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Dear Parents, Carers, Staff and Students 
 

 
Principal’s Reflection  
 

‘A true reflection of the success of a community is  
how the marginalized are treated.’ 

Mother Theresa 
 
 

Below is a link from a blog by a teacher designed for parents to reflect on the 
mission of what schools provide for all students.  I have shared this in the past 
and we share it again with the intention that it provides a timely reminder of what 
our school is about. The full version can be found at: 
http://missnightmutters.com/2014/11/dear-parent-about-that-kid.html 
 
While it goes without saying that we need to ensure school is a safe environment 
for the learning of all, it cannot be assumed that we all bring the same 
experiences to school.  On occasions this requires explicit teaching of skills for 
students and ongoing support for families.  It also cannot be assumed that 
changes in behaviour are immediate.  Changes may be minimal at first, but with 
persistence and targeted intervention change does occur.  However, this may 
not appear obvious to the outsider. 

 
This article serves as a timely reminder of the mission and hope that a Catholic 
school provides.  While over the years our school may have changed in 
appearance, our founding ethos has not.  Our challenge lies in shifting what are 
good intentions to great results, building a community of compassion and 
tolerance to all along the way.  We hope that it shifts a mindset from a polite 
tolerance of others until it affects them, to an empathetic understanding of hope 
for all in the community. 

 
Cold and Flu Season 
We are experiencing one of the tougher cold and flu seasons in recent years with 
a number of students and staff unwell.  We remind all students to remain vigilant 
with the washing of their hands and general hygiene practices.  We also remind 
families to please notify the school, via the Flexibuzz app before 9:30am, if their 
child is away from school.  We also ask that parents err on the side of caution 
when sending children to school.  We have a number of staff who have been and 
are sick at the moment.  Classes are generally covered by casual relief teachers 
who know the children.  During these times when we have casual relief teachers, 
the teachers who are sick provide up to date work programs for relieving 
teachers to follow.  This makes sure that classes are not disrupted with regards 
to their learning. 

  

      FORTHCOMING      

     ACTIVITIES 
 

 

Friday 06 September 

Whole School  
Eucharist Mass 

 

Saturday  

07 Septembr 

RECONCILIATION 
Commitment Mass 

 

Monday 09 

September 

ITALIAN EXPO 
 

PUPIL FREE DAY 

Tuesday 17 

September 

 
 

 
OUR LADY OF THE 

PINES PARISH 

Parish Priest  

Fr Jerald 

  MASS TIMES 

 Saturday Vigil 

Mass 5:00 pm 

 Sunday morning 

9:30 am 

All welcome 
 

 
SCHOOL BANKING 

Wednesday 

Week 8 - Term 3 

  03 September  2019  

http://missnightmutters.com/2014/11/dear-parent-about-that-kid.html


 

 

Father’s Day 
A big thank you to all dads who attended our 
Father’s Day celebrations last Friday.  This was a 
wonderful celebration with all dad’s etc. sharing a 
sausage bbq breakfast, coffee and some time with 
their children experiencing school life.  Also a big 
thank you to all our staff who prepared and 
organised such a wonderful community event. 
 
Curriculum Initiatives 2019 –  
 Dr Lyn Sharratt work - Thursday 5 September 
On Thursday, 5 September, Rochelle Buckley 
(Deputy Principal), Judy Paul (Junior Numeracy 
Leader) and Danielle Saulsman (Senior Numeracy 
Leader), will be attending a professional 
development day lead by world renowned 
educational expert Dr Lyn Sharratt.  This is the 
second year and the second stage of our 
curriculum initiative in which our school is involved. 
 
'Creating a Culture of Innovation' 
Following on from last year, we have been working 
on a number of major initiatives aimed at improving 
student outcomes through improved teacher 
pedagogy, teamwork and data analysis.  Simply 
put, we have been reflecting on our current 
teaching practices to see how effective we are in 
the classroom. Running alongside this we have 
implemented structures and processes that 
support students and teachers in their learning.  We 
are creating collaborative experiences, whereby, 
the role of the teacher shifts to activator and 
evaluator of learning (Hattie, 2012) and the agent 
of change' (Lyn Sharratt).  
 
