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‘It takes a whole village to raise a child’ 
African Proverb 

 

Principal’s Reflection 
The traditional African proverb, ‘It takes a whole village to raise a child,’ has been 
widely quoted when examining the partnerships required to raise healthy, happy 
and well-adjusted young people who can function independently within 
society.  Such partnerships start with their families and extended families.  Once 
a child reaches school age the school community becomes part of this 
partnership.  As children get older, it is sporting groups, their own friends, parents 
and people they work with that help build on and influence their choices and 
behaviours. 
 
One of the challenges we face in a school community is to maintain a strong 
partnership with families.  We by no means believe we are perfect with this, but 
we continue to strive to communicate effectively with parents, to embed a healthy 
and productive partnership so that all our students are set up for success.  To 
ensure that this happens, we need parents to communicate effectively with us so 
that we are informed.  In speaking around this form of communication it can be 
seen as a covenant.  It cannot be viewed as a contract, where money is handed 
over for an outcome to be achieved, but it needs to be a genuine partnership where 
all stakeholders come together for the benefit of the child. 
 
We encourage families to continue to let us know if there are any questions, 
queries or concerns as they occur in order to build this partnership. Conversations 
with key stakeholders is the best way for this to happen where clarifications can 
be made and shared understanding reached.  We hope to continue to strengthen 
this covenant next Monday, 12 February, at our Meet ‘n’ Greet conversations with 
parents, teachers and students. 

 
Dear Parents, Carers, Staff and Students  
 

Welcome 
It was fantastic to see the enthusiasm and general excitement that all had at the 
beginning of the school year last week.  I am looking forward to a very productive, 
inclusive and progressive 2018 school year. 
 

I would like to take the opportunity to welcome all new parents and students to 
the 2018 school year as well as all existing parents and students.  It is with 
excitement that we welcome our 38 new Foundation students who started their 
journey here at Our Lady of the Pines last Thursday. 
 

Also I welcome new students to our school this year:  Ian Theuma (Junior), 
Jeanette Mendonca (Junior), Laura Holding (Middle), Peter Skoufis (Middle), 
Cassie Lovesz (Middle), Sophie Lovesz (Senior) and Charlotte Holding 
(Senior). 

Week 1 -  Term 1   

 6 February 2018  

    

 

FORTHCOMING ACTIVITIES 

 

 

Wednesday - 7 February 
Bookings open for Parent/Teacher 
Meet ‘n’ Greet 
 
 
Sunday - 11 February  
Staff Commissioning Mass 
 
 
Monday - 12 February 
Parent/Teacher, ‘Meet and Greet’ 

STUDENTS DISMISSED at 1:00pm 

 
 
Tuesday - 13 February 
SHROVE TUESDAY 
OLOP Fete Meeting 

 

 

Wednesday 14 February 
ASH WEDNESDAY  
& BEGINNING SCHOOL  
YEAR MASS 

 

 

Sunday 18 February 
Foundation Families & Parish  
Welcoming Mass and BBQ  

 



I am looking forward to meeting and building a rapport with 
parents as the year progresses, and I am excited about the 
learning and enriching activities as well as the faith journey 
of all our students, led by our dedicated and enthusiastic 
staff who have many wonderful and varied activities 
planned for 2018. 
 

I would like to welcome our staff back for the 2018 year. All 
parents would have received a letter during the holidays 
indicating our staff and their roles for the 2018 school year.  
Also students would have received a welcome letter in the 
latter half of their holidays from their 2018 teachers.  We 
especially welcome Miss Jacinta Mylonas (Junior 
Teacher), Miss Sarah Ciurleo (Middle Teacher), Mr Matt 
Green (Senior Teacher) and Mr Michael Zerbi (Performing 
Arts). 
 
Fr Jerald Cecil Mariadas welcome 
Our Parish Priest, Fr Jerald, wishes to express his welcome 
to all families and students.  He is looking forward to a 
wonderful journey over the course of the year and keen to 
see as many families at a Parish Mass on Sundays, at 
9.30am, or on the first Saturday of the month at 6.00pm. 
  
