
 

77 Carbine Street  Donvale  Vic  3111 

Phone: (03) 9842 2991     Fax (03) 9841 8091 

Email: newsletter@olopdonvale.catholic.edu.au  

 
Dear Parents, Carers, Staff and Students 
 

Helping out and involvement at OLOP 

As a community it is important that we are all working together to provide an 
environment that is open, academic, engaging, pastoral and community orientated.  
Over the past 18 months we have been working hard as a school community to bring 
about gradual cultural change in regards to behaviour, learning, relationship building, 
community orientation, communication, education building blocks, aspiring high, 
innovative change and shared accountability of education at OLOP.  As we are told 
“Rome wasn’t built in a day”, and change will take time.  
 
To enable us to continue our gradual cultural change, it is important we have parent 
involvement in various aspects of school in the right circumstances.  This is an 
opportunity for me to invite the parent community to re-engage with our Parents and 
Friends Association.  This year we have been unable to have a committee to run this 
fundraising and social arm of the school in certain areas.  We have had a number of 
activities and fundraising opportunities offered at OLOP in 2018 and we are in great 
need for more parent involvement in this group and volunteering in the organisation 
of these events and activities.  Please think about your availability to support our 
Parents and Friends or other opportunities here at OLOP in 2019 and beyond.  We 
may look at innovative ways to keep our major fundraising activities running in the 
years to come depending on parent involvement. 
 
With our ‘Coming Together’ Community Fair only six weeks away, we really 
encourage that you keep Thursday, 29 November, available for you, your children, 
family members and friends to come along and support this important fundraising 
opportunity for OLOP.  It is one day that the school community asks for you to put 
OLOP first on your calendar.  This is through attendance and support of this event.  
There are certainly other opportunities to do this as well, throughout the school year. 
 
We have recently had issues gaining support for the executive committee members 
of the OLOP Basketball Club.  This seems a common trend with associations across 
various schools, but I ask our school community to see if they can help out in certain 
ways to keep our OLOP community moving forward in our gradual cultural change. 
 
 

  

FORTHCOMING 

ACTIVITIES 

 

 

THIS WEEK - 

Swimming –Middle and 
Senior School 

 
MONDAY 5 November &  
TUESDAY 6 November – 

student free days 
 
 
 

 

TERM 4 
Each Wednesday 

ICY POLES sold at lunch 
time. 

 

 

SCHOOL BANKING  

Each Wednesday 

 

 

 

  Week 3 - Term 4 

  23 October 2018  



 

Congratulations 

We would like to congratulate Mrs De Fazio and her 
husband, Laurence, on the arrival of their third child, 
Perry, who was born on Friday.  Mum, son and 
family are doing very well and leaving hospital today.  
 

Art Show –  
OLOP ‘Coming Together’ Community Fair 

 Thursday 29 November 
It is exciting that during our OLOP ‘Coming Together’ 
Community Fair, we will be including an Art Show.  
Mrs Kolokotronis and all students during the school 
year, have been working on various pieces of 
artwork.  During the Community Fair we will present 
between three to five pieces of artwork from each 
student.  This is a great opportunity for all parents to 
come with their children and see the wonderful 
pieces of work that the students have been creating 
on throughout 2018. 
 
Regional Athletics Carnival  
Congratulations to the students who competed at 
the Regional Athletics Carnival last week.  Well done 
to Archer Condie who finished fourth in the long 
jump.  We also congratulate Hridyan Singh who 
came 4th in Shot Put and Irene Liddle came 6th in 
1500m, also a wonderful effort. 
 

Following this, Archer competed at the Eastern 
Metropolitan Athletic finals last Thursday and came 
4th in long jump. 
 

Coding Group to St John XXIII 
It was very exciting news that last week we had five 
students, along with Mrs Whittle and Ms Hetherton, 
our ICT Consultant, attend St John XXIII Primary 
School, as part of a coding group.  As a school, we 
were invited to present our learnings so far and to 
teach St John’s the initial set-up of coding and 
‘Scratch’.  Well done to all students and teachers 
involved in what was a fantastic opportunity for our 
school.  A report follows in the newsletter. 
 