Initiative - The Learning Collaborative Eastern 
Region 
Our school has been fortunate to be working 
alongside nineteen other schools in our region, 
working as a learning collaborative as well as 
working closely with Dr Lyn Sharratt, a professor at 
the Ontario Institute for Studies in Education, 
Toronto. Lyn has been engaged by the Catholic 
Education Office to work with principals and school 
leaders in leading change and innovation in 
teaching practices which make a difference to 
learning. Lyn's work is based on the research 
evidence gathered from her work with many 
schools in Canada and across the globe.  The 
project spans two years (2018 and 2019) during 
which we have been analysing our  current data, 
planning explicit learning cycles to target specific 
children's needs, tracking learning and adjust 
teaching practices to improve learning outcomes. 
This work is for all children, at all stages of their 
learning. 
 
Assembly Monday 9 September 
Next Monday will be the last whole school 
assembly for this term.   
 

 

IMPORTANT DATES - 
 

Pupil Free Day -   Tuesday 17 September 
We will be holding our second pupil free day for 
2019 on Tuesday 17 September. 
 

Final Day of Term Three - Friday 20 September 
Our final day of Term 3 is Friday, 20 September and 
students will be dismissed at 1.00pm. 
 

First Day of Term Four -  Monday 7 October. 
 

 
OLOP Observer 
The following is a revised timetable of this terms 
OLOP Observer: 

Week 8 Thursday 6 September 
  Religion and Digital Technologies 
Week 9 Thursday 13 September  
  Professional levels 

 
Whole School First Eucharist Celebration 
Mass -  Friday 6 September 
This Friday, at 9.00am, the school will celebrate our 
First Eucharist students with a whole school 
celebration Mass.  All parents are invited and 
welcome to attend. 
 
Year 3 Reconciliation Commitment Mass - 
 Saturday 7 September 
A reminder to all our Year 3 Reconciliation students 
and families that our Commitment Mass for 
Reconciliation is on Saturday, 7 September, as part 
of our Parish Mass at 5.00pm. 
 
Soiree -  Wednesday 11 September 
I would like to extend an invitation to all parents to 
come along to our Soiree next Wednesday, 11 
September at 7.00pm at the OLOP Parish Centre 
(church).  The Soiree is performances from our 
choir members.  All choir members will need to be 
at the meeting place by 6.45pm and they need to 
bring a water bottle along please.  Further 
information was in the newsletter last week as well 
as this weeks.  Thank you to all members as well 
as Anne Jenkins and Linda Barker, who lead and 
guide our members of our choir throughout the 
year. 
 
Disco -  Friday 13 September 
The Children’s Disco 
information and booking form 
was sent out last week.  The 
bookings need to be returned 
by this Friday, 6 September 
please.  
 

The Disco information is repeated near the end of 
this newsletter.  Please support this event for the 
children. 
 

 



 
 
Principal Conference 2019 
During the last week of Term Three and during the 
school holidays, I will be heading on a Principal 
Conference with twenty other Principals from our 
Eastern Principal Network group.  We will be 
heading to various parts of Israel and Jordan as 
part of our faith development and Religious 
Education enrichment as we travel to the Holy 
Lands.  We have been working on the theology and 
studies over the latter part of last 2018 and into this 
year.  During my time away, Mrs Rochelle Buckley, 
our Deputy Principal, will be acting Principal.  
 

 
 
Enrolment 2020 

If you have a child who will be entering Foundation 
(Prep) in 2020, or know of anyone within the 
community who are thinking of sending their child 
to Our Lady of the Pines Catholic Primary School, 
we are still taking enrolments for 2020.  Parents of 
new students can organise with Noreen in Admin 
for myself to take them on a tour of the school and 
discuss all aspects of Our Lady of the Pines 
Catholic Primary School.  Parents can collect 
application forms from the school office.  If these 
could be filled in and returned to school as soon as 
possible it would be greatly appreciated. 

I wish everyone an enjoyable week and God Bless. 
 

Brendan Keeling  -  Principal  
“We are Community” 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 
   

SPORTS REPORT 
On 21 August, we had our Junior Hoop Time teams 
play their round robin competition at Mullum 
Mullum Stadium.  It was a very competitive 
competition and all students played great in their 
teams.  We had the Future Stars team miss out on 
the finals by 1 point, the All Star Boys lost their 
Grand Final and the All Star Girls won their Grand 
Final.  Congratulations to the Junior All Star Girls 
who will be progressing into the Regional Finals at 
a later date in the year.  
 