School Bell Times 
The opening time for students to be at school is 8.40am 
when music will be played over the P.A. system.  Teachers 
will be in their classrooms when the doors are open.  We 
ask that you are aware of these starting times when 
teachers take responsibility for your child.  Classes 
commence at 8:50am with meditation.  Parents will need to 
leave classes for teachers to start their first block of 
teaching.   
 
I have attached to this newsletter a ‘Bell Times’ flyer with all 
this information for you to keep at home.  
 

General Assemblies - Monday Afternoon Weekly 
Our general assemblies for 2018 will be held on Monday 
afternoons, at 2:20pm in the church.  This is a change from 
last year as we are looking at how we can accommodate 
students learning and providing them and staff, with 
reduced interruptions during key learning times at the 
beginning of the school day.   As we move forward we will 
reassess and decide if we will hold the assembly closer to 
the end of the day to help parents attend the assembly 
time.   
 

Assemblies will cover the following and will allow us to have 
whole school focus starting each week: 

 Hello to all students, staff and parents 

 School prayer 

 Singing happy birthday to any students who 
had birthdays in the previous week 

 General school information for the week 

 Thanking students or staff for various activities 
or successes in which they have been involved  

 At times, a school wide challenge to work on for 
the week e.g. cleanliness of the school, 
improved work ethic, focus on manners and 
behaviours. 

 School Awards every couple of weeks 

 National Anthem 

All parents are invited to attend these general assemblies 
each Monday afternoon which generally last between 20 
to 30 minutes. 
 
Hot temperatures 
We are very mindful that there is the possibility of hot 
temperatures during Term 1.  When deemed necessary, 
in times of extreme temperatures students will be kept in 
air conditioned rooms during play times.  During term 1, 
all students are required to wear school hats.  If students 
are heading outside they will need to wear sunscreen and 
will be encouraged to drink water regularly. 
  
School Times 
During school time, and this is particularly important at the 
end of the day, we ask parents to wait in the playground 
areas when coming to pick up your children.  The students, 
particularly younger students, can be easily distracted with 
a number of parents looking in their classrooms, which can 
become very distracting for the class and teachers.  
  
Attendance 
If your child is unable to attend school on any day or for a 
period of that day, can you please notify the school via 
our FlexiBuzz app. prior to 9.00am. This helps with the 
duty of care for your children. 
  
Late arrivals or early finishing 
If your child is late arriving to school, you will need to bring 
them to the office, sign them in so they can receive a late 
pass and then head to their class.  It is very important for 
you to sign your child in as school has already begun for all 
students.  If you need to pick your child up during the day 
or earlier than dismissal time, you will need to head to the 
office to sign them out and they will leave from the office 
area. 
  
Meeting Teachers 
We look forward to continuing to foster open 
communication between school and home and to a 
successful year for your children.  Please remember that 
teachers are responsible for students once the bell has 
been rung.  We ask that parents not approach teachers to 
discuss concerns during class time as they are busy 
teaching their respective classes.  If you need to meet with 
a teacher, they are only too happy to make an appointment 
with you outside of class time to discuss your queries.  If 
you have a concern of a more general nature, please feel 
free to contact the school to make an appointment with me. 
 

 



Communication 
At Our Lady of the Pines Catholic Primary School we have 
a desire and responsibility to ensure that our school 
environment is a happy, welcoming and inclusive one 
where everyone can feel accepted and valued.  
Communication with parents will be through a number of 
avenues including the newsletter which will be sent through 
FlexiBuzz, placed on our website and in some cases sent 
home to students on a Tuesday afternoon.  Various letters 
will be sent home to parents indicating what is happening 
at school, particularly with regards to incursions and 
excursions.  Any forms that need to be returned to school 
will be placed on yellow paper (this indicates you need 
to sign and send this form back to school by the 
required date).  Emails are another form of communication 
between the school and parents.  All staff check their 
emails regularly and will act on information you provide.  
Please allow teachers up to 48 hours to respond.   
 
At times, in any normal community there will be concerns 
raised.  Firstly, as a teacher and principal, we cannot clarify, 
manage or resolve a concern unless we are made aware 
of it.  Secondly, resolution can only be met when we respect 
the dignity of all people involved.  I ask parents to voice any 
concerns with their child’s class teacher/s, in an appropriate 
manner as well as myself if needed, so that we can reach 
mutual benefit. 
 
