
 
77 Carbine Street  Donvale  Vic  3111 

Phone: (03) 9842 2991     Fax (03) 9841 8091 
Email: newsletter@olopdonvale.catholic.edu.au  

Dear Parents, Carers, Staff and Students 
 
Principal’s Reflection  
Martin Luther King is quoted as saying, ‘Life’s most persistent and urgent question 
is: What are you doing for others?”  Families recently celebrated Mother’s Day, on 
Sunday we had a spiritual and uplifting Sacrament of Confirmation at the Cathedral 
where Monsignor Tony Ireland gave a passionate speech regarding the church of 
2019, and yesterday we were inspired by Fr Francis and his journey to support 
young children of the world.  These people and events allow our children to 
acknowledge the unselfish devotion each of these people and groups have in the 
support and care of their and our children.  Undoubtedly, this care and support is 
complemented by the encouragement of staff at OLOP and family members who 
share the significant responsibility of providing a meaningful school and loving 
home environment.  It is this sense of ‘service’ in regards to taking action in the 
commitment of others, which is a hallmark of both sustainable teaching and 
parenting. 
 
Schools can be greatly misunderstood institutions.  As adults, we have all ‘passed 
through’ the schooling process and consequently we all view schools and 
education through fairly unique lenses.  Effective schools, however, all have one 
important ingredient: service to others is a keystone in our OLOP school operation 
and is viewed regularly in action.  Mahatma Gandhi reinforced the importance of 
this attitude of serving others when he said, “The best way to find yourself is to lose 
yourself in the service of others.”  In the school context, it is not difficult to highlight 
regular evidence of service to others, such as: 
 the wonderful collaborative effort that was displayed by all staff in preparing 

for and delivery of our school Mother’s Day celebrations, which attracted 
around 200 people 

 the amazing celebration of the Sacrament of Confirmation which required 
significant preparation and support on the day and attracted in excess of 
800 people at the cathedral 

 staff members, parents and friends who volunteer their time to support a 
number of varied activities and fundraising efforts 

 Significant extra-curricular activities both before and particularly at lunch 
times for a number of students which are organised and taken by various 
members of our staff. 

 
Thank you to all in our school community who regularly serve in the interests of 
the collective and in particular your children and our students. 

 

      FORTHCOMING      

     ACTIVITIES 

 

Wednesday 22 

National Simultaneous 
Story Time 

 

Friday  24 May 

Years 5/6 Excursion 
 

Wednesday 05 June 

PARENTS AND 
FRIENDS MEETING 

7:00pm 
 

 

 
 

OUR LADY OF THE 

PINES PARISH 

Parish Priest 

Fr Jerald 
 

  MASS TIMES 

 Saturday Vigil 

Mass 5:00 pm 

 Sunday morning 

9:30 am 

All welcome 
 

 

SCHOOL 

BANKING  

Each Wednesday  

  Week 5 - Term 2 

  21 May 2019  



 
Art Competition - the Pines 
To celebrate Education Week, Stockland – The 
Pines, is running an art competition for local primary 
schools.  OLOP has entered this competition and 
their entry is on display.  We would appreciate 
families visiting the shopping centre and voting for 
our entry.  Anyone aged over 13 years of age can 
vote.  Voting forms are being sent home with your 
child tonight.  These can be lodged at the Pines or 
you may return them to the office and we will lodge 
them for you.  More forms are available on request 
or there is a copy attached to this newsletter.  The 
artwork from all participating schools will be 
displayed from 19 to 26 May, and voting closes 5 
June.   
 
Our Art Captains, Mia Ferraro and Joven 
Randhawa, together with our art teacher, Denise 
Kolokotronis, will appear in the local paper next 
week with their entry.  (See page 5.) 
 
Confirmation  
It was a fantastic celebration of the Sacrament of 
Confirmation on Sunday at St Patrick’s 
Cathedral.  To see the cathedral full and the children 
receiving their sacrament with family and staff 
present was a wonderful sight.  A big thank you to 
Claire Davis and all staff who organised the 
sacrament as well as our senior teachers, Anne 
Jenkins, Julie Carrick, Jessica Tibaldi, Stephen 
Nugent and staff who helped throughout the Mass.  
Finally, and importantly, our prayers and thoughts 
are with our Year 6 students who received the 
Sacrament of Confirmation and we look forward to 
the next phase of their journey in the Catholic 
church. 
 