On 22 August, we held our whole school Athletics 
Carnival, it started off very cold but all the students 
were excited and ready to go!  The sun came out 
for us half way through the day and it gave us the 
best weather for our hurdles, 50m sprints and 100m 
sprints!  All students were earning house points 
when competing in their events, with Teresa 
House coming out on top with the most house 
points and winning the Athletics Carnival. 
 

Congratulations to those students who will be 
progressing through to the Templestowe District 
Athletics Carnival on Thursday, 12 September, at 
Doncaster Athletics Track (the same place OLOP 
carnival was held).  
 
On Monday, 2 September, we had our Senior Hoop  
Time teams play their round robin competition at 
Mullum Mullum Stadium.  All the students were 
hyped and ready to get the day started as soon as 
we arrived!  All three teams were undefeated 
across the day and all three teams progressed into 
their Grand Finals.  The Future Stars lost by 1 point, 
the All Star Boys won by 10 points, and the All Star 
Girls winning by 4 points. Congratulations to the 
Senior All Star Boys and Girls teams who will be 
progressing into the Regional Finals and the Future 
Stars are waiting to see if their wild card into the 
regional finals will be approved due to losing their 
Grand Final by 1 point 
 
Danielle Cuthbertson, P.E. & Sports Teacher 
 

  

  



 

 

Term 3 – 2019 – CALENDAR    

Please check regularly amendments 

Friday Sept 06  Whole School Mass – (Eucharist) 

Saturday SEPT 07  RECONCILIATION COMMITMENT MASS .. 5:00pm 

Monday Sept 09  Italian Expo 

Wednesday Sept 11  SOIREE – OLOP Choir  … 7:00pm 

Friday Sept  13  CHILDREN’S DISCO   

Monday Sept 16  ITALIAN DAY 

Tuesday Sept 17  SCHOOL CLOSURE – PUPIL FREE DAY 

Thursday Sept 19  Photos – Sport Teams, Graduation, Whole School 

Friday Sept 20  FOOTY COLOURS DAY 

FRIDAY Sept 20  END OF TERM 3 – Students dismissed at 1:00pm 

Term 4 – 2019 – CALENDAR  

Monday Oct 07  Term 4 BEGINS 

Monday Oct  07  Foundation & Junior Swimming Program begins 

Wednesday Oct 16  Reconciliation - Parent Child Evening 

Monday Oct 21  Swimming begins – Middle and Senior Students 

Wednesday Oct 23  SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION – Year 3 

Monday Nov 04  STAFF P.D. -  Student Free Day 

Tuesday Nov 05  PUBLIC HOLIDAY – Melbourne Cup Day 

Wednesday Nov 06  Foundation 2020 – Orientation Day 1 

Friday Nov 08  Reconciliation and Remembrance Day Mass 

Wednesday Nov 13  Foundation 2020 – Orientation Day 2 

Wednesday Nov 20  Foundation 2020 - Parent Information Evening 

Thursday Nov 22  YEAR 4 – CAMP 

Wednesday Nov 27   FOUNDATION 2020 – Orientation Day 3 

Friday Nov 29  Sion students 2020 - Orientation Day  

Thursday Dec 05  Carols Night 

Friday Dec 06  Staff PD – level planning – Student Free Day 

Wednesday Dec 11  Whole School End of Year Mass 

 Parent Helpers Morning Tea 

Thursday Dec 12  Year 6 Graduation Mass and Dinner 

Friday Dec 13  Reports go home 

Monday Dec 16  End of Year Assembly 

Wednesday Dec 18  STAFF END OF YEAR MASS 

Term 1 – 2020 

THURSDAY Jan 30  2020 SCHOOLYEAR BEGINS (all students) 
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MINI VINNIES TEAM 

 
Last Friday, we delivered your 
donated items to St Vincent de 
Paul Op Shop in Ringwood.  
We want to thank the OLOP 
community again, for your generosity.  
A special thank you to Vanessa White who 
helped to deliver the items. 
Luke, Irene and Louise 
Mini Vinnies Social Justice Team 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Italian 

Day  
Monday 16 

September 
Get ready for lots of 
fun to celebrate all things Italian and to 
recognise the language taught at our school.  
Involving a Parade, Italian incursion, pizza 
lunch and gelati and many activities.  More 
information to follow. 
 
 

ITALIAN EXPO 
 

The students in Years 5/6 have been researching 
an Italian city. 
 