Newsletter, Email and FlexiBuzz 
It is important that we provide you with communication on 
various aspects and activities.  Would you please ensure 
that we have your latest email address for forwarding 
newsletters and other important information.  
(Email: newsletter@olopdonvale.catholic.edu.au  
It is also important that you are on FlexiBuzz which enables 
us to send reminders and updates.  FlexiBuzz allows 
parents to send absent notes to school when students 
are away.  Information regarding this app has been 
sent home to parents. 
 
Forms to send back to school – Yellow Paper 
As mentioned previously, any forms that need to be 
returned, e.g. permission slips to participate or attend, will 
be sent home on yellow paper.  This alerts parents and 
students that these needed to be signed by parents 
and brought back to school prior to the return date.  If 
these return slips are not returned, then your child will be 
unable to participate/attend the activity.   
 
Library 
Each class will attend the library weekly where every 
student will return and borrow books.  It is important that 
each student has a well labelled library bag for their library 
times. 
 
Library Helpers 
We are seeking library helpers from our parent community 
to help at the beginning or end of the day to help in returning 
books and tidying shelves.  If you could let the office or our 
Library Manager, Maryanne Walker, know if are able to 
volunteer any of your time.   
Email: mwalker@olopdonvale.catholic.edu.au  

Specialist Classes 
Our specialist classes for this year will be on Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday.  Each class will have a 40 
minute session of the five specialist classes below: 

Physical Education  
Visual Arts  
Italian  
Performing Arts  
Science 

 
Science 

Foundation – Science 
In Term 1 we are trialling the new Primary 
Connections chemical sciences unit. That’s my hat! 
- see letter I gave you. 
 
Zika Project 
After a successful trial of this project last year with 
grade 4 students, the Smithsonian Education 
Centre in Washington DC has requested we run the 
project again. This involves field testing the 
curriculum resources in regards to mosquito borne 
diseases.  It will involve the Middle classes (M1-5) 
in their science time over semester 1. 

 
Maths 
CEM Learning Framework in Number (LFIN) Pilot 
Project 

Started in Foundation in 2017, and will continue in 
2018 for Foundation teachers as well as the Junior 
1 & 2 ( grade 1’s) will be involved in 2018. 
Through the project teachers will;  

 increase their knowledge of pedagogy and 

content in early number. 

 develop capabilities in administering and 

analyzing Assessment Schedules to target 

individual student growth. 

 develop capabilities in designing curriculum to 

improve student learning outcomes. 

The project involves the use of SPRINTS (explicit 
small focus groups). 

 
Uniform 
All students are to be in summer uniform, which includes 
black school shoes, not runners or black runners.  We need 
to take great pride in our uniform and this means that all 
students need to be in the appropriate uniform at all times.  
All students require a school hat for this term and will to wear 
it at all times when outside of the classroom in play or class 
time.  There will be times during the week for PE days that 
children will need to wear their sports uniform.  If you have 
any queries over uniforms please do not hesitate to contact 
the office.  
 
We take great pride in our uniform and it is an expectation 
that all students abide by the correct uniform at all times.  If 
for any reason your son or daughter is unable to wear part 
of the school uniform for that day, would you please send a 
note to their class teacher. 
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OLOP Interschool sport program 
A letter will be sent home to our senior students 
regarding OLOP’s interschool sport program over the 
coming week.  This program will run on Thursday 
mornings from 9.00am - 11.00am.   
 
We are in need of parent volunteers to help coach and 
support some of our sporting teams in this program.  If 
you could possibly help out could you let the office know 
and contact Danielle Cuthbertson or one of our senior 
teachers. 
 
 
Commissioning Mass and All School Welcome  
Sunday 11 February  
This Sunday, we will be holding our Commissioning 
Mass for our staff as well as welcoming all our students 
as part of the normal Sunday Mass time at Our Lady of 
the Pines Catholic Church starting at 9.30am.  I take this 
opportunity of encouraging and invite all families to 
the help celebrate Mass this Sunday. 
 