OLOP Observer 
As per last week’s newsletter our OLOP Observer 
will begin this term on Thursday.  The following 
timetable is for our OLOP Observer this term:  

Week 5 Thursday 23 May 
  Literacy and Numeracy leaders  
Week 6 - 
Week 7 Thursday 6 June 
  4  levels snapshot 
Week 8 Thursday 13 June 
  Specialist levels snapshot 
Week 9 Thursday 20 June  
  Religion and Digital Technologies  
Week 10 - 

 

 
District Cross Country - Tuesday 21 May 
Today we have our representative team participating 
in the district Cross Country carnival.  I would like to 
wish all students competing today all the best in 
there event. 
 
Fr Francis visit and talk 

 
We were very lucky to have Fr Francis, a visiting 
priest from overseas, address our students 
yesterday at our assembly.   Father Francis is a 
Father of St Paul. He is Malaysian, educated in 
Singapore and has worked for many years in North 
Kenya. Recently he has been transferred to the 
Philippines where he is to continue his work. He is 
devastated at the lack of education for the children 
of the Philippines and spoke to the students 
yesterday regarding this. At the moment he is re-
establishing a premises to enable this to happen. It 
was fantastic to see all students so engaged and 
part of the presentation. 
 
National Simultaneous Storytime - Wednesday 
22 May - 10.45am 
National Simultaneous Storytime (NSS) is an annual 
campaign that aims to encourage more young 
Australians to read and enjoy books.  Now in its 
eighteenth successful year, it is a colourful, vibrant, 
and fun event that aims to promote the value of 
reading and literacy, using an Australian children's 
book that explores age-appropriate themes, and 
addresses key learning areas of the National 
Curriculum for Foundation to Year 6.  At OLOP we 
will be participating on Wednesday, 22 May, at 
10.45am.  Every year a picture book, written and 
illustrated by an Australian author and illustrator is 
read simultaneously in libraries, schools, pre-
schools, child care centres, family homes, 
bookshops and many other places around the 
country.  NSS2019's book is Alpacas with Maracas 
written and illustrated by Matt Cosgrove and 
published by Scholastic. 

 



Pop up Lunch 
A big thank you to Maria Karipis and her group of 
volunteer parents who organised and ran our very 
successful pop up lunch last Friday.  The children 
thoroughly enjoyed their hot chips. 
 
Year 5/6 Excursion –  Friday 24 May 
The year 5 and 6 students will be having a whole day 
excursion to the Treasury Buildings and the State 

Library. 
 
Whole School Confirmation Mass –  
 Friday 31 May 
The whole school will celebrate with the confirmation 
candidates at a mass at 9:00am.  An invitation is 
extended to our school community to attend. 

 
Board Meeting –  Tuesday 4 June 
Our next board meeting will be held on Tuesday, 4 
June, at 7.00pm in the staffroom. 
 
P&F Meeting –  Wednesday 5 June 
I would like to take this opportunity to invite all our 
parents to a Parents and Friends meeting on 
Wednesday, 5 June, at 7.00pm in the 
staffroom.  This meeting will discuss the future 
direction of our parents and friends, level support 
and help in the key areas of fundraising and parent 
involvement at OLOP.  I look forward to seeing as 
many parents there as possible. 
 
Enrolment 2020 
If you have a child who will be entering Foundation  
(Prep) in 2020 & 2021, or know of anyone in the 
community who may be thinking of sending their 
child to Our Lady of the Pines Catholic Primary 
School, we are currently taking enrolments for 2020 
& 2021.   
 

Parents of new students can organise with Noreen 
Forsyth in Administration, for myself to take them on 
a tour and discuss all aspects of the school.  Parents 
can obtain an enrolment application form from 
Noreen.  If these could be filled in and returned to 
school as soon as possible, it would be greatly 
appreciated. 
 
 
I wish everyone an enjoyable week and God Bless.   
 

Go the Blues. 
 

Brendan Keeling  -  Principal 
 

“We are Community” 

SCHOOL CLOSURE – 
PUPIL FREE DAYS 

 
Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday –  
 Monday 10 June 
Please note the next public holiday is the Queen’s 
birthday.  There will be no school on this day. 
 
Pupil Free Day - Friday 21 June 
We will be holding our first pupil free day this year on 
Friday, 21 June, where the staff will be looking at 
pedagogy (the art of teaching), planning in 
professional levels, NCCD and work around analysis 
of data. 