Social Media 
A reminder we have launched our Social Media 
with Facebook and Twitter.  Please have a look and 
follow. 
 
Socktober   Monday 29 October 
Next Monday, students may wear coloured or 
‘crazy’ socks to school with their normal school 
uniform, as we continue to raise money for the 
children of Myanmar.  
A gold coin donation is all that is needed.  
 

Uniform 
At OLOP we take pride in our school 
uniform.  Recently there have been some students 
wearing incorrect uniform which is disappointing as 
we continue to work on the pride we take in our 
school with one of those components being the 
school uniform.  This includes appropriate haircuts 
for primary aged students.  If any students, both 
boys and girls, have long hair, this needs to be tied 
back off their face during the school day.  Sports 
uniform requires runners to be worn while normal 
summer uniform requires black school shoes with 
the appropriate navy blue socks.  Hats are to be 
worn each day in Term Four.  If your child has lost 
or does not have a hat, they need to purchase an 
OLOP hat as soon as possible to be able to play on 
the playground in accordance with our school being 
a SunSmart school. 
 
Swimming 
Our Middle and Senior 1 and 2 classes have begun 
swimming this week.  The following are the days for 
each level: 
Week 3  
Middle: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 
Senior 1 and 2:  Monday to Friday 
 

Week 4 
Middle: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday: 
Senior 3 & 4:  Monday to Friday 
 

A reminder for students to wear the appropriate 
uniform during the swimming lesson weeks.  If 
students aren’t able to swim for various medical 
reasons, then they will accompany their classes to 
the pool and complete school work at the pool under 
supervision of their teacher. 
 
StoryTime and Sing-A-Long 
StoryTime and Sing-A-Long with Anne Jenkins and 
Sue Ford is on each Friday.  We invite our parents 
and their pre-schoolers/toddlers, as well as outside 
parents to please come along and join in these 
mornings. 
 
Icy Pole - Selling  
Each Wednesday we have our icy-pole and chips 
being sold by our parents.  If students would like to 
purchase these, they can bring the money for 
Wednesday lunchtimes. 
 
Board Meeting -  Tuesday 23 October 
We have our next board meeting tonight at 7.00pm 
in the staffroom. 
 



 

Reconciliation  Wednesday 24 October 
Next Wednesday, at 7.00pm in the church, we have 
a number of our Year 3 students, and catechist 
children, receiving the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation.  We have these students in our 
prayers and we wish them the best as they receive 
the Sacrament. 
 

Fete Meeting  Thursday 25 October 
With the Community Fair at the end of November, 
the committee and any members of our school 
community are asked to attend a number of 
meetings to finalise the organisation of this important 
fundraiser.  This Thursday, at 7.00pm in the 
P.E.A.C.E. centre there will be a further meeting 
regarding the school Fair.  We ask that as many 
people as possible come along and lend a hand in 
the organisation. 
 

Young Leaders Sustainability Conference - 
Junior Students   Tuesday 30 October 
It is exciting that we have a number of our Year 2 
students involved in the Manningham Schools 
Young Leaders Sustainability Conference next 
Tuesday, at Currawong Bush Park.  This opportunity 
will allow the students to connect with and explore 
sustainability in an open, supportive environment. 
 

School and Melbourne Cup Holiday   
Monday November 5 and Tuesday 6 November 
On these two days, there is no school for students 
as schools have Monday as a mid-term holiday and 
Tuesday is Melbourne Cup holiday. 
 
Brendan Keeling  
Principal  
 

“We are Community” 
 
 
DIARY DATES 
Please regularly check the dates on the calendar.  
Most events listed in the calendar should stay the 
same but on occasions may change and we will let 
you know in advance. 
End of year dates: 
Monday 17 December  

Final School Assembly … 9:00am 
OLOP’s Got Talent 

Tuesday 18 December 
 Year 6 passing out parade – 12:45pm 
 Finish of school year – 1:00pm 
Start 2019 – Thursday 31 January 

 First day of school year – all students 

 

Enrolment 2019 

 
We are still taking enrolments for Foundation in 
2019.  Our new families will begin their transitions 
days in November and a letter will be sent out to 
each family very soon with details. 
 