 
 
 

 
Parent / Teacher / Child Meet ‘n’ Greet –  
 
Monday 12 February 
 
An email with information regarding the parent / teacher 
/ Meet ‘n’ Greet Meetings will be sent home with the 
newsletter today as well as by FlexiBuzz.  Please 
remember that we book our times online with the portal 
open for bookings tomorrow, Wednesday 7 February, at 
8.00am.  These meetings will be held from 1.00pm on 
Monday, 12 February, and are a great opportunity for 
you to meet the teacher and discuss with your child, the 
learning goals for the year.   
 

Please note that school finishes at 1.00pm 

on this day. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Fete Planning Meeting  
Tuesday 13 February  
Next Tuesday, at 7.00pm in the staffroom, there will be 
a Fete Planning Meeting.  This is a significant 
fundraising event for our school this year.  The fete is 
being held on Saturday, 27 October.  I invite all parents 
to come along and be part of the organisation of this 
important event. 
  
I look forward to an exciting and fulfilling year both 
educationally for your children as well as the continued 
development and fostering of relationships with parents 
and our whole school community.  
  
I wish everyone an enjoyable week and God Bless 
  

Mr Brendan Keeling 
Principal 

“We are Community” 
 

STUDENT LEADERSHIP 2018 
 
We encourage our students to become responsible 
citizens and we provide our students with roles as leaders.  
Below are the student leader roles which will be filled 
shortly. 
 

School Captains  x 2  Senior Year 6’s 

School Vice-Captains x 2 Senior Year 6’s 
 

SRC’s x 2 Foundation 

 x 4 Junior 
 x 5 Middle 

 x 4 Senior Year 5’s 
 

House Captains -  
 Red – Francis x 2 Senior Year 6’s 

House Captains –  
 Blue - McKillop x 2 Senior Year 6’s 

House Captains –  
 Yellow - Hally x 2 Senior Year 6’s 

House Captains –  
 Green - Teresa x 2 Senior Year 6’s 
 

Religious Education  
Captains x 2 Senior Year 6’s 
 

Choir Captains x 2 Senior Year 6’s 
 

Digital Technology  
Captains x 2 Senior  Year 6’s 
 

Green Thumb Captains x 2 Senior Year 6’s 
 

Library Captains x 2 Senior  Year 6’s 
 

Peer Mediation  
Captains x 2 Senior Year 6’s 
 

Arts Captains x 2 Senior Year 5’s 
 

Fire Carrier Captains x 2 Senior Year 5’s 

 

Altar Servers   



Term 1 – 2018 – CALENDAR 

Please check regularly for amendments
 

Wednesday Feb 07  Bookings Open 8:00am for - Parent/Teacher Interviews  

 Specialist Classes Begin 

Thursday Feb  08  Years 5 & 6 – Inter School Sports TRIALS  (ISS) 

Sunday Feb 11  Staff Commissioning Mass – 9:30am  ALL WELCOME 

Monday Feb 12  Parent Teacher “Meet & Greet” - 
Students Dismissed at 1:00pm 

Tuesday Feb 13  SHROVE TUESDAY   

 OLOP Fete Meeting 

Wednesday Feb 14 
 ASH WEDNESDAY & OPENING SCHOOL YEAR MASS 
9:15 am – ALL WELCOME 

Thursday Feb 15  Years 5 & 6 - ISS beings – Round 1 

Friday Feb 16  Staff Meeting at Ss. Peter & Paul’s - school closed at 3:45pm 

Sunday Feb 18 
 Foundation Year  &  
Parish welcoming Mass & BBQ – 9:30am   
ALL WELCOME 

Monday Feb 19  SCHOOL SWIMMING CARNIVAL 

Thursday Feb 22  ISS – R2 

Friday Feb 23  District Swimming Carnival 

 School Community Welcome BBQ  - after school  

Monday Feb 26  P&F Meeting … 7:00 pm 

Tuesday Feb 27  Advisory Board Meeting .. 7:00pm 

Wednesday Feb 28  OPEN NIGHT for Families – Literacy & Numeracy 

Thursday March 01  Years 5 & 6 - ISS - Round 2 

Saturday March 03  Confirmation Commitment Mass .. 6:00 pm 

Monday March 05  Assembly – presentation of Student Leaders 

Wednesday March 07  Manningham Division Swimming 

Thursday  March 08 
 OPEN MORNING – for new Enrolments 2019 

 Years 5 & 6 - ISS beings – Round 3 

Monday March 12  PUBLIC HOLIDAY – LABOUR DAY  - School closed 

Tuesday March 13  Multicultural Week – Dress Up Day 

 CYBERSAFETY Parent Night - … 7:00pm 

Wednesday March 14  Parents – Information Night – Prep 2018 

Thursday March 15  Years 5 & 6 - ISS beings – Round 4 

Friday March 16  EMR Swimming 

 National Day of Action Against Bullying Assembly 

Wed - Fri March  21-23  CAMP – Year 6 – The Briars 

Monday March 26 
 STAFF PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT DAY –  
School Closed 

