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Dear Parents, Carers, Staff and Students 
 
 ‘In any relationship, the essence of trust is not in its bind, but in its bond.’ 

Mother Theresa 
 

Principal’s Reflection 
For many years there has been research and data that highlights that successful 
and high performing communities consist of good people, with shared values for 
a common purpose.  Many business communities adopt this mantra, and look to 
invest in good people in their organisation to bring about successful outcomes.  
Yet, when we strip down the core elements of what qualities and characteristics 
the people within these successful organisations bring, the answer lies in their 
relationships.  Inter-personal and personal skills assist, but communities with 
strong, respectful and healthy relationships are more likely to succeed than those 
that are purely outcome driven.  There is currently some shift in thinking to refine 
the belief that it is not good ‘people’ that make a successful community, but good 
‘relationships.’ 
  
At the heart of successful relationships are trust and honesty.  Without these our 
conversations lack authenticity.  We have all faced moments where we have an 
opportunity to name a concern but we opt out.  We hide behind the fact we do not 
want to hurt someone’s feelings or upset someone.  While everyone responds to 
affirmation, unless we are prepared to name concerns or queries, we cannot 
expect to see better outcomes.  Trust cannot be confused for simply liking a 
person because they do not challenge us.  Our greatest learning and growth 
comes from the tension point between challenge and support. 
  
The reality is that this can be done in a respectful way.  By taking the time to 
discuss a concern and listen to all sides of the story, we can reach a better 
alternative.  We cannot expect to grow and improve unless we have the courage 
to respectfully name concerns with the very people they involve.  Essentially, all 
our responses and interactions are choices.  We can choose to make a life giving 
choice or we can opt out.  If we opt out then nothing changes, but if we are 
prepared to name a concern, challenge or issue, then we can influence change.  
This opens up a conversation to clarify understanding, dispel assumptions and get 
to the heart of the issue.  We may not immediately see the result we are seeking, 
or benefit from the result, but the outcome will improve.  This takes courage and 
a tremendous amount of character. 

At OLOP we feel we have a respectful relationship and appreciate the courage 
and trust our parents place in us when they allow the school to deal with situations 
and challenges as they arise. 

Week 1 -  Term 1   

 6 February 2018  

FORTHCOMING 

ACTIVITIES 

 

 

 

27 March  TONIGHT 
Human Development 
Info Night – Year 6 ONLY 
 
27 to 29 March Stations 
of the Cross - Students 
Display - ALL WELCOME 
 
END OF TERM 

Thursday 29 March 

Pick Up at 1:00pm 
 

 
 

SCHOOL BANKING  

EACH Wednesday  

 
 
 

Coles Vouchers 
FINAL WEEK  
If shopping at Coles, please 
collect the vouchers and 
send them to school.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  Week 9 - Term 1 

   27 March 2018  



  

 

  
Principal Conference 2018 
During the holiday period and over the first two 
weeks, I will be heading on a Principal Conference 
with fifteen other Principals from our North West 
Principal Network group.  As part of our faith 
development and Religious Education enrichment, 
we will be heading to various parts of Greece and 
Turkey, and travel in the footsteps of St Paul and 
follow his pilgrimage dating back to 50AD.  We have 
been working on the theology and studies of St Paul’s 
writing in the early part of the church over the latter 
part of last year and into this year.  During the time 
on the pilgrimage, we will be studying various 
theological aspects and attending to assessment and 
writing pieces of St Paul’s text and the impact he had 
on the Catholic Church and Christianity.  During my 
time away at the beginning of next term, Mrs Rochelle 
Buckley our Deputy Principal will be acting Principal.  
I look forward to sending you information on my 
travels and understandings of St Paul. 
 
Wedding wishes 
During the Easter holiday period, Miss Anna Chiera 
and her fiancé, Luke, are to be married.  It is an 
exciting time for both of them, their families and 
friends.  We wish Anna and Luke all the best on the 
day and great happiness and joy in their future 
together. 
 
Thank You – Miss Danielle Cuthbertson 
Danielle has been our specialist Physical Education 
and Sports Teacher, filling in for Mrs Bree Walker 
while on maternity leave, since term 2, 2017.  Bree 
will be returning to OLOP in term 2, and we wish to 
say thank you to Danielle for her great organisation 
and being a wonderful member of the OLOP 
community.  We wish Danielle well in her future 
career and welcome back Bree to OLOP. 
 