 

 

Techolopy Team  - 

Parent Tech Learning Session 2019 

Our Techolopy team of students 

invite all interested parents, 

grandparents, aunts, uncles etc. to 

come along to a learning session of 

technology.  Please see the full page 

flyer further in the newsletter (on 

page 8). 
 

STUDENT ABSENCES 
 

Please note that it is very important, and a legal 
requirement, that all student absences are to be 
reported on our Flexibuzz app, before 9:30am on 
the day of absence. 

 
 

Woolworths Earn & Learn 
Thank you to all the students who have 

been bringing in completed sheets of 

stickers 

Sticker count to date is: 

4,000 approx. 
 



Term 2 – 2019 – CALENDAR    

Please check regularly for amendments  

Wednesday May 22  National Simultaneous Storytime 

Friday May 24  Excursion – Years 5 & 6 – Treasury & State Library 

Friday May 31  Whole School Confirmation Mass 

 Fitness Friday 

Tuesday June  04  Excursion – Years 1 & 2 - Scienceworks 

Wednesday June 05  P&F Meeting – All welcome 

Friday June 07  Senior Science – Gallery viewing 

MONDAY June 10  QUEENS BIRTHDAY PUBLIC HOLIDAY – No School 

Friday  June 14  Fitness Friday 

Monday June 17  SCHOOL ASSEMBLY – 2:20PM 

Thursday June 20  Reports go home 

Friday June 21 
 STAFF PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT DAY –  
No school for students 

Monday June 24  Parent/Teacher/Student Interviews 

Friday June 28  TERM 2 ENDS - Students Dismissed at 1:00pm 
 

Term 3 – 2019 – CALENDAR    

 

Monday July 15  Beginning Term 3 

Friday July 26  Grandparent’s Whole School Mass 

SATURDAY AUG 03  Eucharist Commitment Mass 

Wednesday Aug 07  Eucharist Parent/Child 

Thursday Aug 08  Premier’s Reading Challenge ends 

Sunday  Aug 11  SCIENCE WEEK begins 

THURSDAY AUG 15   FEAST OF THE ASSUMPTION – School Feast Day 

Sunday Aug 18  BOOK WEEK BEGINS ‘ Reading Is My Secret Power’ 

SUNDAY AUG 18  FIRST EUCHARIST MASS 9:30 AM 

Monday Aug 19  BOOK WEEK PARADE 

Thursday Aug 22  ATHLETICS DAY 

SATURDAY AUG 24  FIRST EUCHARIST MASS 5:00PM 

SUNDAY AUG 25  FIRST EUCHARIST MASS 11:30AM 

Friday Aug 30   Father’s Day Celebration 

Sunday Sept 01  FATHER’S DAY 

FRIDAY SEPT 06  FIRST EUCHARIST WHOLE SCHOOL MASS 

Monday Sept 16  ITALIAN DAY 

Friday Sept 20  FOOTY DAY 

FRIDAY Sept 20  END OF TERM 2 – Students dismissed at 1:00pm 
 

Monday Oct 7  Beginning Term 4 



STOCKLAND ‘THE PINES SHOPPING CENTRE’ 

ART COMPETITION 

EDUCATION WEEK 
 
Our Lady of the Pines school has been 
invited to participate in an art competition 
at The Pines Stockland shopping centre 
to celebrate Education Week. The theme 
for the artwork is  

 
‘Celebrating Careers’.  

 
The artwork from all participating schools 
will be displayed from 19 to 26 May.  
 

Customers at the shopping centre are 
able to vote for their favourite art piece 
and the school with most votes wins a 
prize.  Please fill in a voting form and ask 
your friends and family to vote for us.We 
would greatly appreciate the support 
from our school community.  
 
We thank the group of senior school 
students who contributed to the creation 
of this artwork, Joven, Chantel, Nikita, 
Mia and Ryce.
 
 
 
VOTING FORMS HAVE BEEN SENT HOME. 

They can be placed in the  

voting box at the Pines Shopping Centre, or sent to school and we will deposit them at the Pines.



 

 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SENIOR SCIENCE GALLERY VIEWING 
 

DESERT PLANTS and ANIMALS 
 

Dear Parents/Carers 
 
During Term 1, the senior students investigated some of the structural features and adaptations of 
desert plants and animals.  They each had a specific animal or plant to research.  They produced 
an electronic poster and build a model showing the features and adaptations that help living things 
survive in their natural environment. 
 
Parents, grandparents and friends are encouraged to come along to see the wonderful 
research work the children have completed. 
 