 Advisory Board Meeting  .. 7:00pm 

Tuesday March 27  Years 5 & 6 Human Development Night 

Thursday March  29  Final Day – Term One -  Students Dismissed at 1:00pm 
 





BEGINNING SCHOOL – FOUNDATION  2018 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Happy birthday to: 

Front Row:   Gianna, Brooke, Chloe, Mietta, Lara,  
 Lucas, Tahlia, Summer Luke, Savero,  
 Chloe, Phoenix, Elias, Evan 

 
Middle:  Antony, Olivia, Katiya, Isabella, Rhydel,  
 David, Kobi, Arthur, Mica, Stephanie, Gabriel,  
 Ryan, Alexander, Olivia 

 
 Rear: Holly and Sienna



GENERAL NOTICES – SCHOOL 

   

Disclaimer: Our Lady of the Pines provides advertisements within this newsletter as a service to the school community. 

Our Lady of the Pines is not responsible for, and expressly disclaims all liability for damages of any kind arising out of use, 

reference to, or reliance on any information contained in the newsletter.  While the information contained in this document 

is periodically updated, no guarantee is given that the information provided is correct, complete, and up to date. 
 
 

Weekly Newsletter 
Our school newsletter is sent to parents via email 
and Flexibuzz on Tuesday of each week.  Our 
newsletter is also available via email to any other 
interested person or group.  Please email  
newsletter@olopdonvale.catholic.edu.au to 
request a weekly copy or to UNSUBSCRIBE. 
Deadline for newsletter articles is 1:00pm Monday. 
 
 

 
SCHOOL UNIFORM SHOP 
 

 – (New uniform items) 
Our school uniform shop is opened twice each 
week:  
 
TUESDAY MORNINGS: 8:30 to 9:30am and  
THURSDAY AFTERNOONS3:00 to 4:00pm 
 

Contact:  Vera Scala 0400 896 390 

 
 

 

SECOND HAND UNIFORM SHOP 
 
The second-hand uniform shop is located in the 
Grade 1 community area.  
 
Opening hours :  

Tuesdays 8.45 am – 9.30 am 
Thursdays 3:00 pm – 3:45 pm 
 
Cash or cheques only.  Cheques are payable to Our 
Lady of the Pines P&F.  
 
Donations of second hand items in good condition 
are always needed, however if they could be 
laundered before being sent to school, it would be 
very much appreciated. 
 
For further information please call  
TEREZA RADA ON 0428 501 010 

 
 
 

 

SCHOLASTIC BOOK CLUB 
 
New flyers went out on Friday.   
 

In Term 1 orders and payments may be made 
directly on-line, via Scholastic’s LOOP 
system.   Cash payments may be made 
directly through the school for TERM 1 ONLY. 
 

Please note, all orders must be received by the 
office no later than FRIDAY, 9 FEBRUARY.  
Sorry, but no late orders can be accepted 
after this day. 
 

Our school library receives rewards points for 
the purchases made through OLOP and new 
books are purchased for our library resources 
from these points. 
 

We wish to thank our Scholastic Book Club Co-
ordinator Ms Catherine Hately. 
New flyers went out on Friday.  Please note all 
orders must be received by the office no later 
than FRIDAY 9 FEBRUARY.  Sorry, but no 
late orders can be accepted after this day. 
 
 
 

ICY POLE DAYS: 
 

The Parents & Friends Association will resume 
selling Icy Poles each Wednesday at lunch time 
commencing Wednesday (tomorrow) 
 

For Sale: 

 
Zooper Dooper      0.50 

Cosmic Flavours   0.50 

Sourz Flavours      0.50 

Peters Lemonade  
icy-poles               $1.20 
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Reflection: 


