERM 2 2019 - booking links: 

https://www.trybooking.com/435076 
*** Rain / extreme heat cancellation status*** 
https://slamintennisandfitness.teamapp.com 
Vicky Lee - Founder & Director 

M: 0403 129 648  - W: www.slamin.com.au  

FOLLOW US On social media: 

 

 

STUDENT ABSENCES 
 

Please note that it is very important, and a legal 
requirement, that all student absences are to be 
reported on our Flexibuzz app, before 9:30am on 
the day of absence. 

 
 

 

 

 

WOOLWORTHS 

LEARN & LEARN  

STICKERS 
 

We are registered in the Woolworths Earn and 
Learn program.  We have boxes as collection points 
at both the Pines Shopping Centre and Jackson’s 
Court.  Earn and Learn stickers can also be sent to 
the school office. 
The more stickers we collect, the more new 
equipment receive FREE ! 
 

So please, tell all your family and friends to help us 
receive as much as we can for our school. 
 

 

Woolworths Earn & Learn 
 

Thank you to all the students 

who have been bringing in 

completed sheets of stickers 
 

Sticker count to 

date is: 

26,000 approx 

 
  

mailto:newsletter@olopdonvale.catholic.edu.au
https://www.trybooking.com/435076
https://slamintennisandfitness.teamapp.com/
http://www.slamin.com.au/


 
 

ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS 
(fundraising for OLOP) 

  
The new 2019/2020 Entertainment Memberships 

are available from the school..  
 

When your supporters purchase their  
Membership between  3 June and 30 

June  
they go into the draw to win – 

 
 2 Return Flights to London +  

$500 Westfield Gift Card 

 
We still have a number of books 

available from the school office or you 
can purchase a digital copy online. 

 
 

 

Please help 
You may not be aware of a tragic incident that 
occurred within our community. 
 
A local family requries our help.  The Bate Family), 
whose children attend Milgate, are also known 
amongst some of the OLOP community. 
Davina Bate, Principal at Eastern Rangers 
(Autism) School, lost her husband approximately 
a month ago in tragic circumstances.  Her 
husband, Wes Bate, is missing. 
 
Milgate Primary School has established a ‘Go 
Fund Me’ page – please copy or click on the link 
below which summarizes their tragic story. 
 
It would be appreciated if you would take the time 
to read the circumstances of his disappearance 
and assist if you can with a donation to help this 
family. 
 

https://www.gofundme.com/f/bate-family 
 

Available as a 
digital or a 
hardcopy. 
 
Order from: 
copy  

www.entb
ook.com.a
u/109v24 

https://www.gofundme.com/f/bate-family


 

Brendan Keeling and Staff wish all our OLOP 
community a very happy and safe term break. 

 