Swimming 2018 
For the past twelve months, I have been reviewing 
our swimming program for the 2018 school year.  I 
have looked at various programs that are run by 
swimming centres within reasonable travel distance 
of our school.  All programs are organised on a similar 
path.  Secondly, I looked at the timing of the program 
and through much work, have been able to negotiate 
times that are more suitable for students, staff and 
the school community.  These times will be in the 
beginning of term four for all our students from 
Foundation (Prep) to Year 6.  This is both more 
practical in a swimming sense as students are being 
taught the swimming program leading into the 
summer months and is at a more suitable time of the 
year in regards to student learning.  I will provide the 
dates to parents as term four draws closer.  
 
 

Last Day of Term 1 -  Thursday 29 March 

Our last day of Term One is this Thursday with students 

finishing at 1.00pm.  Students not collected by 1:15pm 

will be taken to Camp Australia, After School Care. 

First Day of Term 2 - Monday 16 April 

 
Stations of the Cross - Students Display –  
 Tuesday 27 March - Thursday 29 March 
As part of our Easter theme, we will be having a Stations 
of the Cross display in the Parish Centre, from Tuesday 
to Thursday.  Families are encouraged to view. 
 

Human Development Night - Year 6 only –  
 Tuesday 27 March 
The Year 6 Human Development Information Evening 
will be held tonight, beginning at 7.00pm in the church.  
We encourage all students and parents to attend this 
evening conducted by Kathy Stewart. 
 

Hot Dog Pop Up Day -  Thursday 29 March 
This Thursday, our final day of term, we will be holding 
a hot dog pop up day.  Students will be able to purchase 
a hot dog at lunch time for $3 each. 
 

Easter Assembly -  Thursday 29 March 
There will be an Easter assembly at 11.50am in the 
church.  We will draw the raffle at this assembly.  All 
parents are invited to our final assembly for Term One. 
 

Parish Easter Mass times 
Please refer to the timetable on the next page for OLOP 
Easter services. 
 

School Photos - Monday 30 April 
Our school photos for 2018 will be on Monday, 30 
April.  Students are to wear summer uniform for the 
school photos. 
 

Enrolment 2019 
If you have a child who will be entering Foundation 
(Prep) in 2019, or know of anyone in the community who 
may be thinking of sending their child to Our Lady of the 
Pines Catholic Primary School, we are currently taking 
enrolments for 2019.   
 

Parents of new students can organise with Noreen 
Forsyth in Administration, for myself to take them on a 
tour and discuss all aspects of the school.  Parents can 
obtain an enrolment application form from Noreen.  If 
these could be filled in and returned to school as soon 
as possible, it would be greatly appreciated.  
  
Wishing everyone a very safe holiday period and a 
happy Easter.  Go the Blues, 
  
Mr Brendan Keeling 
Principal “We are Community” 
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PARISH NEWS 

Parish Easter Mass times 
 

All Our Lady of the Pines families are invited to 
join in the celebration of Holy Week at the 
Parish.  The following are Mass times where all 
families are invited: 
 

Holy Thursday - Mass of the Lord’s Supper  
 29 March   at   7.30pm         

 
Good Friday - Passion of Christ       
 30 March   at   3.00pm          

 
Easter Saturday Vigil - Jesus’s Resurrection  
 31 March   at  7.30pm          

 
Easter Sunday - Jesus’ Resurrection      
 1 April at     9.30am          
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Gerry Barber – 

Tree & Plaque   Dedication 
 
On Sunday, 15 April 2018, immediately following 
the 9:30am Mass, a tree planting, plaque 
placement and blessing will be conducted in the 
memory of Gerry and in recognition of his service 
to the OLOP community. 
 

Gerry was a parent at Our Lady of the Pines 
School who volunteered in many aspects of 
helping and fundraising for our school.  He also 
continued to contribute with his volunteer work 
through OLOP Parish until his passing last year.  
Jerry is very missed by all who knew him.  
 
All members of the OLOP community are invited 
to attend. 
 