When: Friday 7 June 
 
Time: from 2.20pm onwards 
 
Where: New S.T.E.A.M building at OLOP 
 
Regards 
Judy Paul 
Science & STEM 
Specialist Teacher 
 
 

  



OLOP MINI VINNIES COMMISSIONING CEREMONY  
 
At the assembly on Monday, our Mini Vinnies 
student action team were officially commissioned 
as members of the St Vincent de Paul Society. 
During the ceremony, students received their 
badges and read a pledge and prayer to show their 
commitment. 
 
We are proud of the following students who make 
up our OLOP Mini Vinnies action team and know 
that they will work together to make a difference. 

 

 
  

 
 
RE Captains and Mini Vinnies 
student leaders: Luke and Irene 
Mini Vinnies student action 
team: Marlee, Louise, Camille, 
Imogen, Aisha, Opal, Brooke, 
Scarlett, Olivia, Chloe, Molly, 
Abbey, Alessia, Mia and 
Stephanie  
 

 
 
 

CONGRATULATIONS 
OLOP MINI VINNIES 

 





OLOP AWARDS 
Positive Behaviour for Learning (PBL)  -  2019 Term 2 Weeks 1&4 

 

At OLOP we are called to be our best to act justly, love tenderly and walk humbly with our God 
We congratulate the students who have received awards in the last two weeks, for living up to any of our special OLOP 
expectations or practising any of our other values! Other OLOP values are: Friendliness, Courage, Honesty, 
Determination, Confidence, Consideration, Acceptance, Caring, Assertiveness, Persistence and Resilience 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 

 

F 
Roman  
Alexandra 
Alexandra  
Amelia  
 

Noah  
Martin  
Quinn  
Makenna  
 

Alexandra  
Caterina  

Audrey  
Lucas  
Alexandra  
Nicholas  
 

Tiana  
Cruz 
Dakota  
 

1 
& 
2 

Wei  
Archer  
Vincent  
Harry  
 
 

Luke  
Nicola  
Tahlia  
Ronak  
 

Grace  Zac  
Rafael  
Aleisha  
 

Joel  
Alyssia  
Alyssa  
Zarli  
Cruz 
Summer  
 

 

3 
& 
4 

Olivia  
Chesea  
Laura  
Sienna  
Christina  
Alessia  
Stephanie  
Lee  

Mietta  
Jack 
Sam  
Opal  
Lara R 
Lara P 

 Luca, Josh  
Jeanelle  
Luca 
Asher 
Patrick 
Athan 
Gabriel  
Penelope  

Gabriel  
Tyrese  
Elliot  
Jasmine  
 

5 
& 
6 

Alison  
Salena  
Aurelia  
Aisha  
Andre  

Chantel  
Nakita  
Andrew  
Blake  
Louise  
Alicia  
Luke  
Marcellus  
Zahli  
Isabella  
 

Xavier  
Abbey  
Rocco  

Sonia  
Elijah  
Ronan  
Giulia  
Isabella  
Madeleine  
Ruby  
Camille  
 

Leila  
Andrew  
Isaac  
 
Joshua  
Marlee  
 

Students may receive awards for any one of our four PBL behaviour expectations or for showing any of our ‘You Can Do It’ 
values. 
 
Due to previous assembly being cancelled, two groups of students are congratulated in the list above. 
Photo on the following page. 



POSITIVE BEHAVIOUR - AWARD RECEIPIENTS Term 2 – Weeks 1 to 4 
 
 

    
 

YEAR 6 SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION 
AT ST. PATRICK’S CATHEDRAL  

19 May 2019



GENERAL NOTICES – SCHOOL   

Disclaimer: Our Lady of the Pines provides advertisements within this newsletter as a service to the school community. 

Our Lady of the Pines is not responsible for, and expressly disclaims all liability for damages of any kind arising out of 

use, reference to, or reliance on any information contained in the newsletter.  While the information contained in this 

document is periodically updated, no guarantee is given that the information provided is correct, complete, and up to 

date. 
 

Weekly Newsletter 

Our school newsletter is sent to parents via email 
and Flexibuzz on Tuesday of each week.  Our 
newsletter is also available via email to any other 
interested person or group.  Please email  
newsletter@olopdonvale.catholic.edu.au to 
request a weekly copy or to UNSUBSCRIBE. 
Deadline for newsletter articles is 1:00pm Monday. 
 