If you have a child beginning school in 2019 or know 
of anyone still looking for a school, please advise 
them to contact Noreen Forsyth in Administration, to 
arrange a tour with the principal and discuss all 
aspects of the school.  Enrolment forms can be 
obtained from Noreen.  If these could be filled in and 
returned to school as soon as possible, it would be 
greatly appreciated, as we will be organizing classes 
for 2019 shortly. 

 
 
 

 

CONGRATULATIONS 

–  

Mr & Mrs De Fazio 

 
Baby Perry has 
arrived (3075g) on 
Friday, 19 October.  

We are all doing well and 
Perry has a very full head of 
dark hair like his big brothers • 
We are feeling very lucky • 
 
A very special thank you to staff, children and 
parents for all the warm wishes and care along the 
way.  
 

Well done to Ella Kent 
(3099g) and Olivia 
Mandoulidis (3050g) from 
grade 4 for their very careful 
weight predictions.  Also to 
Peter Skoufis, James 
Theohorakos and Josh 
McCann (M5) for their 
perfect predictions of a 
50cm long baby. 
 

We look forward to a school 
visit one day!  

 

 



 

 

Term 4 – 2018 – CALENDAR 

Wednesday Oct 24  Sacrament of Reconciliation 

Monday Oct 29 
 Swimming – Middle School – continues 

 Swimming – Senior School begins 

Tuesday Oct 30  Year 2 students – Sustainability Conference 

Monday Nov 05 
 STAFF PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT DAY –  

Report Writing Day   -  Student Free 

Tuesday Nov 06  MELBOURNE CUP DAY – PUBLIC HOLIDAY 

Wednesday Nov 07  2019 Prep Orientation Day 1 – 9:15 – 10:15am 

Thursday Nov 08  Senior - excursion 

Friday Nov 09  Reconciliation & Remembrance Day Mass – 9:00am 

Wednesday Nov 14  2019 Prep Orientation Day 2 – 9:15 – 10:30am 

Monday Nov 19-20  Year 4 Camp 

Tuesday Nov 20  Year 5 – Leadership Evening – Parent/Child Night .. 7:00pm 

Wednesday Nov 21  2019 Foundation Parents Information Session – 7-8:15pm 

Monday Nov 26  ART SHOW WEEK 

Tuesday Nov 27  Parish Council Meeting 

Wednesday Nov  28  2019 Foundation Orientation Day 3 – 9:15 – 10:30am 

Thursday Nov 29 
 OLOP ‘Coming Together Fair’  

 Sion College Transition Day 

Friday Nov 30  STAFF P.D. DAY – Handover – Pupil Free Day 

Saturday Dec 01  2019 Foundation – Welcome Mass with their buddies  .. 6:00pm 

Wednesday Dec 05  Journey to Bethlehem - Visiting Community Day 

Thursday Dec 06  Journey to Bethlehem - School Community day and evening 

Friday Dec  07 
 Majors & Minors Christmas Concert 

 Middle School excursion to Melbourne city 

Monday Dec 10 
 Year 6 – Excursion – Funfields 

 Tabloid Sports Day – Years 2, 3 & 4 only 

Tuesday Dec 11  Choir visits to Nursing Homes 

Wednesday Dec 12  Whole school End of Year Mass  .. 9:00 am 

Thursday Dec 13  Year 6 Graduation Mass and Dinner 

Friday Dec 14 

 Prep – Orientation Day 4 – 9:15 – 10:45am 

 Reports to Parents 

 New classes 2019 

Monday Dec 17  Final Assembly.. 9:00am 

Tuesday Dec 18  Final day for Students – 2018 – dismissed at 1:00pm 



 

CODE CLUB
 

On Friday, 19 October, I accompanied five students 
from Year 5, Misha, Katia, Maddison, Jacob and 
Zahli from Year 3, to St John XXIII in Thomastown 
to work on coding with 100 Year 3/4 students.  Met 
by Tser Lin, our ICT Consultant, they were all excited 
and nervous to meet the students we would be 
working with!  All five had worked over the holidays 
on preparing coding workshops for the St John 
students to attend.  In all, they ran ten workshops, all 
focused on different skills of coding!  
 