Next Monday, 9 September at 2.20pm, in their 
classrooms, the students will present their research 
at the Italian Expo. 
 
All parents and friends are invited to attend to quiz 
the students on their research. 
 
Grazie, Maria Teasdale, Italian L.O.T.E. Teacher  

 

 
CHOIR NEWS 

Annual OLOP  

School Choir Soiree 
 

Wednesday 11 September, 2019 

Commencement Time:  7pm 

Venue: OLOP Parish Centre 
 

SCHOOL CHOIR TEAM NEWS 
Another Opening, Another Show .-. Yes the annual 
OLOP School Choir Soiree is almost upon us. The 
Team is working hard to present a programme of 
classic favourites, music theatre and fun songs for 
voice and tuned percussion. 
(Choir Team members should arrive by 6.45pm for 
marking off, warm-ups and prop organization) 
Venue:  OLOP Parish Centre 
 

Every Rehearsal is now vital as we put on the 
finishing touches, and all students are asked to 
attend the usual rehearsal times of Monday and 
Tuesday (both after the second lunch bell) and 
Friday 8am start. 
 

Another Opening, Another Show, from Donvale, 
Dargo and Dorrigo 
A chance for stage folks to say hello, Another 
Opening of Another Show (by Cole Porter) 
 

Yours in music…Anne Jenkins and Linda 
Barker 
 

 

 
OUR LADY OF THE PINES 

CHILDREN’S DISCO 

FRIDAY 13 SEPTEMBER 

 

The booking sheet for the Children’s Disco was 
sent out with all students on Monday (on pink 
paper).  Please read the flyer carefully as the 
parents have gone to great detail to ensure this 
evening runs smoothly and is an enjoyable evening 
for the students. 
Sessions: 
Junior – Session 1   Foundation – Year 3   

6:00pm – 7:40pm 
Senior – Session 2  Year 4 – Year 6 

6:30pm – 8:00pm 
 

We please ask that families adhere to the times 
allocated to assist with the start and finish of each 
session. 
A reminder that the disco is for OLOP students 
and younger siblings only. 
 



FATHER’S DAY AT O.L.O.P. 

 

 

 

 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

TechOLOPy 
 

On 27 August, the TechOLOPy team were lucky 
enough to visit to Google Headquarters in Sydney. 
 

The team of students, together with Mr Keeling and 
Mrs Holman arrived at school at 5.30am to catch a 
maxi-cab to the airport.  Although everyone was very 
tired, we were still extremely excited and just couldn’t 
wait to get to Sydney. The flight was over before we 
knew it and very soon we had arrived in Sydney.  We 
were very lucky as we had just missed a massive 
rainstorm and the rest of the day looked to be sunny 
and clear.  
 

Google was incredible, filled with new surprises 
everywhere we went.  We were given an extensive 
tour of two of the Google buildings, and had an 
immeasurable amount of fun.  Working at Google is 
unlike any other job.  You can take a cooking class 
during your work day, enjoy a massage if you’re having 
back pain, take a much needed nap if you’re feeling 
exhausted, play with LEGO (because why not?) and 
so much more.  Everyone was so lovely and 
welcoming, and filled with so many creative ideas.  
 

Throughout our tour, three innovative people, Suan, 
Georgia and Feifei showed us around and spoke to us 
about the future of technology.  They each had a 
different role to play at Google and we will never forget 
their kindness. 
 

After we devoured a delicious lunch at Google, and a 
few icy-poles, it was time to say goodbye. We thanked 
everyone for helping and teaching us about the world 
of technology and headed to explore some of Sydney. 
We were given Opal cards to board a ferry across 
Sydney Harbour.  The ferry ride was amazing, 
especially since we were able to go under the Sydney 
Harbour bridge. 

 
Next stop was the Sydney Opera House, we all 
raced to the top of the Opera House stairs and 
back, took a few photos and then went to buy 
souvenirs.  After an awesome day it was time to go 
home. 

 

This was such a phenomenal experience and one 
that no-one will ever forget.  We thank Suan, Ms Tser 
Lin Heatherton, Mrs Holman and Mr Keeling for 
giving us this wondrous opportunity.  
 

Misha Du Toit & Jacob Reginato



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*** Ticket Sales due this FRIDAY 6 SEPT *** 
(a week before the event) 

 
 

It looks like nearly all of the school is going – so don’t miss out. 
 