 

SCHOOL UNIFORM SHOP 
 – (New uniform items)   Our school uniform shop is 
opened twice each week:  
TUESDAY MORNINGS: 8:30 to 9:30am and  
THURSDAY AFTERNOONS3:00 to 4:00pm 
 

Contact:  Vera Scala 0400 896 390 
 

 

SECOND HAND UNIFORM SHOP 
The second-hand uniform shop is located in the 
Grade 1 community area.  
Opening hours: 
 

Tuesdays 8.45 am – 9.30 am 
Thursdays 3:00 pm – 3:45 pm 
 
Cash or cheques only.  Cheques are payable to Our 
Lady of the Pines P&F.  
Donations of second hand items in good condition 
are always needed, however if they could be 
laundered before being sent to school, it would be 
very much appreciated. 
For further information please call. 
 

NATASHA LIMNEOS  on 0423 158 068 
 

Parking  

 
 

 

 

STUDENT ABSENCES 
 

All families are reminded that student absences are 
to be reported on our Flexibuzz app, before 9:30am 
on the day of absence please. 

 

 

THANK YOU  
 

The students really enjoyed 
the POP UP Hot Chips Stall 
last Friday. 
 
Thank you to Maria Karipis 
again for organising our POP UP Stalls and to 
the band of helpers: 
Natalie Bonello, Sue Murtic,  
Marianne Farchione, Maz Markulija,  
Anthea Tsiadis, Marina Mandoulidis –  

 

 
 

 
Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund 
 
(For full details please visit 
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/P
ages/csef.aspx) 
 
The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) 
provides payments for eligible students to attend 
activities like, school camps or trips, swimming, or 
sport programs, outdoor education programs, 
excursions and incursions 
 
Applications for 2019 are now open and will 

close on 28 June 2019  

(end of term 2) 
 

mailto:newsletter@olopdonvale.catholic.edu.au
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/Pages/csef.aspx
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/Pages/csef.aspx


 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our parish is a collection point for the Nappy Collective 
this May, and we need your nappies ! 
 
The Nappy Collective gathers thousands of donated  
nappies, sorts them and distributes them to families in 
need through more than two hundred organisations 
across Australia.  There is a box set up in the church, 
or you can drop them into the school office until Friday, 
10 May (Mother’s Day Mass Day).  We would love it if 
you could bring in any unused, disposable nappies you 
no longer need. 
 
Maybe your child has moved up a nappy size, or has 
figured out toilet training (congratulations!), or you’ve 
got a handful of random nappies in the back of the 
cupboard that you do not know what to do with.  Ask 
your friends with babies/toddlers too.  Every nappy 
counts, 
 
Your nappy may go to help a mum fleeing family 
violence, an asylum seeker or refugee, or a family 
struggling with homelessness, mental illness, drug 
abuse or extreme financial hardship; people who may 
have to choose between buying nappies or buying 
food. 
 
Find out more at 222.thenappycollective.com.  Or 
contact Jean Rive on 040813 111 
 
Please note:  The Nappy collective can only take 
disposable nappies.  If you have other items you’d like 
to donate, such as baby clothes, toys, cloth nappies or 
bottles – please consider donating them to an 
organization such as St Kilda Mums, or your local op 
shop. 
 

  
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

THANK YOU 
 

to Natasha Limneos for volunteering to take 
over the running of the Secondhand Uniform 
shop. 
 

We are also very grateful to Pina 
Booyens for volunteering to 
assist each Thursday.   
 

Wendy Ferri will continue to 
assist when needed. 
 
We acknowledge and thank 
Teresa Rada for the years she 
has co-ordinated the 
Secondhand Uniform shop. 
 

 

ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS 
(fundraising for OLOP)  

The new 2019/2020 Entertainment 
Memberships are available from the school.  C. 

They have extended the Woolworths + 
Cellarmasters Bonus offers.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

WOOLWORTHS 

LEARN & LEARN  

STICKERS 
 

We are registered in the 
Woolworths Earn and Learn program.  We have 
boxes as collection points at both the Pines 
Shopping Centre and Jackson’s Court.  Earn and 
Learn stickers can also be sent to the school 
office. 
The more stickers we collect, the more new 
equipment receive FREE ! 
 

So please , tell all your family and friends to help 
us receive as much as we can for our school 

 
 

 

Available as a 
digital or a 
hardcopy. 
 
Order from: 
copy  

www.entboo
k.com.au/109
v24 



 
Reflection  
 
 