Using Scratch, they taught the students of St John’s 
to create question and answer games, crazy names, 
football themed games, who hid the cookie and even 
creating a robot!  The students ran the sessions from 
start to end, with no help from the teachers!  Not only 
did the students of St John’s learn lots of new skills, 
they were kept engaged with a hands on workshop 
run with confidence and enthusiasm!  
 

The feedback from the teachers at St John XXIII was 
fantastic!  They were so impressed at the way the 
OLOP students conducted their workshops, 
including everyone in the sessions and keeping the 
students busy from start to end!  
We could not be prouder of our students, who 
showed not only their leadership qualities but their 
amazing coding skills, which will be a huge 
advantage in the future!  
 

Well done Misha, Katia, Maddison, Jacob and Zahli! 
You represented OLOP with all our school values 
and we are very proud of you all!!  
 
Mel Whittle

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

Help sock it to poverty 
on CRAZY SOCK DAY 

Bring a GOLD COIN to wear 
the craziest or most colourful 

socks you have! 

 
Dear Parents 

Next Monday 29 October, students 
know they can wear coloured or ‘crazy’ 
socks to school with their normal school 
uniform, as we continue to raise money 
for the children of Myanmar. 
 

A gold coin donation is all that is needed.  
_____________________________________________________ 

SPORT NEWS 
 
On Friday, 12 October, our Junior Future Stars 
competed at their Regional Finals for Hoop Time and 
won three out of four of their games progressing to 
the finals and won. They now proceed through to 
State Hoop Time on 29 November and will finish in 
the top 30 teams in Victoria.  
 
On 16 October, our Senior Basketball teams 
competed in the Templestowe District 
Basketball Tournament, completing against 
our local schools. The girls and boys teams 
had a mixture of results throughout the day 
with the girls finishing 5th and the boys 
finishing equal 3rd.  
 
On 19 October, two volleyball teams played 
in the Templestowe District Volleyball 
tournament held at Milgate Primary School, 
competing against other local schools.  Both 
the girls’ team and boys’ team took the first couple 
of games to come together and work as a team and 
get their shot placements in the court.  Both teams 
finished the day with one win each and they pushed 
some of their opponents to three sets!  Losing those 
matches 1 set to 2 set wins. 
 

 
Up and coming dates  
 

23 October: Junior All Star Regional Finals - boys 
and girls teams  
 

26 October: Senior Future Stars Regional Finals  



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy birthday to: 

 Front Row:   Mila, Elly, Scarlett, Isabella, Eden, Tanalee, Hilary, Grace,  
    Vincent, Emmanuel, Patrick, Xavier, Evie, John 
 

Middle:   Ryan, Ricco, Bodhi, Alessia, Avneesh, Lara, Lachlan,  
   Alicia, Mia, Zac, Luca, Trent, Makita 
 

Not in photo:  Elijah, Olivia, Giulia, Victoria, Peter, Daniel, Joven,  
Sienna, Sarah, Noah, Lisa-Marie



 

GENERAL NOTICES – SCHOOL 
 

   

Disclaimer: Our Lady of the Pines provides advertisements within this newsletter as a service to the school community. 

Our Lady of the Pines is not responsible for, and expressly disclaims all liability for damages of any kind arising out of use, 

reference to, or reliance on any information contained in the newsletter.  While the information contained in this document 

is periodically updated, no guarantee is given that the information provided is correct, complete, and up to date. 
 

Weekly Newsletter 
Our school newsletter is sent to parents via email and 
Flexibuzz on Tuesday of each week.  Our newsletter is also 
available via email to any other interested person or group.  
Please email  newsletter@olopdonvale.catholic.edu.au to 
request a weekly copy or to UNSUBSCRIBE. 

Deadline for newsletter articles is 1:00pm Monday. 
 

 

 

SCHOOL UNIFORM SHOP 
 – (New uniform items) 
Our school uniform shop is open twice each week:  
 
TUESDAY MORNINGS: 8:30 to 9:30am and  
 
THURSDAY AFTERNOONS  3:00 to 4:00pm 
 

Contact:  Vera Scala 0400 896 390 
 
 

 

SECOND HAND UNIFORM SHOP 
The second-hand uniform shop is located in the 
Grade 1 community area.  
 