PPC 

 

 

SPORT REPORT –  
Manningham Division Swimming 
 
On 5 March, we had three students compete in the 
Manningham Division Swimming Carnival.  All three 
students represented OLOP with great pride and 
sportsmanship.  They are to be congratulated on 
their effort to make it to that stage in the swimming 
competition!  
 
Congratulations to;  
Sienna Oxnam who 
finished 5th in the Under 
12 girls 50m Freestyle, 
Lydia Rottura who 
finished 5th in the Under 
11 girls 50m Backstroke 
and Archer Condie who 
finished 4th in the Under 
11 boys Breastroke. 
 

Danielle Cuthbertson 
– P.E. Sports Teacher 
 

 

An amazing 30,000 vouchers has 

been collected to date with additional vouchers yet to 
counted!  A huge thank-you to school families, friends and 
the wider community who are assisting the school to earn 
additional sports equipment for our children.    
 

Last chance to collect vouchers with 

1 week to go, 

so please remember to ask for the vouchers at the 
register!    You can collect vouchers until April 3.   
 
Remember to return any vouchers early in Term 2.  All 
vouchers will need to be counted by early May (a 
reminder will be in newsletter) to allow ample time to post 

the vouchers in for verification.  
 

 



  

 
 

Term 2 – 2018 – CALENDAR 

Monday April 16  Term 2 begins 

Thursday April 19  ISS – Years 5 & 6 

Tuesday April 24   Excursion – Years 3 & 4 – Healesville Sanctuary 

 Parish Council Meeting – 7:00pm 

Wednesday April 25  ANZAC DAY – Public Holiday 

Thursday April 26  ISS 

Monday April 30  SCHOOL PHOTOS –  
Class, Individuals, Sibling and Whole School photos 

Thursday May 03  ISS 

 Parent / Child Confirmation Night 

Tuesday May 08  Templestowe District Cross Country Carnival 

Thursday May 10  ISS 

 Mother’s Day Stall 

Friday May 11  Mother’s Day – Whole School Mass 

Tues, Wed, Fri May 15 - 18  NAPLAN – Reading -  Years 3 & 5  
Language Conventions&Writing/Reading/Numeracy 

Thursday May 17  St Patrick’s Cathedral – Confirmation Rehearsal Year 6 

SUNDAY May 20  Confirmation Sacrament 2:30pm   ALL WELCOME 

Tuesday May 22  Excursion – Year 4 – Currawong 

Wednesday May 23  National Simultaneous Storytime 2018 – 10:45am 

Thursday May 24  ISS 

 Yarra Valley Water Incursion – Years 3 & 4 

Tuesday May 29  ICAS – Science 

 Parish Council Meeting – Joint OLOP & SsP&P 

Thursday May 30  ISS 

Friday June 01   Whole School Confirmation Mass 

Monday June 11  Queen’s Birthday – Public Holiday 

Tuesday June 12  Manningham Division Cross Country Carnival - Qualifying students 

Thursday June 14  ISS 

Tuesday June 19  EMR CROSS COUNTRY CARNIVAL – Qualifying students 

Thursday June 21  ISS 

Friday June 22  STUDENT FREE DAY –  
STAFF PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

Thursday June 28  ISS 

Friday June 29  END TERM 2 – Students dismissed at 1:00pm 

Term 1 – 2018 – CALENDAR 

Please check regularly for amendments
 

Tuesday March 27  Years 6 ONLY- Human Development Night 

Thursday March  29  Final Day – Term One -  Students Dismissed at 1:00pm 

EASTER 2018 

Friday   30 March  - Good Friday Saturday  31 March  - Easter Saturday 
Sunday  01 April   - Easter Sunday  Monday    02 April    - Easter Monday 

 

TERM 2 - STUDENTS RETURN:  Monday 16 April 2018 



  

Year 6 CAMP MEMORIES 
 
Our Year 6 students returned from camp at the 
Briars in Mount Martha last Friday.  Below are 
prayers our student leaders wish to share with you. 
There is also a camp report as a separate 
attachment to the newsletter. 