Additional entry/booking forms are available from the school office.  
 

Only $15 for an all-inclusive package ticket or $10 entry only with 
food, drinks, popcorn, glow products and photobooth available for sale 

on the night. 
 

This is going to be the ‘biggest’ disco party OLOP has ever had with ‘kids 
specialists’ professional DJ – Kids Disco Parties in charge of the music and 

dancing. 
 

Any questions, contact Adrian Ferris – 0488 777 888. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Happy birthday to:  

 

John, 
Mila, 

Dakota, 
Elly, 

Audrey, 
Kai, 

Emily, 
Emmanuel, 

Sonny, 
Sam, 

Peter S, 
Athan, 

Peter B, 
                   Sarah, 

Chloe, 
Allegra, 
Elijah, 
Finn,  

Jeanelle. 
  

  



Our Lady of the Pines invites you to the annual 

SPORTS NIGHT 

With an excellent guest line up 
 



GENERAL NOTICES – SCHOOL   

Disclaimer: Our Lady of the Pines provides advertisements within this newsletter as a service to the school 

community. 

Our Lady of the Pines is not responsible for, and expressly disclaims all liability for damages of any kind arising out 

of use, reference to, or reliance on any information contained in the newsletter.  While the information contained in 

this document is periodically updated, no guarantee is given that the information provided is correct, complete, and 

up to date.

Weekly Newsletter 

Our school newsletter is sent to parents via email 
and Flexibuzz on Tuesday of each week.  Our 
newsletter is also available via email to any other 
interested person or group.  Please email  
newsletter@olopdonvale.catholic.edu.au to 
request a weekly copy or to UNSUBSCRIBE. 
Deadline for newsletter articles is 1:00pm 
Monday. 
 
 

 
SCHOOL UNIFORM SHOP 
 – (New uniform items)   Our school uniform shop 
is opened twice each week:  
 
TUESDAY MORNINGS: 8:30 to 9:30am and  
THURSDAY AFTERNOONS 3:00 to 4:00pm 
 

Contact:  Vera Scala 0400 896 390 
 
 

 
 

 
SECOND HAND UNIFORM SHOP 
 
The second-hand uniform shop is located in the 
Grade 1 community area.  
 
Opening hours: 

Tuesdays 8.45 am – 9.30 am   (Natasha) 
Thursdays 3:00 pm – 3:45 pm  

(Ina & Marita) 
 

Cash or cheques only.  Cheques are payable to 
Our Lady of the Pines P&F.  
 
Donations of second hand items in good condition 
are always needed, however if they could be 
laundered before being sent to school, it would be 
very much appreciated. 
For further information please call. 
 
NATASHA LIMNEOS on 0423 158 068 
 

 

STUDENT 

ABSENCES 
 

Please note that it is very important, and a legal 
requirement, that all student absences are to be 
reported on our Flexibuzz app, before 9:30am on 
the day of absence. 

 

Slamin Tennis  
TENNIS COACHES AUSTRALIA - VICTORIA 
(TACV) - Club Coach of the year 2019: 
The TCAV George Gilmour 
Club Coach of the year for 
2019 was awarded Sunday 
August 25th to Vicky Lee at 
a lovely ceremony at Royal 
South Yarra Tennis Club by 
TCAV President Julie 
Fidler. “I am beyond 
thrilled to have received 
such an award, and be 
recognised alongside 
some of the Legends of 
the game, I really am 
moved by this award.” - Vicky Lee 
 

Vicky Lee - Founder & Director 

M: 0403 129 648  -W: www.slamin.com.au  

FOLLOW US On social media 

 

 

ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS  
 

LAST CHANCE  
Thank you to the 
families and 
friends who 
supported this 
fundraiser.  We 
will cease selling 
books as of 
Thursday this 5 
September.  They 
may be 
purchased directly 
through 
Entertainment 
Books. 

 

mailto:newsletter@olopdonvale.catholic.edu.au
http://www.slamin.com.au/


  

 
Reflection:   

 

Prayer for 

Emergency Carers 
 

Almighty God 

We pray to you to 

Watch over our dear emergency carers 

And protect them with your love. 

 

Please guide them as they keep us 

Safe both day and night 

And hold them firmly in your care 

Should danger come their way. 

 

Give them true stren gth and courage 

As they serve til duty’s end 

And one more thing to ask dear Lord,  

Protect their families and their f riends. 

 

  