Opening hours :  

Tuesdays 8.45 am – 9.30 am 

Thursdays 3:00 pm – 3:45 pm 
 

Cash or cheques only.  Cheques are payable to Our 
Lady of the Pines P&F.  
 
Donations of second hand items in good condition 
are always needed, however if they could be 
laundered before being sent to school, it would be 
very much appreciated. 
 
For further information please call: 
TEREZA RADA  
Mobile: 0428 501 010 
 
 

 

OLOP COMING TOGETHER 

COMMUNITY FAIR 

The following are meeting dates in preparation 

for our Community Fair.  We would appreciate 

as much assistance/ideas/support, from our 

school community as possible.  If you are able 

to attend one or two of these meetings, it would 

be appreciated.    

Thursday 25 October 

Thursday 1 November 

Wednesday 7 November 

Tuesday 13 November 

Tuesday 20 November 

Financial wrap up Tuesday 11 December 
 

HEAD LICE   
(Please check regularly) 
More information is available from: 
https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/health/conditionsa
ndtreatments/head-lice-nits 

School Banking  
 

School Banking  Day  

Don’t forget  

Wednesday is  

School Banking day and students should bring in 

their weekly deposit.  

Remember our school earns 5% commission on 

every deposit made (to a maximum of $10 per 

individual deposit).   

Thank you for supporting the School Banking 

program at OLOP. 

Thank you to our band of mothers who 

coordinate the banking each week. 

mailto:newsletter@olopdonvale.catholic.edu.au
https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/health/conditionsandtreatments/head-lice-nits
https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/health/conditionsandtreatments/head-lice-nits


 

Father Child Weekend 

A scooter was left behind at the weekend and 

handed in to the school.  If you have lost it, please 

call into the school office. 

 

THANK YOU 

We thank the families who participated in the 

recent random surveys:  The winners of the 

vouchers are: 

Helen Dimotakis Bianca Intagliata 

Elise Calavetta Karen Scott 

Wendy Ferri   Nadia Parente 

Please see Noreen Forsyth to collect your 

prize. 

. 
 

Dear Parents 
We are still in need  
of volunteers to be  
CLASS PARENT REPRESENTATIVES. 
The following classes, which is most of our 
classes, do not have reps assigned to them; 
 

F1 - Kate Athanas, Andrea Theoherakos 

F2 - Maryanne Farchione, Deb Cooke 

J1 - Andrea Zucco, Anthena Foudoulis 

J2 - Athena Tsiadis 

J3 - Mel Thompson 

J4 – Melissa Hall  

M1 –  

M2 -   
M3 - Annie Hadiyanto  & Gillian Borovnica 

M4 – Alicia Wason 

M5 - Leah McNamara & Andrea  Theoharakis 

S1 - Fiona Palumbo 

S2 - Sue Murtic 

S3 - Liz Garlick 

S4 - Aneke Du-Toit  
 

If you can spare a little time to arrange the 
occasional get together (e.g. coffee in the 
staffroom), please contact Noreen Forsyth. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

and 

 

 

 

 

with Ms Anne & Ms Sue 

Fridays at 9:10am 

 

All preschool children are invited  

to come along every Friday morning. 

 
 

 
 

 
Slamin Tennis  

Slamin Tennis Player of the week:  
 
James Theoharakos - Congratulations on playing 
your first Eastern Region Club representative 
match! Fantastic job! 
OLOP FREE Tennis lesson trials available! 
 
TERM 4 2018 - booking links: 
1) Term 4 enrolling students: 
https://www.trybooking.com/330995 
 
2) Term 4 Matchplay /  Competition: 
https://www.trybooking.com/418517 
 
TERM 1 2019 - booking links: 
https://www.trybooking.com/388534  
   *** Rain / extreme heat cancellation status*** 
https://slamintennisandfitness.teamapp.com 

 
Vicky Lee - Founder & Director 
M: 0403 129 648 
W: www.slamin.com 
 
 

https://www.trybooking.com/330995
https://www.trybooking.com/418517
https://www.trybooking.com/388534
https://slamintennisandfitness.teamapp.com/
http://www.slamin.com/


 

 
 

Reflection:   Dear Lord, Thank you for the gift of community. 