 

Camp Prayer  
Antony & Victoria:   Dear Lord 
 
Victoria: Thank You for the endless opportunities,  
 And the lovely welcoming camp community. 
Antony:   Help us all to be better people, 
 And let everything we do be good and equal. 
Victoria: Thank you for the delicious food we eat, 
 And let us be friendly to all we meet. 
Antony: Keep the weather nice and sunny, 
 And make our jokes always be funny. 
Victoria: We pray for those who need to be loved, 
 and let no one ever be pushed or shoved. 
Antony: Let us all be safe and careful,  
 But right now remember to be prayerful. 
Victoria: We pray we sleep throughout the night, 
 And you wake us up to the morning light. 
Antony: But please right now let us rejoice and 
 eat, 
Antony & Victoria: Amen 

 

 

 

Camp Reflection 

Dear God 
 

Thank you for this food that we are about to eat, and 
this camp and the awesome experience that we just 
had.  You kept us safe and made us have the best 
camp experience possible. 
 

I would also like to thank the camp leaders for 
preparing breakfast and dinner for us. This camp has 
been a great experience, and a fun time for all of us 
to spend with our teachers and friends.  
 

I’m sure that everyone has had a great time, so let’s 
all enjoy this last meal together and take a moment 
to thank all the teachers and camp leaders for what 
they have done for us. 
 

Thank you to the camp leaders who organised the 
activities, made food for us all to eat, and provided 
us a place to sleep and all around having us for 
these past couple of days. 
 

Thank you teachers for organising this whole camp 
and being there to watch us have fun with our friends 
and even joining in on the amazing activities that we 
experienced. 
 

All around we would like to thank everyone who 
made this camp possible and what a great time it has 
been. 
 
Written by Dylan Watts



  



  

GENERAL NOTICES – SCHOOL   

Disclaimer: Our Lady of the Pines provides advertisements within this newsletter as a service to the school community. 

Our Lady of the Pines is not responsible for, and expressly disclaims all liability for damages of any kind arising out of use, 

reference to, or reliance on any information contained in the newsletter.  While the information contained in this document 

is periodically updated, no guarantee is given that the information provided is correct, complete, and up to date. 
 
 

Weekly Newsletter 
Our school newsletter is sent to parents via email and 
Flexibuzz on Tuesday of each week.  Our newsletter is also 
available via email to any other interested person or group.  
Please email  newsletter@olopdonvale.catholic.edu.au to 
request a weekly copy or to UNSUBSCRIBE. 

Deadline for newsletter articles is 1:00pm Monday. 
 

 
ICY POLE DAYS: 
The Parents & Friends Association will resume selling 
Icy Poles each Wednesday at lunch time commencing 
Wednesday (tomorrow) 

For Sale: 
Zooper Dooper      0.50 
Cosmic Flavours   0.50 
Sourz Flavours      0.50 
Peters Lemonade  
icy-poles               $1.20 
 
 
 

 

SCHOOL UNIFORM SHOP 
 

 – (New uniform items) 
Our school uniform shop is opened twice each 
week:  
TUESDAY MORNINGS: 8:30 to 9:30am and  
THURSDAY AFTERNOONS  3:00 to 4:00pm 
 

Contact:  Vera Scala 0400 896 390 
 
 

SECOND HAND UNIFORM SHOP 
The second-hand uniform shop is located in the 
Grade 1 community area.  
Opening hours :  

Tuesdays 8.45 am – 9.30 am 

Thursdays 3:00 pm – 3:45 pm 

Cash or cheques only.  Cheques are payable to Our 
Lady of the Pines P&F.  
Donations of second hand items in good condition 
are always needed, however if they could be 
laundered before being sent to school, it would be 
very much appreciated 
For further information please call TEREZA RADA 
ON 0428 501 010 
 

 

SPECIAL INVITATION – 

  
We are inviting all students to sing at OLOP's Palm 
Sunday Mass, 25 March, 9:30am.  Please join the 
parish in celebrating this special Children’s and 
Youth Mass. There will be a sausage sizzle 
afterwards. Just show up on the day or come along 
for a 20 minute choir practice in the Community Area 
on Wednesday 14 and 21 March after school. 
Younger siblings most welcome.  
 
Contact Andrea on 0403 177 148 for more info. 
 
 

COLES COUPONS:  OLOP has registered with 

Coles to collect coupons this year, so please let your 
family members know to collect coupons when shopping 
at Coles.  This gives us the opportunity to earn sports 
gear just by collecting vouchers.  
We have a collection box in the foyer and one outside 
the library.  Thanks for your help. 
 
 

School Banking  Day  
Don’t forget that Wednesday is 
School Banking day and students 
should bring in their weekly deposit.  
Remember our school earns 5% 
commission on every deposit made (to 
a maximum of $10 per individual 
deposit).   
Thank you for supporting the School 

Banking program at OLOP. 
Thank you to our band of mothers who co-ordinate 

the banking each week. 
 

Slamin Tennis  
 

2) Term 1 re-enrolling students: 
https://www.trybooking.com/330995 
3) Term 1 Matchplay /  Competition: 
https://www.trybooking.com/350569 
*** Rain / extreme heat cancellation status*** 
https://slamintennisandfitness.teamapp.com 
Vicky Lee - Founder & Director M: 0403 129 648 

W: www.slamin.com.au 

mailto:newsletter@olopdonvale.catholic.edu.au
https://www.trybooking.com/330995
https://www.trybooking.com/350569
https://slamintennisandfitness.teamapp.com/
http://www.slamin.com.au/


  

2018 Camps, Sports  

and  

Excursion Fund 

 

The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) 
provides payments for eligible students to attend 
activities like: 
 school camps or trips 
 swimming and school-organised sport programs 
 outdoor education programs 
 excursions and incursions. 
 
Applications for 2018 are open and will close on the 
first day of term 2 (18 April 2018). 
OLOP strongly encourages any family with a 
health care card as listed below, to put in an 
application. 
A parent or legal guardian of a student must: 
 be an eligible beneficiary of one of these cards: 

Veterans Affairs Gold Card 
Centrelink Health Care Card 
Pensioner Concession Card 

 OR they must be a temporary foster parent 
 OR the student is 16 years or older and holds a 

valid concession card (such as a Youth 
Allowance Health Care Card) 

AND the parent or legal guardian must submit an 
application by the due date. 
 
For further information please log into 
 
www.eduation.vic.gov.au/csef or phone the CSEF 
Helpdesk via 1800 060 970 (option 1).  You can also 
email their office at csef@edumail.vic.gov.au 

 

LIBRARY HELPERS 

Thank you to the couple of helpers we have had this 
term.   
 

We remain in need of helpers for term 2, from our 
parent and carer community, to help at the beginning 
or end of the day to help in returning books and 
tidying shelves.  If you could let the office or our 
Library Manager, Maryanne Walker, know if are able 
to volunteer any of your time.   
 
Email: mwalker@olopdonvale.catholic.edu.au  

 

FAMILY INFORMATION 
REPORTS 

Due back tomorrow please. 
Thank you to the families 

who have already completed 
and returned their reports. 

 

Please return all sold/unsold tickets by Thursday.  
We still have tickets for sale at the school office, 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

CATHOLIC RAFFLE 2018 

The 2018 Car Raffle is now up and running with THREE 
brand new Suzuki cars as major prizes and a number of 
Coles Myer Gift Cards for $1,000 and $500.  In total there 
are fourteen prizes to be won this year. 
 

We would be very grateful if you would be able to assist 
with selling tickets.  If you would like to purchase one or 
more tickets, or if you would like a book to sell please 
contact the school office.  Books that have already been 
distributed are due back by Friday 4 May.   
 

ALL TICKETS SOLD OR UNSOLD MUST BE 
RETURNED to ensure we meet the requirements of the 
Vic Commission for Gambling Regulations.  Your 
continued support is very much appreciated.  Each book 
sold raises $16 for OLOP 
PRIZES 

1st Prize Suzuki Baleno Valued - $17,490 
2nd Prize Suzuki Baleno Valued - $17.490 
3rd Prize Suzuki Baleno Valued - $17,490 
4th & 5th Prizes   Myer Gift Cards Valued -   $1,000 
6th – 14th Prizes Myer Gift Cards Valued -     $ 500 

 

SAVE THE DATE  - 

OLOP SOCIAL NIGHT 

BEE GEES – FRIDAY 4 MAY  

7:00pm 
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Reflection:  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Brendan Keeling and staff wish 

 
you a very Holy, happy and 

 
safe Easter and Term 1 holiday. 

 
 
 

 


